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In ELCA News...

On Sept. 8, the ELCA will celebrate “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday — an opportunity for the ELCA to do what we do best and make a difference. Only on this day, we’ll
do it together as one body, using our hands to do God’s work of restoring and reconciling communities in Jesus Christ’s name throughout the world.
Imagine 4 million people from nearly 10,000 congregations out in their communities
serving meals, cleaning up neighborhoods, visiting with the home-bound, collecting
supplies for those experiencing homelessness, poverty or conflict — all in their bright yellow “God’s work. Our hands.” T-shirts!
You work every day to love your neighbors and make your community a better place. Now let’s do it together.

A church that rolls up its sleeves
ELCA members and congregations have always been active participants in God’s work in the world. We already serve our communities
and neighbors, and we’ve done so for 25 years. So why a special dedicated day of service?
‘“God’s work. Our hands.’ Sunday is a great opportunity to join together in our 25th-anniversary year to give witness that in Christ we are
free to serve our neighbor,” says Mark Hanson, presiding bishop of the ELCA. “This is who we are — a church that rolls up our sleeves
and gets to work.”
Something special happens when we come together. Think of the ELCA Youth Gatherings where 30,000 young people blanket the cities
they visit to fix up homes, read to children, hand out school supplies or advocate for and educate others about the issues that impact our
lives. Only now instead of just one city, we will impact cities across the country.
“On September 8, we encourage you to join with other partners — social ministry organizations, campus ministries and ecumenical partners — to serve your neighbor as you already do throughout the year,” Hanson continues. “Doing God’s work through our hands is a
marvelous expression of gratitude for God’s grace in Christ.”

Ready to get started?
To make the most of “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday in your congregation, get started with your planning early!
Visit the website to download flyers and bulletin inserts to let your congregation know about the event and to recruit volunteers to help
you get organized.
You’ll also find on that page a downloadable toolkit that will walk you through planning your dedicated day of service from start to finish. The toolkit includes ideas for service projects, discussion questions to help your leaders think deeply about what this day will mean
for your context, checklists to keep your planning on schedule and ways to celebrate your work as a congregation.
Last, but certainly not least, you’ll also find the link to order your

Financial report
Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through June 30, 2013

$50,010

$49,944

$66

Actual through June 30, 2013

51,158.99

$46,469,02

$4,689,87

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

Reminders
The annual baked potato, salad, dessert
luncheon to benefit North Bosque Helping
Hands, will be held on August 13, 2013 from
11:00am to 1:00pm at The First Methodist
Church in Meridian. Tickets are $7.00 and can
be bought from Charlene at the door.
Please come out and support this benefit or
just buy a ticket even if you can’t come.
In July, I delivered 137 pounds of food and
$180 in cash.
Thanks to all of you for your generosity!
Charlene

Septemberfest
ladies,
A reminder..Septemberfest the 14th,
We’re planning to have our booth as
usual. Mark your calendars!!

Thank you
To my church family,

My dear friends, the Lord has
been good to me. He knew that I would
need to lean on your strength. He set
Pr. Joan down in my path, and she led
me to you. Your kindness and compassion has been a healing power with a
miraculous effect. The words “thank
you” can only begin to convey the
gratitude in my heart. You watched
over me. You brought casseroles, desserts, and delicious pot-fulls of homemade soup that warmed a smile from my
face to the bottom of my heart. Russell and Troy won’t soon forget that
you remembered them during these
challenging times as well. Troy, even
now, has his own, personal cereal
fairy, and I am so glad for the impression that your generosity has made on
his character. I praise and give thanks
to God for each and every one of you.

Thanks, Elsie
July Breakfast 2013!

Prayer List

What a great Saturday get together. Everyone seemed to
enjoy the food fun and fellowship-Lots of new faces– some faces that
we hadn’t seen for a Saturday or two. But lots of our loyal and devoted faces were there.
We had between 55 & 60 to sign in. We made a total $70.00.
We missed you if you weren't there and hope to see you next month.

Mary (Ray) Hastings, Georgia Johnson, Haley Rae
Tarver, Heather Leahy, Margret Turpin, Clarence
Plagens, Agnes Rogstad, Evonne Simonds, Tom Gary,
Gene Lee, Lexie Finstad, Ellen Shields, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely, Loeene Nelson, Brady Warrick, Bonnie Algren, Betty Johnson, Darcy Cassidy,
Pernie Surley, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Eunice
Mickleson, Gloria Mangham,Robbie Thompson, Joe
Birdwell & Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians

Military Service: Matthew Medina, Justin Barnes, Hayley Barner, Barrett Prince, Alex Saborsky, Kevin Moore, Lamar Hickman, Travis Elston,
Bradley Rohne, Micheal Crackhome

Many thanks to the devoted breakfast crew. Many thanks to
Faylene and Audrey for all their help too.
God Bless you and see you next month!
Iris

Be Inspired!
You cannot drag through the day thinking discouraging thoughts. God has already blessed
you. He has already made you more than a
conquerer. Get in agreement with Him.
-Joel Osteen-

Get Involved!!
Challenging Table Talk Presentations

Aug. 11 at 2:00pm, we’re encouraged to attend a special service to honor our local ELCA musicians.
Please come to this event at Trinity

Time for conversation, visioning, worship

Lutheran in Clifton. There will be a reception to
follow. Come join in!

Ministry Fair
Lunch and Entertainment

Lutheran Hymn Festival

(free will offering)
9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Festival Leaders will be available to visit
congregations the following day (Sunday)

Regional festivals are planned for locations
around the NT-NL Mission Area, on eight weekends
during
August through January. The Saturday gatherings
will give NT-NL members and leaders the chance
to
connect, to learn from each other, to catch again
the vision of the future of the NT-NL Mission Area,
and

of mission and ministry today.

You are invited to come to our 9th Lutheran Hymn
Festival at Morton H. Meyerson Symphony center in
Dallas, TX. This internationally acclaimed symphony
hall is the absolutely perfect setting to sing praises to
our “CHRIST, MIGHTY SAVIOR, light of all creation” & it’s under this theme that we will lift voices to
give God glory.

Table Talk Speakers

When: Sunday night, Sept. 29, 2013 at 7:00pm.

(One of the following
will speak at each Festival)

Location: Morton H Meyerson Symphony Center,
Dallas

Pr. Michael
Baughman: founder of Union
Coffeehouse,

Ticket Prices: Orchestra, Orchestra Terrace, Dress
Circle & Grand Tier Boxes $15 each. Dress Circle $10
ea., Grand Tier $5 ea., Group Discount for 12 tickets
or more is $2.00 ea (Except Grand Tier)

to enjoy a Table Talk presentation by a gifted and
inspirational speaker on a topic especially selected for
that day and place. The events will help leaders
and congregations grow together in their understanding

providing a “media
boot camp” on how
to use media.
Dr. Daisy Machado:

Checks Payable: “Lutheran Hymn Festival”
Checks payable to: Mr. Tom Wood-PO Box 200893,
Arlington

Gathering Place

Dear St. Olaf...
Thank you for helping us raise money
for camp. I had so much fun.
Love, Lani Edwards
Thank you for making it possible for
me to come to camp!
Love, Teryn Senn

Avary Finstad
Thank you for helping me go to Briarwood! I had an amazing time & grew even
closer to God.

The new Rock Church Gathering Place has been the site of
much activity since the dedication on April 20th. There have
been three weddings, five burials, and one family reunion held
there. How proud members of St. Olaf are to have this new
facility.
There have been three weddings held in the Rock Church and
one had their reception in the Gathering Place. About thirty
people enjoyed a dinner after the wedding. More weddings are
scheduled for the fall.

Avery Katzer
Thank you for helping send all of us to
church camp. I am very grateful for
being able to learn about Christ in more
depth. I had a lot of fun there and loved
learning about creation.
Madison Rowe
Thank you so much for helping me go to
camp. I had an amazing time!

There has been one funeral in the Rock Church and five burials in our cemetery the past few weeks. All the families were
very appreciative of having a place to visit with loved ones,
modern restrooms, a cool drink or punch and cookies.
Lunch was served to two families. Many
compliments were given about how nice the
facility is and to have a place to come in, sit
and visit after the service comfortably out
of the heat or rain.
A family reunion was held in June and
about 45 people enjoyed a potluck dinner.
They have scheduled this place the third
Saturday in June next year for their reunion.
They enjoyed visiting the church and cemetery throughout the day. The building is
available for families who wish to use for a
reunion or other gathering; just call, or
write to get your name on the schedule.

Do Your Good Deed Every Day —for the Kids—
Save BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION and Campbell Soup labels. ALSO—
Bosque County 4-H Clubs are saving aluminum Pop Top Tabs for
Texas Ronald McDonald House. There are containers in the Church
Basement.

Lexi Barner

BW 2013

Thank you so much for us getting to go
to camp. The food was great and the fun
and games.

For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God.

-Ephesians 2:8

e
t
a

e
v
Sa

t

he

d What? NT/NL SWO Fall Retreat
When? October 18,19,2013
Where? Texas 4-H Conference Center
Brownwood Lake about 11 miles west of the town of Brownwood
Retreat begins at 2:00pm on Friday, October 18
Ending time: 5:00pm on October 19
Meals: Evening meal on Friday; Breakfast and Lunch on Satuday; Unlimited coffee
and tea
Dorms without linens, $22; with linens, $28
Scholarships will be available-Cost less than $100

It is the gift of God.
Ephesians 2:8

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.

Care and Concern
Dear Friends in Christ,

The other day I visited a homebound member of one of our churches. She wanted to show me something from the storage compartment of her walker. She had received a card from a member saying that we are thinking of you, missing you, and praying for you. In
other words, you are not forgotten. The homebound lady sat there beaming with this card in hand—someone remembered me was her
thought—someone who wasn’t the pastor! (It’s her job anyway!)
There are many people like this lady in our parish--unable to be involved due to health or other conditions. There are others who never
have been involved and some who were once involved but have drifted away. How can we let them know that we share the love of God
through Christ Jesus, and we care no matter what? How can we do God’s work using our hands? And how can we do that better together?
This summer our gospel readings have been about radical hospitality—the (good) Samaritan, the woman anointing Jesus’ feet, Martha
and Mary, and more! So it is a perfect time for us as the church to discern how we can share the love of Christ in a hospitable way. We
have a lot of good ministry going on, but where do we go from where we are? And how can we do that in a more organized way so we
don’t miss anyone?
The Mutual Ministry Team from St. Olaf and Faith and I met the other day for a regular meeting. We talked about discerning where we
are going and how we are reaching out to these who might slip through the cracks. I propose that each church consider forming a Care
and Concern Team of persons interested in this outreach. We will meet at St. Olaf on August 5 at 6:00pm, and we will meet at Faith
on August 6 at 6:00pm to talk about possibilities. Please come if you have ideas and/or are excited about showing care for others by
being God’s hands in the world.
Being on a Care and Concern Team would not mean that you have to knock on doors and make visits. It could mean a regular phone
call, card, text or email just to touch base with someone and to let them know you personally care—and we as the church care. Each
team can determine how it chooses to be God’s hands caring for the world. Once a team is formed it never has to “meet” again unless it
just wants to. So no monthly meetings!
Please contact Pastor Joan and let her know if you are even the slightest bit interested in a Care and Concern Team at your church. You
never know how God might use you to reach out to someone through something so simple.
Grace and peace always,

Pastor Joan
B.A. Johnson, September 22, 1925– July 5, 2013, a member of St. Olaf, celebrated his passing to the Lord with a service held at St. Olaf Lutheran Church in Cranfills Gap and burial
at the Rock Church Cemetery. Our sincerest condolences go out to the family of B.A.
Johnson.

