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Food for Thought
What a busy week! Our October breakfast was on a beautiful clear, crisp morning. People were a little late coming in. I guess they
wanted to sleep in on this cool morning. Day light comes a little later since we are having this wonderful fall weather. We are thankful
for the good rains and water in the stock tanks. We had 55 to sign in, making $618. We had people from Abilene and Pasadena, TX as
well as Shreveport, LA., Howe TX, Killeen, TX, Clifton, Meridian and of course all our faithful people from the Gap area. There will
no longer be a reminder phone call about the breakfast. Put your church calendar on your fridge and highlight the third Saturday in yellow marker that way you won’t forget the breakfast. Many thanks for the wonderful donations in our free will offering basket.
We had been talking about and planning to have a Norwegian dinner for several months. Really Per suggested it to some of us, so we
took him up on that. His wife Inga and another couple came, so we said now is the time. With their help, maybe we can make this
work.
Sunday, October 20, it all came together after much planning, buying food and Betty donating meat for the “meat cakes”. There were
lots of potatoes to peel, cream to whip for the crepes, meat cakes to form, gravy to make and homemade bread to bake. Believe it or
not, we had everything ready to serve by 11:00am Sunday.
Per, Inga, Hanna and Roar were the biggest help getting it all together along with the good help from Geneva, Darla, Teresa, Betty,
Charlene, Phyllis, Pat and me putting the finishing touches and getting it to the serving area. I can’t thank you all enough for all you did
and continue to do. What an exciting time we have had –Oh! And a lot of work too!
We served 70 people and made $863. Everyone seemed to enjoy the food, fellowship and meeting our real Norwegian friends. We also
had two other Norwegian ladies here to visit their friends, Glenda and Kermit Anderson. We were so glad to have them. Many thanks
for the generous donations of food, money, and all that work and cleaning up the kitchen when it was all over. But the ones that really
get the gold star for all their dish washing, scrubbing pots and pans and dishes to dry and put away. They are the guys behind the
scenes— Larry Kinney, Gwyn Christensen, and Ed Rieser. I will forever be in debt to you all. Many many thanks!! I am afraid they
will have dish water hands for days to come.
We have a new refrigerator! Our plan is to get a new stove top cooking area in the near future. The old one just didn’t want to cooperate when we needed all the burners to cook on. Many thanks to all that made our breakfast and Norsk Middag a huge success.
By the way, if you have some new or gently worn kitchen towels stuck back in on of your kitchen drawers– and would like to donate to
kitchen, they would be greatly appreciated. Lots of dish washing and drying going on in the basement these days. The old towels are
getting frayed and very thin from so much washing. Many thanks to all and may God Bless you in your good work.

Food Pantry and Kids Kloset will be held in the CGISD school cafeteria Nov 13, 2013 from 3-5p.m.
This is scheduled on the 2nd Wednesday each month except March
(1st Wednesday of the month) to observe Spring Break.

Financial report

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Sep 30, 2013

$75,015.00

$74,916.00

$99.00

Actual through Sep 30, 2013

82,929.02

$72,786.94

$10,142.49

WELCA News

Thirteen members attended our Oct. 2 meeting. Pres. Billye
Dunnahoe called the meeting to order in the name of the Triune God. Our purpose statement was recited.
Mary McGowen led the devotion and our Thankoffering
service.
The minutes and correspondence was read. The treasurer,
Charlene Tergerson, reported $546 in the regular account
and $2,074 in the special. Septemberfest brought in $757.
The Christmas shopping spree at Clifton nursing homes
has been discontinued.
Our ladies have donated a quilt for the Lutheran Sunset
Ministries quilt auction.
The WELCA officers terms have been changed to one
year.
The two day circles will be responsible for the programs
for two meetings each and to alternate each yr. The Martha Circle will be asked if they wish to participate.
Officers for 2014 are: Pres.- Mary McGowen, VPGeraldine Jenson, Secretary– Elsie Phillips, TreasurerBetty Tindall, Program Chm. -Anna Fortier, FellowshipCharlene Tergerson.
Circles need to elect their officers for next year.
Ruth Circle will provide food for the Advent service Dec.
4 and Mary Circle Dec. 18.
$100 will be given to Carolyn Melde to help pay for the
new plants outside the church and Sunday school bldg.
$100 will be donated in response to the Lutheran disaster
fund for the Colorado victims.
Betty Tindall will check into the cost and possibility of
getting a dishwasher.
Mary circle served refreshments.

In other News...
Don’t forget the third Thursday, Nov. 21, at 7:00pm is the
Martha Circle meeting in the Basement.
MARY BIBLE STUDY
Mary Circle held its October meeting, with 9 members and 2 visitors to join in the study of Deborah, one of the strong women leaders led by the Lord to make bold choices. We had a very good discussion on this chapter and were made aware of how important a
woman’s role can be. Delicious refreshments were served and enjoyed by all.
Our circle leaders were selected for the new year. Barbara Lee will
serve as Program Leader and Fellowship/Service Leader will be
Patricia Forsythe. The members assured us we could do this and
stated they would help us in our new positions. This is the bold
steps we are taking.
This month on Wednesday Nov. 13 at 2:00pm, Heckman Hall our
Bible study group will study the Widow of Zarephath, a trusting
follower, story of Biblical Women from the study of 1 Kings.
Questions can be directed toward Barbara Lee.
254-597-2531

There is an open invitation to all to celebrate
the 70th anniversary of Gloria and C. A.
Mangham on November 23rd at the First
United
Methodist
Church
of
Cranfills
Gap.
NO GIFTS, PLEASE!
CELEBRATE!!!

Annual Fair Trade Fair
When: Saturday, Nov. 16, 8-10:30am; Sunday, Nov.17, 10:30-2pm; Sunday Nov. 24 10:30-2pm
Where: St. Olaf Basement
The Fair Trade Fair offers a great opportunity to do some early holiday shopping. Lutheran World Relief work with SERVV,
a non-profit organization , to support marginalized artisans and farmers with respect and dignity. The artisan crafts are handmade, unique and of top quality. Each purchase makes a real and lasting difference in the artisan’s lives. Some of the most
popular crafts from last year’s Fair included jewelry, a variety of scarves, ceramics, baskets, and accessories for the home.
The Fair Trade Fair will also have selections of Fair Trade coffees and teas along with other food items such as olive oil from
Israel, wild rice hand harvested by native Ojibwe in Minnesota, and Women’s Bean Project Soups from Colorado. There will
be a selection of Divine Chocolates that will include special chocolates for Christmas.
Catalogs will be available for viewing, and individual orders can be made at no additional charge.
Mark the dates on your calendars. Invite your friends. We look forward to seeing you at the Fair.

The road to rebuilding
On April 17th, an explosion at the West, Texas Fertilizer Plant destroyed a large part
of a small, close-knit community of 2,800 known for its Czech heritage, rodeos, fall
festival and world famous kolaches.
The explosion claimed 15 lives and injured an additional 200 West citizens. The
scope of the disaster became evident in the light of day. The explosion had destroyed
a significant portion of West; estimates of the damage reached over $100 million.
The hearts of Americans opened and monetary donations, products and volunteers
poured into the community at an overwhelming pace. Emergency and health-care
personnel from surrounding communities immediately responded to the hundreds of
families needing emergency care and support. Local churches, two local banks and
Waco Foundation all began receiving funds. A group of volunteers from West stepped
forward to lead the recovery effort in their community.
This group, the Long-Term Recovery Center (LTRC), emerged as the primary charitable entity focused on recovery. The ultimate
goal of all involved was to provide aid to those affected by the tragedy and help the community recover.
Immediately following the tragedy, Waco Foundation began communicating with colleague foundations, the Bernard & Audre
Rapoport Foundation and Cooper Foundation, the Conference of Southwest Foundations and local organizations in West about the
parameters of the West, Texas Disaster Relief Efforts Fund held at Waco Foundation. This informal partnership of funders worked
together to coordinate the most effective and efficient ways to meet the needs of the community.
The initial distribution from the West, Texas Disaster Relief Efforts Fund was made to the long-standing West Ministerial Alliance for
victim’s assistance with basic human needs. To date, an estimated $2 million from multiple sources, including the West, Texas Disaster Relief Efforts Fund, has been distributed to hundreds of families who lost everything due to the explosion. Many donors designated the West Fire Department as the beneficiary of their donation, and due to those donors’ generosity, the fire department has
been able to provide support to the families of the men who fell in service to their fellow man. In addition, the West Fire Department
will be able to replace all equipment lost and train new volunteer fire fighters.
Early on, multiple organizations, including Waco Foundation, First Baptist Church of West, the Austin and Waco Disaster Relief Networks, Baylor University, the City of West, McLennan County and the Long-Term Recovery Center, collaborated to ensure debris
from all homes destroyed was cleared away, allowing West residents to begin rebuilding their homes and shattered lives. Due to
donated funds, the selflessness of hundreds of skilled volunteers and the generous donation of equipment from a local company,
RDO, the project to remove debris was completed by July 31st for just over $600,000 - a job that would have otherwise cost millions.
The completion of this project is a true testament to the incredible will of West residents and the generosity of their fellow Americans.
For months, many worried that West might not be able to weather this tragedy, a tragedy that eliminated roughly one-fifth of the community’s housing, infrastructure and tax base, its largest employer and three of its five school buildings. Families are just beginning to
face the long-term mental anguish that results after the initial shock disappears and Americans move their attention to other challenges and tragedies. However, with the disaster declaration from the federal government, the allocation of $10 million from the
Texas legislature, the generosity of many and the very hard work of the people of West, the recovery is underway. West now sees
hope for their future. The rubble, a stark reminder of the tragedy, is now cleared away. The streets, which were for several weeks
cluttered with crumbled brick and soot, are now bustling with construction crews. Houses are being rebuilt, and residents are slowly
beginning to move back to West - to move back home. As West continues to recover, we ask that you continue to keep those who
lost so much in your thoughts. Additionally, Waco Foundation wishes to thank those who have made contributions to the West,
Texas Disaster Relief Efforts Fund. We hope you feel confident that your contribution is being used to provide West residents with
desperately needed help. It is expected that the remainder of the funds will be used to assist West residents in need of charitable
help rebuild their homes and return their lives to a ‘new’ normal.

The Long-Term Recovery Center (LTRC), officially operating as the West, Texas
Foundation, Inc., received pro bono support from a local attorney in applying for and obtaining their charitable tax status. Additionally, Waco Foundation’s Board of Trustees
granted $60,000 in support from its own discretionary grants in order to help the newly
formed nonprofit quickly develop foundational skills necessary to properly manage a nonprofit organization. Assistance included help with legal advice, accounting expertise and
professional training to ensure development of appropriate legal and fiduciary procedures
and controls.

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.

Dear Saints of God,

We are nearing the end of the church year and the long green season after Pentecost. In only one month, we will be ringing in a new
church year with the beginning of Advent in December. But before we get caught up in that time of year, I have some November
thoughts to share with you. In my reading lately I have discovered the creative consideration that the month of November, though it is
not an official church season of its own, functions as a church season beginning with All Saints Day and ending with Christ the King
Sunday (Sundays and Seasons 2007, 284).

It is a time that the northern part of the world witnesses the turning and loss of the leaves and weather that is growing colder--a physical
reminder of death, a topic we seldom discuss in the church or society in any sort of meaningful manner. “It would seem that this distinctive season of one month invites an assembly to consider the reality of death and the Christian interpretation of our mortality through
biblical readings, song, focused preaching, adult education… or discussing different understandings of that remarkable confession, ‘we
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come’” (Sundays and Seasons 2007, 284).

The church can also expand upon that at this time of year as celebrations of Thanksgiving and Christmas are approaching. Our outreach
to the public can be a significant way to be the hands and feet of Christ. Those experiencing recent losses will be particularly lonely as
the holidays are approaching without their loved ones present. Having someone to lean upon and talk with is a valuable resource. You
can be that person. Take time this month to reach out to someone who might be lonely.

Another way to acknowledge the “Communion of Saints” is in a cemetery walk, which our youth are doing Nov. 2, with the youth of
Our Savior’s and Trinity. We will begin at 6:00 at the Norse Cemetery and then move to the Rock Church Cemetery. If you would like
to accompany us, please contact me. We would love to have some adults with us.

As the beginning of the Christian life, All Saints Day is also an appropriate time for celebrating baptisms—our entrance into the faith—in
that it “connects the order of baptism to the aspect of the story of salvation that the church remembers…. The readings, hymns, sermon, and prayers all amplify the imagery and significance of the sacrament, even as the order for baptism reinforces the festival” (Bushkofsky and Satterlee 2008, 53). New saints are brought into the community on All Saints Sunday as evidence of God’s continuing action in the world.

Do you or someone you know desire to receive God’s gift of baptism on All Saints Sunday, Nov. 3, or any Sunday this month? Now is
the perfect time to do that. In baptism we receive the name “Child of God,” forgiveness of sins, faith
and life everlasting. What better gifts can there be?

Blessing as you live the Christian life,

Pastor Joan

