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Thank you
Joe and Abby Birdwell and their families thank all of you for your remembrances and prayers for the loss of Joe’s son,
Glenn. Each of you will never know how much your thoughtfulness, phone calls, visits and cards have meant to us.
Blessings to you all.

Pastors and members of Saint Olaf, Faith, Trinity and
Our Savior's will participate in the Community Blue
Christmas Service Saturday, December 21, 2013 at
6:00 p.m. at Our Savior's Lutheran Church at Norse.
Not everyone feels joyful during the holidays. Sometimes the Christmas lights and sounds of
"Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas" are not welcome. Struggles with grief or worry or stress can be difficult especially during this time of year. On the longest night of the year, Saturday, December
21st at 6:00 p.m. - the community is invited to Our Savior's Lutheran Church
at Norse for a time of song, quiet reflection, and prayers for healing and
hope to shine in the darkness. Come, be encouraged.
Our Savior's Lutheran Church is located at 152 CR 4145 - Clifton, Texas. For
more information call 254-675-3962 or visit www.oursaviorsnorse.org.

Financial report

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Oct 31, 2013

$83,350.00

$83,240.00

$110.00

Actual through Sep 30, 2013

95,901.33

$81,602.87

$14,298.46

In other News...

Ruth Circle

Don’t forget the third Thursday, Dec.19, at 7:00pm is
the Martha Circle meeting in the Basement.

Ruth Circle met in November with five members present. Paula Kunetka brought the lesson; Betty Tindall
was hostess with welcoming coffee and sandwiches on
a cool blustery day. Ruth Circle will meet
on December 11 at 2 pm in the church basement for their annual Christmas gathering. Each member is to bring a salad to share.

MARY BIBLE STUDY:

10 people attended, refreshments were served; we studied
Zaraphet, a trusting follower that had such faith that she
gave her all to a stranger. Next meeting is at Heckman Hall;
2:00 pm, Dec. 13. 2013.

Barbara Lee.

254-597-2531

WELCA Christmas luncheon has been moved from Wednesday,
December 4
To: Friday, December 6– Noon
The First Advent Service is December 4, Wednesday @
6:00 pm.
Ruth Circle has soup/cornbread

Shirley, Mary, Betty T-soupmakers
Naomi/Leroy & Abby– cornbread makers
FYI:
Naomi gave $20 from our circle to the First Baptist Church in memory of Eunice Mickelson. We
will need to make a generous donation to our
“kitty” to reimburse Naomi.
Remember, our circle will meet for our annual
Christmas meeting with everyone bringing a
salad~church basememt~2pm; 2nd Wednesday
in December.

A coach in the church
is someone who walks alongside you
as you seek to do what God is calling you to do.
February 3-4, 2014
Briarwood Retreat Center
670 Copper Canyon Rd., Argyle, TX 76226
This training is open to anyone willing to become a coach and
use those skills effectively in ministry. Successful completion of
this two day training leads to a certification as a coach in the
ELCA.
Deadline for registration is January 24, 2014

https://community.elca.org/Region-IV-South-Welcometo-Coaching-Training-Feb2014

Food for Thought:
There wasn’t a vacant chair on place for anyone to sit at a table Saturday, Nov. 14th breakfast. What a wonderful crowd. The basement at St. Olaf was really buzzing. Lots of talk and visiting going on. It is so good to see friends and neighbors visiting and having
a good time.
We had a couple, Loraine and Dave Cannerthens from Thorold Ontario Canada. Just 15 min from Niagara Falls at our breakfast.
They were guest of Ima & Doyle Roberts. She is a cousin of Ima’s. Can you believe people all the way from Canada at our breakfast?
We had people from Iredell, Clifton, Meridian, Lanham, Killeen, Canada, Bellville and maybe other places I didn’t get to learn
about. And of course all our loyal and faithful crowd from the Gap area.
Betty, Jan & Dottie had birthdays this month. Of course we sang happy birthday to them and wished them many more.
We had 70 to sign and made $630. Many thanks to all who support us and our cooking. Many thanks to all my hard working
crew. We couldn’t get the job done without teamwork, and our love for doing a job well done.
We will be shopping for a new stove top after the New Year.
Thanks to all who brought cup towels to the basement. They will be put to good use. God Bless & see you next month.
Iris

HIGHLIGHTS OF COUNCIL MEETING
November 20, 2013
Approved Gerald getting credit card for ordering online items
Treasurer will pay rest of Synod benevolence: $2,750.00
Year to date income over expenses: $14,298.46
Rock Church Projects Fund: $5,210.60
RC Services Fund: $3,615.49
Nikki Covers the Cold: Checking $4,016.44; CD $16,924.23
Pastor Joan has attended and donated to Mission Endowment Dinner, Planned Macedonia Project Presentation for national meeting; attended national meeting, and much more!
We now have 11 students in Sunday School!
Lots of items being donated for Kid’s Kloset
3 Thanksgiving food baskets from Thrivent given to community families
Carolyn Melde has lots of ideas for youth of the community and see youth table in basement!
Trustees have replaced the heating unit in the parsonage ($365), had Sunday School building sprayed ($150), repaired
parsonage garage door, and treated for fire ants
October community breakfast had 70 in attendance with donations of $630. Norwegian dinner was a great success!
Budget for 2014 was approved
Discussion of suggestions from box upstairs and designation to various committees for attention
No meeting in December, but Annual Congregational meeting January 19th

Life Legacy

Agnes Irene (Schwartz)
Rogstad was born March
20, 1921, in Womack, Tx.
She married B.C. Rogstad,
Jr., at Our Savior’s Norse
parsonage on August 11,
1940, and they lived in the
Mustang community near
Cranfills Gap, Tx. She was
preceded in death by parents Henry and Alvine (Bernhardt) Schwartz, husband B.C. Rogstad, Jr. and three sisters. Agnes is survived
by daughters and sons-in-law, Linda and Wilson Worley, Greenville, South Carolina, Judy
and Paul Horton, Arlington, Texas and Cynthia Rogstad and Ron Tiffany of Garland,
Texas, three grandchildren Kendra Thornton
and husband Wes, Nathan Horton, Jonathan
and wife Delissa Horton, and one greatgrandchild, Reagan Grace Thornton. Agnes
loved her family, her cats, chickens, beautiful
plants, and her church!
Honored to serve as pallbearers are Kenneth Ziegelt, Steve Deats,
Harry Hlavaty, Tom Rogstad, Tom Broyles and Bradley Deats.
Memorials may be sent to St. Olaf Lutheran Church or the
Rock Church at 402 Meridian Street, Cranfills Gap, TX
76637.

Food
Pantry
and Kids
Kloset
will be
held in
the
CGISD
school
cafeteria
Dec 11,
2013
from 3-5p.m.
This is scheduled
on the 2nd
Wednesday each
month except
March (1st

St. Olaf Lutheran Church

Worship, teach, nurture and share
Christ’s love.

Dear Friends in Christ, t’is the season to be contemplating the approaching birth of our Lord. And if you have been out of church for a
while, it is the perfect season to consider coming back. Everyone wants to come home for Christmas – back to that special place in
your life. This year I invite you to come home for Advent and Christmas. From the first lighting of the Advent Wreath to the singing
of “Silent Night” with your candle held high, your soul will be nourished by the Christ Child in worship.
At this time “there is little distance between hope and desperation, yet the space between them makes all the difference in the world.
Entering the Advent season primarily in one mode or the other means the difference between awaiting the Messiah with patience and
faith, or awaiting the Messiah with anxiety and uncertainty. It is quite likely, in the buzz that is the holiday season, that each of us
brings with us a substantial mix of each. During this season, in our worship and Advent devotional practices, we can explore [ways]
to dampen the desperation and hop up the hope…” (Sundays and Seasons, 2014).
We can begin with Christ as the center of all we do in Advent and Christmas. Catching quiet moments to read a simple scripture and
meditate on God’s gift to the world, can help center your thoughts and actions. (I happen to have some free seasonal devotional
booklets for anyone interested :-) In our services this season, we will hear timeless Bible readings with hope in Christ proclaimed in
each. And we will be singing the carols that we have grown up with. This is an opportunity to live your faith!
We are offering some special things on Sunday mornings starting Dec. 1. In this regularly scheduled worship service, we will
bless the Advent Wreath and light it for the first time. The children will be doing this. Go kids! The wreath will continue to be
lit each Sunday of the month. We are planning a children’s program on Dec. 22 during this 9:30 worship service also, and special
music as a real treat!
Other times in the week, we will be having Wednesday evening Advent services and soup suppers at St. Olaf at 6:00 on Dec. 4
and 18. On the 11th this service will be at 6:00 at Faith Lutheran in Meridian. The theme of these services will be “Fear Not!” If you
can’t come on Sundays, try to make this quiet service.
For those feeling sad, lonely or depressed, the annual Blue Christmas service will be hosted for our area by Our Savior’s at Norse
this year at 6:00 on Saturday, Dec. 21. All are welcome to come to acknowledge that we can’t always live up to the world’s demands of
happiness this time of year.
The season’s highlight is the Christmas Eve Candlelight service Dec. 24 at the Rock Church. Services are to be held at 4:30 (a
family oriented service for any needing to get home early), 6:00 and 7:30! All services will end with Holy Communion.
Outside of worship, there will be caroling on Dec. 1 meeting at 4:45 at Faith. We will have hot drinks and cookies, and then go
to the Meridian Manor and Lutheran Sunset Home to spread the anticipated joy of Christ’s birth! This is not just for young kids but
for us kids of all ages.
If you need something simple, there will be a one-hour Bible Study on Mondays, Dec. 9, 16, 23 at the parsonage on the Angels
of Christmas. Let me know if you are interested. And as always, it’s a great time of the year to receive God’s gift of baptism if you
have not received that Holy Sacrament. Peace!

Pastor Joan

