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If you would like to submit something for the newsletter, the deadline is the 20th of the preceding month.  Also, if you 

have any questions or comments, or you would like to be added/removed from the newsletter mailing (or emailing) list, 

please to contact Angela at the church email:  saintolaflutheran@gmail.com.  Thanks!   

T he Hans Hansen Family 
 

Hans Hansen was born in 1862 in Stange, Norway and came with his parents, Ole and Martha 
Hansen to America when he was four years old.  They settled on land five miles East of Cranfills 
Gap.  The land remained in the family for four generations. The rock fences which Hans almost 
single handedly built are still standing on this property today.  Part of this land is currently 
owned by the family of Oliver and Regina Hansen, who are not related to the Hans Hansen fam-
ily. 

 

On October 1, 1892 Hans married Christine Lee.  She was born in 1863 in Hedemark, Norway 
and came to America at the age of 19.  This couple was blessed with seven children, four sons 
and three daughters.  Martin died at the age of two; Otto died in 1918, Louis died at the age of 
36.  Axel married Clara Josephine Anderson in 1920 and they had one daughter, Hazel.  Marie 
married Orus Solberg and they had one daughter, Emma Jewel.  The other two daughters, Helga 
and Martha lived with their parents all their lives. 

 

Hans and Christine were hard working pioneers.  They attended church at Norse, and then be-
came charter members at the Rock Church when it was built.  Louis was confirmed there in 
1909 and Axel was confirmed in 1911.  Helga was confirmed in 1914 and Martha in 1918, both at 
the Rock Church.  The family was devoted church members and ever ready to give of their time, 
effort and money to anything which contributed to the up building of their church and commu-
nity.  This included school and Clifton Lutheran College. 

 

Ephesians 6: 2, 3 - Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with a 
promise, that it may be well with you and that you may enjoy great length of life on the earth.   
Hans died at the age of 93 in 1956. For the last 15 years of his life, he was blind, but always a 
kind and patient man.  Christine died at the age of 89 in 1952. One of her hobbies was making 
pretty quilts. 

 

There are no remaining members of this family who are currently members of this congregation.  
I remember going to visit the Hans Hansen family as a young child with my grandparents.  I was 
amazed how Mr. Hansen could get around when he couldn’t see.  A string was attached to furni-
ture to guide him.  I remember the special refreshment Helga and Martha served.  They had a 
fancier pump organ than my grandma had.  This family was highly respected members of this 
church and community and contributed much to the early churches. 

 

~ By Geneva Finstad 

 

Family Spotlight 



From Abroad: 
Things are coming along quite well with the lan-
guage, and including this week, I have 4 more weeks 
of instruction.  It is definitely difficult, for me it is the 
most difficult thing I have ever studied, but there has 
been a lot of progress.  A few weeks ago we had a 
team from Minnesota come for a couple weeks.  One 
weekend while they were here, I went down to 
Krivoy Rog to join them in some ministry and go to 
a baptism ceremony we were having.  It was very 
encouraging because I was able to see just how far I 
had come by being with people who knew no Rus-
sian whatsoever.   
Other than that, after my last week of school I will 
be going to Poland for my visa, and then moving to 
Krivoy Rog for good.  So if anyone asks, a good 
thing to pray for is continued progress with the lan-
guage, and that my visa and residency paperwork 
go through smoothly. 
Thanks for checking in on me. Once I get to Krivoy 
Rog, I will be sending out monthly newsletters, and 
if you guys want, I would love for you to publish 
them.  I know that the more people know about 
what’s going on, the more they will be praying for 
it.  I just haven’t been doing them right now because 
I’m not doing a whole lot that’s worthy of  a newslet-
ter, mostly a lot of studying. 

God Bless, 

Chris Lujan 

News from Here and There 

August Breakfast 2015 
 

Another St. Olaf breakfast has rolled around again. 
We had a good crowd - 60 people.  It is always to 
good to see all of our regulars, and to meet all the 
new people in and around our community.  Many 
thanks for making our breakfast a big success.  We 
are well into our fourth year, and the people still 
keep coming to enjoy our good food, good fun, and 
good fellowship. 
Many thanks to Cheryl and Dawley for the good, 
fresh farm eggs.  We really appreciate them! 
As always, many thanks to my crew, and to Terry 
and Karen, our new crew members.  Everyone has a 
job, and they keep the food coming so all the people 
can fill their plates and enjoy breakfast and a visit 
with friends. 
 
God Bless, 
~ Iris 

Announcement: If you would like to discuss the Bishop’s 

letter, please feel free to call the Pastor and schedule a time 

to talk. Also, we can print a copy, if needed. 

The Faith Lutheran Annual Fish Fry is  

October 10, 5-7pm.  Everyone is invited! 

The Maude Shockley Art Club will be sponsoring a 

photography contest during Hamilton’s annual  

Dove Festival in October.   

For more info, visit www.artofhamiltontx.org  



 

Briarwood  

Camp 

 

 



Prayer List 

R uth Circle:  

Our next meeting will be Sept. 10th 
at 2pm with Anna serving as host-
ess, and Mary leading our new Bi-
ble study.  

Doland Olson, Joe  McGowen, Mary (Ray) Hastings, Haley Rae 
Tarver, Heather Leahy, Margret Turpin, Tom Gary, Gene Lee, 
Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick, Betty John-
son, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper 
Brown, Elaine Moore, Wayne Mixon, Martha & Helena McCor-
mick, Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm,  Pearl Lewis, Larry 
Mickelson, Raymond Bailes,  Ron Brooks, Dusty Wells, Rita 
Hoggett, Chris Lujan, Eileen Hicks, Gary Tyson, Mykayla Pierce, 
Larry Barger, M.A. Midgett, Kinsley Norris, and The Lutheran 

Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.          

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, Justin Bar-
nes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex Saborsky, Kirk 
Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez. 

 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 

Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through July 31, 2015 $66,587.50 $66,470.83 $116.67 

Actual through July 31, 2015 58,868.86 61,694.57 (2,825.71) 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M artha Circle:  

Will meet Sept. 20, @ Signi’s house, 

right after church.  

Potluck lunch 
Altar Guild List 

January & July                         
Sandi Carlson & Kathy Finstad 
February & August           
Anna Fortier & Ann Parkin 
March & September        
Linda Samples & Alice Lucas 
April & October                  
Phyllis Rieser & Paula Perschke 
May & November             
Shirley Thompson & Patricia Forsythe 
June & December             
Rita Hanson & Karen Hanson 

Children’s Sunday School starts  

September 20th @ 8:30am. 

M ary Circle:  

Will meet September 9, at  

Heckmann Hall, 2pm 

WELCA - We would appreciate any baked 

goods, etc. for our Septemberfest Booth.  The 

church basement will be open Friday after-

noon, Sept. 11, and about 

8am, Saturday, Sept. 12, for 

drop-offs.   

 
Thank you,  

Anna 

 

Sept 20, Acolyte Class for kids (8-11), 2:00pm 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and share 
Christ’s love.  

Dear Friends in Christ, here is an article I am sharing as food for thought on Christianity nationwide: 

American Christianity Has Been Hijacked 

Visualize 30,000 young people singing worship songs, dancing in the aisles, and praising Jesus. Might 

sound like something from an Evangelical or Pentecostal church. Yet these youth filling Detroit's Ford Field 

were not from a charismatic tradition, but from a denomination more known for pipe organs, vestments, 

and hot dish casseroles filled with tater tots: the Lutherans. 

Wearing bright neon shirts representing every color of the rainbow, these youth came together this past week for the tri-

ennial ELCA National Youth Gathering. With them they brought a wave of hopefulness too strong to avoid. As a volun-

teer at the event, I couldn't seem to go anywhere without encountering this zeal. Every walk through downtown or along 

Detroit's riverfront greeted me with a multitude of teenagers raising their hands for a high-five or cheering in elation. 

Even beyond the event's participants, local residents expressed a similar jubilee: 

"Thank you for coming to Detroit!" passersby would smile and shout on the streets outside the General Motors Renais-

sance Center.  "We are so happy you're here sharing Jesus!" waiters would smile as we entered Greektown's popular res-

taurants.  And from downtown's convention center to suburban hotels, employees, cops and panhandlers would raise 

their hand in the air, catching the infectious high-five trend, and say, "You are bringing so much joy to this city!" 

For a faith rooted in sharing the Gospel (meaning "good news"), I can think of no better manifestation than the week of 

constant optimism that radiated through this city. Whether it was mobs of teenagers singing "Make A Difference" 

through the streets, or one high-schooler cleaning up a blighted neighborhood, I saw it infect every person that encoun-

tered a Gathering participant. 

As I witnessed this enthusiasm, I was overcome with a pride for the universal church that I, unfortunately, haven't re-

cently felt. In fact, the last time my eyes welled up with this bliss was while working at a church camp. As I examined the 

differences between normal life and what I experienced at both the camp and this Gathering, I found one key difference: 

Positivity. 

Outside these exceptions, American Christianity seems to have been hijacked by negativity. A quick search of recent 

news proves this, as a faith meant to be characterized by its "good news" has become known not by what it's for, but by 

what it's against. Christians in America are now best recognized by their feigned religious persecution, anti-Muslim sen-

timents, or their unwillingness to bake a cake for a same-sex wedding.  [Which we have a right to, if we want, but are 

these things Christians should be best known for?] 

Such actions bring to mind the words of one of my mentors, a resident of America's Bible Belt, who often says, "I'm for 

any religion that doesn't hurt people." 

Why has American Christianity become known for the pain it causes? 

To paraphrase a delegate at a recent church convention… “Why aren't we investing our resources in activities that cause 

people to say, "You are bringing so much joy!"? 

Let American Christianity stop being known as a religion that hurts, as a faith focused on what we're against, and instead 

let them know we are Christians by our love. By the same love that radiated from 30,000 youth in Detroit. 

"I believe the children are our future, teach them well and let them lead the way," Whitney Houston sings in "The Great-

est Love of All." 

Instead of us teaching the children animus, maybe we need to let them lead the way. Let them guide America away from 

a church hijacked by negativity to a place where we are known by our Gospel. 

By our good news.      Writer Mikah Meyer is also author of the memoir Life's More Fun When You Talk to Strangers. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor  Joan    

http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2015/07/16/lutheran-youth-convention-helps-detroit/30251837/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/franklin-grahams-turn-toward-intolerance/398924/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/sweet-cakes-by-melissa-raises-over-352000-after-anti-gay-discrimination-ruling_55a946fae4b0d2ded39ee44e
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/franklin-grahams-turn-toward-intolerance/398924/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/sweet-cakes-by-melissa-raises-over-352000-after-anti-gay-discrimination-ruling_55a946fae4b0d2ded39ee44e
http://www.travelbeyondconvention.com/


 


