Return Service

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
Cranfills Gap, TX
76637
Permit No. 2

October Newsletter

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
402 Meridian Street
Cranfills Gap, TX 76637

8:30AM ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30AM
COME

EACH

S UNDAY

WORSHIP WITH US!

Office: 254-597-2738
Pastor Joan Iker
Mon., Wed., Thur.
9 am-5:30 pm
Cell: 580-230-8304
Council President
Iris Hodges
254-597-2536
Council Vice President
Phyllis Rieser
254-652-0676
Secretary
Angela Roberson

www. saintolaflutheran.org

254-597-2738

T

Family Spotlight
he Bertel Bertelson Family

Bertel Bertelson was born in Uland, Demark in 1853 and came to America in 1863 with his sister. They
landed in Canada and went down the St. Lawrence River to Minnesota. In 1875 Bertel married Christine
Johnson, who came to America at the age of three. Bertel’s father had settled in Texas and encouraged him to
move his family to Texas. In 1885 the family with six children, Mack, John, Chris, Albert, Anna, and Martin,
boarded a train to Meridian.
Bertel bought 1,000 acres of land four miles west of Cranfills Gap. Five more children were born, including
Charley, Will, Clara, and Caroline. In 1894 Bertel swapped farms with Charlie Johnson two miles East of
Cranfills Gap to be nearer the Rock Church and the Swenson School. There two children, Ferdie and Beatrice
were born. They were a musical family and each one played one or more instruments. Bertel was one of the
first in town to drive a new 1915 Model T Ford. He drove Christine and Clarice Sorenson Olson to Waco for
organ lessons. The two of them were St. Olaf’s organist for over 40 years.
Betel died at the age of 84 in 1938. Christine died in 1918. They were charter members of St. Olaf and are
buried in its cemetery, as well as many members of this family of 13 children and 37 grandchildren. One can
imagine the impact this family had at the Rock Church, the Brick Church and the community. The children’s
story will continue in next month’s family spotlight.
If any of the family finds inaccuracies in these stories, your corrections will be appreciated.
Geneva Finstad 254-597-2453
Many, Many Thanks!!!
To all our friends and neighbors that come from far and near to
have breakfast with us.
To Buck Thomason for our beautiful new blue room in the Sunday
school building. We love it and know the kids will, too.
To Joe Borden, for his love and support.
To our friends Marynell and Wendell Wallace in Pasadena, Texas
To the Girl Scouts for their most generous donation and for all of
their help at the Breakfast. We love you all.
To Betty for the couch.
To Jeanne Bayless for all of the furniture for our new room.
To Cheryl and Dawley for the good, farm fresh eggs they bring to
us.
To Gwyn for the new blinds in our blue room and the new door
knob in the kitchen.
To Emily and Karen for their beautiful decorations in the basement
and kitchen. Good job!
To Javier being at my beck and call, never knowing that kind of job
I will have for him to do.
Many thanks and God Bless, Iris

If you would like to submit something for the newsletter, the deadline is the 20th of the preceding month. Also, if you
have any questions or comments, or you would like to be added/removed from the newsletter mailing (or
emailing) list, please to contact Angela at the church email: saintolaflutheran@gmail.com. Thanks!

It has been over 3 months since I left the United States to start serving our Lord in Ukraine.
A lot has happened, and I hope it excites you as much as it excites me!
I have spent the greater part of these last few months in Kiev. I was there enrolled in a language school to begin learning Russian. Though I am far from fluent, I am very glad I went
there first. Now I have a solid grammatical foundation from which to actually learn and
build from, am able to express basic thoughts, desires, and know all the conventions relative to basic life. Most importantly, though, I am able at some level to actually communicate one on one with the people I have been sent to serve, which is absolutely vital for building relationships.
I also had a chance to learn to get a much stronger grasp on the history and culture. My
apartment was actually located right across the street from Babi Yar Park, the location that
the Nazis marched 100,000 Jews to the edge of a pit and shot them. I had incredible help
from a wonderful Christian counselor who was able to really give me an idea on how the
history and culture works on the local mindsets, preparing me for my work in Krivoy Rog.
I also had the opportunity to speak to a group of ministers and youth in one of the churches in Kiev as well. Probably the
most interesting things that happened, though, were the Devine appointments. Through the favor of God, I was afforded the opportunity to meet with powerful people in the country, and was even interviewed on Ukrainian Flag Day by
the largest news network in Ukraine.
After 90 days, I had to leave the country to get a Visa if I wanted to stay longer. I had about a 12 hour stop in Lviv,
Ukraine, before getting on the overnight train that went to Krakow. I had a great time there , even getting a chance to
witness to some of the folks in the hostel. I was never prouder to be an American Christian than when one of my Muslim
roommates asked if I was a Christian when I told him I was an American moving to Ukraine. He also lived in Ukraine,
and in his words, he said, “There seem to be a lot of American Christians there doing a lot of good. They’re in my city
too.” With my week in Krakow, I spent a lot of time exploring and discovering the rich history of this big old city that,
before World War II, was home to a massive Jewish population, as well as Oscar Schindler’s factory. I also took one day
to go to Auschwitz. Being so close, I simply could not in good conscience leave without seeing it.
I finally arrived in Krivoy Rog on Friday the 18th, and have started getting
settled in. The Visa that I got in Poland is only good for 45 days, but I had
to get it because if I’m not on that Visa, and living in my permanent address, I can’t apply for my residency permit. This first one is good for 1
year, and next year when I apply, I will be able to apply for a 2-year residency.
Last Saturday I had the chance to go serve at the refugee camp in our city.
These are all refugees from the eastern conflict zone in Ukraine, most had
lost everything when their homes were destroyed. One of the ministers
gave a message on Salvation, then we got the chance to pray for anyone
who wanted it, and hand out lots of clothes. One little boy I had the
chance to pray for had been very close to a bomb blast, and it had severely
impaired his speech ever since. He was far too shy to speak directly to me, but later that day, his mom ran up to tell my
interpreter that God had healed her son, the next time he spoke his speech had been restored. Another lady who had a
chronic cough had it healed while another minister was praying for her. God is so awesome, and it is obvious how much
he loves these who have been hurt so badly.
Three days ago we took our first trip to one of the schools I will be ministering at. The whole ministry team comes together for the first days at a given dorm. We put on a big production with music and a small play, then give an invitation
to anyone who wants to come to the weekly meetings. We performed the popular gospel story skit to the song
“Everything”. It really is a miracle, considering we were allowed to do it in a government run, secular school. That was
the last act after all the music. Then my interpreter, Bogdan, and I went up and I had a chance to introduce myself and
tell them what I will be doing here. Everything went fantastically smooth, and I can’t wait to go back and see who will be
joining us.
In His Service, Chris Lujan
September Breakfast, 2015
I keep saying “What a wonderful day,” and it seems every month, at the breakfast, it gets bigger and better. It is such a
good feeling for all of us that put on the breakfast to see all of our friends and neighbors. To see them visiting, laughing,
and talking with each other. What a wonderful world and how God has blessed us all! We had 85 attend our September
breakfast. The basement was nearly buzzing, and we love it. We love you all, and thank you for making our breakfast the
success that it is. We are going to have some surprises next month so come see what they are.
As always, many thanks to my hard working crew. We all have our special job and can get the job done in record time.
God Bless and see you next month, with some surprises, and the food will be hot! ~ Iris

Mary, Martha, & Ruth

M
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Doland Olson, Joe McGowen, Mary (Ray) Hastings, Haley Rae Tarver,
Heather Leahy, Margret Turpin, Tom Gary, Gene Lee, Rodney Barner,
Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick, Betty Johnson, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy
Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper Brown, Elaine Moore, Wayne Mixon,
Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Larry
Mickelson, Raymond Bailes, Ron Brooks, Dusty Wells, Rita Hoggett,
Chris Lujan, Eileen Hicks, Gary Tyson, Larry Barger, M.A. Midgett, Kinsley Norris, family of Edra Reinke, Maranna Horn, Charles Osborn,
Ronda Portman, Charlene Meador, Tim Pederson, and The Lutheran
Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.

ary Circle:
Will meet October 14, at LSM, 2pm

artha Circle:

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, Justin Bar-

Will meet Oct 15, St. Olaf Sunday
School Building, 7pm

nes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke,
Daniel Ramirez.

Prayer List

uth Circle:
Will meet October 8, St. Olaf, 2pm

Mary Circle met on Sept. 9 at Heckman Hall at 2pm
with members Charlene, Geraldine, Patricia, Karen,
Emily, Billye, Elaine, Elsie, Barbara, and one guest,
Martha Gravitt.
Emily let the study “Sabbath Keeping” with an interesting discussion about how we can keep the Sabbath holy, and how important rest is to keep our
body and mind refreshed. Delicious refreshments
were served.
Next meeting will be October 14, same time and
place. You are welcomed to join us.
Ruth Circle met Sept.10th with eight members present. We were happy to have Wanda Knudson join
us. Business attended to:
Septemberfest booth/food and having some of our
meetings in the hostess home. Mary led our lesson
on Sabbath keeping and slowing the pace of our busy
lives. Anna served delicious refreshments. Our next
meeting will be Oct.8th at 2pm. in the basement with
Mary as hostess and Shirley leading Bible study.
Come join us.
WELCA will meet Wednesday, October 7 in the church
basement. Helon Knudson is our guest speaker and will
share her experiences while working with Hospice. We
will also observe the Thankoffering Service. Anyone who
is interested in helping with the Fair Trade Fair in November, plan on staying for a short planning meeting after
the program. See you there!

Well, here we are starting a new year of Teen Sunday School. I wanted to know if you would like to
learn...
Bible Stuff
Like translations, or how to read the Bible, or what are
60 essential Bible Stories.
The top 10 villains and the top 10 heroes.
7 of the funniest and 5 of the grossest stories in the
Bible.
Life in the Old Testament Times.
Church Stuff
How to stay alert in church.
What to bring to a potluck.
How to sing a hymn, use a bulletin, listen to a sermon.
How to share the peace, pass the offering.
Everyday Stuff
How to share your faith, how to pray
How to forgive someone
How to confess you sins
How to defend your faith, care for the sick, avoid gossip, bless someone, console someone....

There is more. Are your interested?
We’ll meet October 4, 11, and 25,
at 10:30am.
~ Renee' Barner

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through August 31, 2015

$76,100.00

$75,966.67

$133.33

Actual through August 31, 2015

70,163.55

73,353.15

(3,189.60)

Financial Report
Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

Mon

Tue

October Birthdays: Bettye Knudson (1), Tammy Senn (2), Kenneth E. Wiese (3), Dian Caughron (12), Julie Reierson (18), Garry
Finstad & Adrian Aguilar Foy (20), Sean Koehler (21), Marcus
Taylor (24), Kiley Sawchak & Avery Katzer (26), Kathy Finstad
(28), and Larry Mickelson (30)

Sun
Assisting Minister: Jim Bayless
Head Usher: Nobel Chastain

Wed

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

October 2015
1

9

10
Faith’s Fish Fry &
WELCA Bake Sale,
5-7pm

6

17 - Community Breakfast, St. Olaf, 8:009:30am
- Seeds that Change Dinner for Mission Endowment Fund at Santa

29

22

7
8
WELCA, 2pm, base- Ruth Circle @ St
ment; Helon
Olaf, 2pm
Knudson speaking

16

24
First Lutheran
Waco will be hosting a Chrismons
workshop

13
Council @ Faith,
6pm

23

31

14
15
Mary Circle @ LSM, Faith’s Out to Eat,
2pm
6pm
Martha Circle, St.
Olaf, 7pm, SS bldg

30

20

28

21
Council, St. Olaf,
6pm

27

Convocation at Briarwood

Evening of Oct 25, through lunch on Oct 28, Pastor Joan attends

26 National Presiding
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
@ Briarwood, 7:30pm *

19
Worship & Music,
1:30pm

12

5

Ushers: Bob Miller & Gwyn Christensen

4Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
Teen SS, 10:30am
Installation, new pastor, First Lutheran,
11
Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
Teen SS, 10:30am

18
Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
No Teen SS

25
Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
Teen SS, 10:30am

* Oct 26, An Evening with National Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton @ Briarwood, 7:30pm. Everyone is invited. It’s free, but please register on NTNL.org

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and share
Christ’s love.
Dear Friends in Christ,
Fall is officially here, and we are “reforming” ourselves into new, though familiar, routines after
summer. St. Olaf has started Sunday School again for the younger kids at 8:30 on Sunday morning with Mrs. Mary. The teens will be meeting with Mrs. Renee’ in the newly remodeled youth room on Sunday after worship for classes and activities. See the calendar for their schedule. Faith has their kid’s learning
table in full swing. During worship, the kids first watch a short video that sets up the lesson, and then they
hear the story at the children’s sermon with Pastor Joan. They have activity sheets that coordinate with the
lesson and also refreshments courtesy of Mrs. Kathryn! Busy hands are learning about Jesus.
All adults are also invited to take part in Bible studies in a variety of venues this fall. St. Olaf adults meet at
8:30 for Sunday School in the kitchen. Faith adults meet at 10:00 at the back of the church. Or you might
prefer to attend a women’s Bible study session with one of the WELCA circles at St. Olaf – the Mary Circle
meets at Heckmann Hall at LSM at 2:00 on the second Wednesday, the Ruth Circle meets in the St. Olaf basement at 2:00 on the second Thursday and the Martha Circle meets at St. Olaf to study women of the Bible on
the third Thursday evening at 7:00. If you don’t find a Bible study that suits you, please suggest one!
I have met with some of the kids in the 8-11 age group for acolyte training at St. Olaf, and as a result we have
three new acolytes who will be serving the church. Please encourage them when you see them participating in
worship. Remember it takes several other assistants to prepare for and lead our worship services. They include readers, ushers, musicians, worship and music committees, altar guild, and more! If you would like to
be involved in one of these leadership roles, please do! If you can’t, then pray for those leading and preparing
for worship. Their work enhances our worship. Give them your gratitude as you attend worship each week.
This is the month that we celebrate Reformation Sunday on the 25th. Please come to our special worship service as we not only remember our Lutheran roots, but we also recall the core of our faith – salvation by grace
through faith! We need you at worship. You need to be in worship. God desires your worship, thanks and
praise! And as we move further into fall and winter, we move toward other holy days such as All Saints’ Sunday, Christ the King Sunday, the season of Advent and then Christmas. When you participate fully in worship, these times become more meaningful in your faith life. Looking forward to a fall and winter of God’s
grace!
Blessings,
Pastor Joan
The class for Chrismons has been rescheduled due to a conflict with the Fall Retreat. The new date is October 24 at
1:00 at First Lutheran in Waco. The church is located at 1008 Jefferson Avenue in Waco. The craft will cost $3-6 depending
on the one you choose to make. Glenda only charges the cost of the supplies. Please bring a solid colored hand towel or
placemat, small wire cutters, and small toothless pliers. If you don’t have any Glenda Bain will have some on hand to
use. If you have your own and can bring them that might be helpful, depending on how many people we have come. The class
is intended to provide basic skills in the making of Chrismons to share with your church to decorate your Christmas tree and
provide one to Briarwood. These are intended to be samples to use to begin developing the skills required to make them once
you are home in your church.

