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Family Spotlight
he Bertel Bertelson Family continued...

As you may recall, last month spotlight was on the Bertel Bertelsen family which included many children. I promised to
continue their story this month, as it was too lengthily to be told in one newsletter.
Mack was the first child born to Bertel and Christine in 1876. Mack graduated from Clifton College and taught school.
He never married. He also loved to play the violin and sing. He was also a land surveyor for Bosque County. Mack
died in 1973 and is buried at the Rock Church Cemetery.
John, the next son, married Jennie Bergstrum. They had two daughters and lived in Los Angles, California.
Chris was born on a very cold day in February 1879. He never married and died in 1928. He was also buried in the family plot at the Rock Church. The younger children remembered the night he died as Mrs. Urnes came to their bedroom
to tell them, “The angels came and took Chris to heaven”. They also remembered making wreaths and sprays of cedar
and crepe paper leaves.
Albert, the 4th son, married Clara Tergerson and they had nine girls and two boys. This family moved to Plainview, Texas
in 1926.
Anna, the first girl had many responsibilities helping with all the chores of raising such a large family. She never married but helped her brothers with their families. She was buried in the Rock Church Cemetery in 1961.
Martin, another son was born in 1884. He was only one year old when the family came to Texas on a train from Minnesota. Just think, Bertel and Christine were married in 1885 and here they are with six children ten years later starting
over in Texas.
By December 1885 another son, Charley was born. Charley spent most of his life as a truck farmer in Fort Wort. He
never married. Later in his life he moved back to the Bertelsen farm and was known for raising watermelon.
Will, off da! – another son was born. He married Ina Mickelson. Will became a carpenter and they lived in Fort Worth,
raising a son and a daughter.
Clara, finally another girl. She married Ole Olson and they had three children, J.B., Carroll, and Ruth.
Bernt was born in 1890. He had a barber shop in Cranfills Gap for 47 years; everyone in the county knew Bernt and had
a haircut at his shop. I remember the pew at St. Olaf where Bernt and Minnie sat for years. Bernt never had gray hair.
He died in 1967 and Minnie died in 1976. Their final resting place is also the Rock Church Cemetery.
Caroline, the third daughter married Belvin Swenson. Caroline died when their daughter, Caroline Bell was ten days old
in 1917.
Christine married Levi Swenson in 1917 and he died a year later of the flu. Christine took her son, Levi and Caroline Bell
to live with Grandpa Bertelsen in the big white house. She had begun playing the organ at the Rock Church in her teens
and continued to play at the new brick church for 25 years. Levi and Caroline Bell were not too happy to go pump the
organ as she practiced on Saturday afternoons. She directed the church and school choirs and taught piano lessons.
Ferdie married Alice Ammons and they had seven children. He served in World War I.
Beatrice married Dudley Pendleton and they lived in Arizona and California. Dudley died in1939 and Caroline Bell went
to California to live with Beatrice.
Four babies of Bertel and Christine were buried in the Rock Church Cemetery with no record of the date of their birth or
death. According to the records there were 15 children and 37 grandchildren. There are many more stories of the next
generation of Bertelsen families associated with St. Olaf which may be told. St. Olafs churches have benefited greatly
having such a talented, supportive and loving large family as a part of its membership thru the years. I could not begin
to name members of this family still associated with the church.
~ Geneva Finstad
References: Bosque County Land and People, Saint Olaf Rock Church Cemetery Records

If you would like to submit something for the newsletter, the deadline is the 20th of the preceding month. Also, if you
have any questions or comments, or you would like to be added/removed from the newsletter mailing (or
emailing) list, please to contact Angela at the church email: saintolaflutheran@gmail.com. Thanks!

IT IS ALMOST TIME FOR OUR ANNUAL FAIR TRADE FAIR
The Fair will open the morning of Saturday, November 21 at 8:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. in the basement of
the church. The Fair will also be open the following Sundays from 10:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. : November
22, 29, and December 6. The December date will depend on whether there are items remaining after the
earlier sale dates.
The WELCA committee has selected an assortment of items for the sale, however, catalogs will also be
placed in the back of the church and individuals can select items of their choice to add to the order. There
will be a sign up sheet with the catalogs.
This is a great opportunity to start your Christmas shopping. The purchase of these unique
hand made gifts is an opportunity for you to give
twice - once to your friends and family and once
to the small scale artisans in developing countries. Behind every product is a story of hope and
change - of an artisan being able to feed his or
her child more nutritious meals, a family receiving basic medical care, or a community school
available for local youth - all made possible
through your participation. All proceeds from
the sale go to the artisans. We look forward to
seeing you at one of the sales.

Breakfast News October 2015

Once again the St. Olaf Basement was really buzzing. I don’t think there was an empty chair from 8:00am
to 9:30am. What a wonderful day; God has been so good to us! All of our friends and neighbors, friends
from far and near that come together to share a meal. To talk and laugh and visit and renew old friendships. We thank you all for making our breakfast a gathering place for all community.
I know the Bacon Bash in town was a big success. We had lots of those people come up for breakfast.
I hope you have noticed we are using real silverware, mugs, plates, and real cloth napkins.
None of that plastic and paper stuff for us.
I hope you enjoyed something a little different from the usual scrambled eggs. We had several different
casseroles including a breakfast pizza and a blueberry oatmeal casserole. Of course, there were biscuits and
sausage gravy, bacon, fruit plates, and sweet rolls.
We have a new coffee pot so we can now brew over 100 cups of coffee at one time. Food and coffee was all
gone at clean up time.
We gave away two certificates for a fish dinner, for 2, good at the Horny Toad. We thank them for that. I
will be asking all the merchants to help us with gift certificates to their businesses. We want to include
them in our breakfast surprises.
Always many thanks to my great, hard-working crew that helps to make all of this possible. I would be
nothing without them. At one time, there was a table full of dirty dishes and a stack of plates two feet high
for Bob (that is “Sponge Bob”) Miller to wash and Terry to dry. I think I heard someone mutter under his
breath, “Whose idea was it to use real plates, anyway?” Many thanks to you two. Everyone has a job, and
they do it so well.
I hope everyone has a healthy and happy time until we see you in November. Won’t it be nice to have
cooler weather, and we hope, rain. God Bless.
~ Iris

October Council Meeting
The Meeting was called to order by Iris at 6:00PM with 13 members present. The devotion was given by
Pastor Joan.
Minutes of the previous meeting were read & approved.
Pastor Joan went over her report. It was requested for an operating statement be presented to the council
each month for the Discretionary Funds.
Financial Statement was given by Gerald:
 He would like to pay the 1 yr note off at FSSB before year end by using the Capital Project Fund
 The negative amount shown in YTD income/expense is smaller due to the sale of some of our investments
 A motion was made & passed to continue with the same health insurance plan for the Pastor – this plan

increased 7% for 2016
Deacon’s report was given by Emily:
 Special appreciation was expressed to Pastor Joan for “Pastor Appreciation” month
 A grant is being applied for thru the Mission Endowment Fund to help fund the community garden project
which also includes the Master Gardener 4-H group, Permission was also given for this group to store supplies in the small room on the East end of the Sunday School building next to the garden area
 A request for help in donations of snack/meals for the Girl Scouts & 4-H groups
 Work on the new church directory is moving along – deadline for completion has been set for February 14,
2016
Trustee report was given by Virgil:
 The Church Mutual Insurance expressed concern about the balcony in the brick church not having a railing. Options are being explored & will be presented at a later time
 The new computer has been installed in the church office
 A new door has been installed on the South side of the Sunday School building
Board of Ed report was given by Patricia.
 Renee has started exciting new projects for the youth
Cemetery report was given by Kenneth:
 There were 215 persons signing the guest register at the Rock Church in the last month – 35 of these being
from Norway
 Both doors & the handrails have been refinished
The Breakfast Group report was given by Iris:
 They will purchase more round tables with matching chairs for the basement
 They donated $200 for prizes at the Community Fall Fest
Old Business:
 2 motions were brought before the council by Bob addressing Bishop Kanouse. He asked for full approval
of the council or both motions would be withdrawn. Since some disapproval was expressed, both motions
were withdrawn.
 A motion was made & passed to purchase a $75 gift certificate for both Abby & Lou for installing the new
church computer
st
 An update on the Community Fall Fest to be held on October 31 from 5-7:30 being sponsored by all 3
churches, Chamber of Commerce & various other businesses in town. The council approved an orange TShirt for St Olaf members
New Business:
 A motion was made & passed to go forward with the planning of the 2016 Day Camp for youth in our community who are between the ages of 5 & 10 yrs old. The app cost for this week-long camp for 25 youth
would run around $3,000


A motion was made & passed to accept all of the above reports as presented.
Meeting adjourned at 8:20PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Rita Hanson, Council Secretary

Mary, Martha, & Ruth
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PRAYER LIST: Doland Olson, Joe McGowen, Mary (Ray) Hastings,
Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Leahy, Margret Turpin, Tom Gary, Gene
Lee, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick, Betty Johnson,
Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper Brown, Elaine
Moore, Wayne Mixon, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick,
Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Ron Brooks, Dusty Wells, Rita Hoggett, Chris Lujan, Eileen Hicks, Gary Tyson, Larry Barger, M.A. Midgett,
Kinsley Norris, Maranna Horn, Charles Osborn, Ronda Portman, Charlene Meador, Tim Pederson, Gordon Johnson, and The Lutheran
Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.

ary Circle:
Will meet November 11, at LSM, 2pm

artha Circle:

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, Justin Bar-

Will meet Nov 19, St. Olaf Sunday
School Building, 7pm

nes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke,
Daniel Ramirez.

Prayer List

uth Circle:
Will meet Nov 12, St. Olaf, 2pm

Ruth circle met October 8th with eight members
present. Shirley led the bible study as we discussed Psalm 13 and trusting in God to answer
our prayers in his time not in ours. Business discussed ; the date of our December WELCA
Luncheon has been changed to December 1 at
6:30pm so the night bible study women will be
able to attend. We enjoyed Mary's refreshments. Our November 12th meeting will be
hosted by Naomi and Betty Tindall will lead our
study at 2pm.

Dan Lund from Church of
the Damascus Road will
preach on Sunday, Nov
22, concerning his ELCA
prison ministry. Come
hear his dynamic message of the love of Jesus!

WELCA Christmas Dinner
Tuesday, Dec 1 @ 6:30pm.
Pot Luck

Noisy offering. $168.50
Total malaria gift. $255.05
In Memory of Larry Mickelson

October 30, 1940 - October 6, 2015

All Circles & Guests
“No Men Allowed”
LWR "Thank You" for your generous support of
"school supplies" and "soap". In August, 27
school bags were sent to LWR. In April we
had sent 30 school bags also. This is a continuing mission as we will be sending
more bags and soap as well as
quilts and health kits in
April 2016 so your continued
support is very much appreciated.
Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Sept 30, 2015

$85,612.50

$85,462.50

$150.00

Actual through Sept 30, 2015

79,874.20

80,084.60

(210.40)

Financial Report
Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

Assisting Minister: Anna Fortier
Head Usher: Gwyn Christensen
Ushers: Gwyn & Teresa Christensen
Altar Guild: Shirley Thompson & Patricia Forsythe

November 2015

All Saints Sunday is Nov 1—Please send names of the departed and newly baptized to be remembered.
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20

28

Community Breakfast, 89:30am
Fair Trade Fair,
8:30-11am

21

13-15, St. Olaf youth attend The Gathering,
Fort Worth

14 Pastor attends MEF
Board mtg

11
Mary Circle,
Heckmann Hall, 2pm

Faith’s Fellowship Out
to Eat, 6pm
Martha Circle, 7pm

27

November Birthdays: Gwyn Christensen, Anna Fortier, &
Avary Finstad (3), Gina Kersey & Mary Paulson (4), Daniel
Reierson (14), Ruth Taylor & Betsy Campbell (17), Betty Tindall
(19), Kimberly Foy-Meissner (21), Kelli Vinson (24), Hannelore
Prisk (28), and Kenneth Allen Wiese (29).

26
Happy Thanksgiving!

13

10
Council at Faith, 6pm

25

19

12 Meridian Ministerial
Alliance, 8:00am
Pastor at LSM, 10am
Deanery, Crawford,
12:30pm
Ruth Circle, St Olaf, 2pm

24

18
Council, St. Olaf, 6pm

4
WELCA Bible study
leaders meet with Pastor, 1pm

9
Mutual Ministry Team,
St. Olaf, 6:30pm

16

23

30

17

1 Fall back with your
clocks @ 2am
Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
Youth Group, 10:30am
8
Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
Youth Group, 10:30am

15
Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
Youth Group, 10:30am

22
Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
Youth Group, 10:30am
Fair Trade Fair, 10:30-12
29 Advent begins
Adult & Children’s SS,
8:30am
Worship, 9:30am
Youth Group, 10:30am
Fair Trade Fair, 10:30-12

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and share
Christ’s love.
Dear Christian Friends,
I have a challenge for you. I am talking about attending worship. The upcoming months of
November and December are some of the busiest on our calendars. Don’t let your busyness
rob you of worship. What I am asking you to do for the next two months is to commit to attending worship at least three times a month. (I know that some of you already do and
will continue to exceed this. Thank you for that.) Write worship on your calendar like you do with other
special events. Worship is special – it is not an afterthought -- like I’ll go to worship if nothing else
comes up or if I’m not too tired. Make worship a priority above anything else you do this season, because
it is vital to your Christian life.
Is it that important that you attend worship during the season commercially called “The Holidays?” Isn’t
it enough to attend a special service or two? Well, the word “holiday” comes from holy day, and we will
celebrate several of them in the church in these next two months. (Every Sunday in fact is a little Easter.)
All worship experiences are your anchor on the ship of life; avoid getting side tracked during all the commercial shuffle. You are invited to put down your shopping bags on Sunday mornings. Let God keep you
grounded with regular worship.
From Hebrews 10 we hear, “And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good
deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” No Christian is called to be alone in
this world. We are here for the sake of the world, but we are also here to encourage one another to be the
hands of Christ. How are you going to receive the Christian encouragement you need without meeting
for worship with other believers? How are you going to receive spiritual food of Holy Communion without worship? And think how hard it is to follow up on Christ’s command to “love one another“(John
15:12) if you are never in worship with one another. (Of course it is different if you are homebound or in
a nursing home; we bring worship to you.)
I realize that sometimes Christians become discouraged or disgruntled just like anybody else. I urge you
to hang in there. Come to vote in congregational meetings. Speak up with your voice in committees and
in meetings. These are the channels we have for making thoughts known. And this is how we work together for the good of the whole body of Christ.
You need worship as you live the Christian life. So please consider the challenge: Commit to attending
worship at least three times a month in the next two months.
“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).

Pastor Joan
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

