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News from Chris Lujan

Dear Rev Joan,

Breakfast News, December 2015

Wow time flies when we are having fun! This past
week was Thanksgiving and we all have so much to be
thankful for. We are so thankful for all of those that
are helping the Church of the Damascus Road Ministry.
A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING:

We had a really good turn out Saturday, 82 people.
The place was really buzzing. We enjoy that. We have
completed our 4th year of serving breakfast to the
community.

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Ernie and the people of Faith Lutheran
St. Olaf's Lutheran
Calvary Lutheran- for helping prepare the packages
for the prisoners for Christmas morning.
Preston Meadow Lutheran Church
Shepherd King
Messiah Lutheran Church
Abiding Grace Lutheran
The band members @ Damascus
Pastor Franz, Gary and Julie for their hard work for
during our Sunday afternoon services.

We have completed these projects:

I could not do all that I do without the support from
all of you!!!
You all give us so many things to be thankful for.
I am so grateful and thankful for all of you! May you
all have a blessed Christmas season!

What a joy it has been and lots of hard work! We have
fed 800 people this year, give or take a few people.

1. New cabinet and range in the kitchen.
2. Painted the kitchen.
3. Cooking sheets & mixing bowls.
4. We received a $300 gift towards the cost of the
range. Many thanks to her.
5. $500 scholarship to a graduate.
6. Paid 1/2 of cost for furniture in the hall of the
Sunday School building.
7. 2 gallons of wine for communion.
8. $120 for removing shrubs and hauling furniture.
9. Many thanks to Jeanie and Betty for furniture in
the blue Sunday School room.
10. $200 for Fall Fest.
11. $1,000 to St. Olaf for utilities.

God Bless,

12. $500 for Fire Department.

Dan Lund

13. $200 to a family in need.
14. $100 to Helping Hands.
15. 3 more round tables and 75 new chairs.
16. It costs about $250 for supplies for the breakfast
each month.
Next month, the Norwegian Society will join us for
breakfast. Last year, we served over 100, then.
Many thanks for all the generous donations from our
local, and distant, friends. We are expecting bigger
and better things in the new year. Many thanks to the
dedicated and hard working crew.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy &
Healthy New Year.
May God bless us all.
~ Iris

Mary, Martha, & Ruth

M

ary Circle:
Will meet Jan 13 @ Heckmann Hall,
2pm

Mary’s Bible Study group met on December 9, 2015
at Heckman Hall with Elise, Geraldine, Billye, Charlene, Pat, Emily, Elaine, Hannalore, Pastor Joan and
Barbara attending. Elsie led the study, Christmas
carols were sung. Each member brought delicious
refreshments.
The next meeting will be held on January 13, 2016.
We welcome any visitors to join us.

R

PRAYER LIST: Doland Olson, Mary (Ray) Hastings,
Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Leahy, Margret Turpin, Gene
Lee, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick,
Betty Johnson, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie
Ogle, Cooper Brown, Elaine Moore, Wayne Mixon, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm,
Raymond Bailes, Ron Brooks, Rita Hoggett, Chris Lujan,
Eileen Hicks, Gary Tyson, Larry Barger, M.A. Midgett,
Kinsley Norris, Charles Osborn, Ronda Portman, Daniel
Smith, Sherry Finstad Roberts, Rev. C. A. Mangham, Al
Carlson, Makayla Pierce, Riley Hardcastle, Levada Whitford and The Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.
SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina,
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore,
Michael Crackhome, Alex
Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke,
Prayer List
Daniel Ramirez.

uth Circle:
Will meet Jan 14 at 2pm at St. Olaf

Ruth circle met at Betty Tindall's home Dec. 9th for
our Christmas Luncheon. Ten members were present and we were happy Elaine and Pastor Joan
could join us. Betty opened the program by singing a
Christmas Carol "Twas In The Moon of Wintertime"
written by Father Jean De Brebeauf written in the
1600's. Father wrote the carol in a way that the Canadian Huron people could understand the birth of
Jesus . We enjoyed a bountiful salad luncheon and
fellowship..Our January 14th meeting will be hosted
by Shirley and Abby will lead our bible study. We
meet in the basement at 2pm, you are always welcome to join us.

M

The 5th Sunday Singing will be at St. Olaf
on Jan 31 @ 6pm.
Choir practice will be after church
on Jan 3, 10, 17, and 24.
The St. Olaf College Choir will be performing:
Baylor University, Jones Concert Hall
Thursday, February 4, 2016, 7:30 p.m.
Waco, Texas

artha Circle:
Will meet Jan 21, St. Olaf Sunday
School Building, 7pm

Thank you for the cards, gifts, and well wishes this Christmas season. I appreciate you thinking of me. I sincerely
enjoy my job as your church secretary. Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year! ~ Angela Roberson

Dear Members of St. Olaf,
Thank you for all the cards and gifts given to us this
holiday season! Each one is very special as each of you is special! May God
bless us in this new year!
~ Pastor Joan and Steve

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Nov 30, 2015

$104,637.50

$104,454.17

$183.33

Actual through Nov 30, 2015

95,197.16

96,245.12

(1047.96)

Financial Report
Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and share
Christ’s love.
Dear Friends in Christ,
With the first of the new calendar year upon us, we usually think only of new beginnings. Maybe it’s
because we live an overinflated lifestyle with too much going on at Christmas, but the day of the Epiphany of Our Lord tends to get overlooked in the mix. We throw the magi into the manger scene and tend
to want to be done with it on December 26. But it is not so in the church.
Epiphany simply means a revelation. On that day specifically God in Christ is revealed to the gentile magi. The day of
the Epiphany of Our Lord is January 6, and it is the end of the 12 days of Christmas. It is the beautiful capstone for the
seasons of Advent/Christmas like Pentecost is for Lent/Easter seasons.
In the gospel of Matthew we read of the magi who follow a star, traveling hundreds of miles to worship the Christ Child.
“On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother” (Matthew 2:10-11). They bring gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the home. In our own homes we meet “Christ in family and friends, in visitors and strangers. In the
home, faith is shared, nurtured, and put into action. In the home Christ is welcome.”
This day of the Epiphany of Our Lord has become traditionally a day of house blessings. Friends and family may gather
at the door of the house and someone leads a greeting and a blessing for the home. Another person may read a scripture
passage from Proverbs 24:3-4. A visual blessing may be inscribed with white chalk above the door, “20 + CMB + 16.”
The numbers change each year. The letters stand for either a Latin blessing meaning “Christ bless this house,” or the
legendary names of the three magi.
You can do your own blessing, of course! It can go like this -- The inscription may be written above the entrance as you
speak:
“The magi of old, known as
C – Caspar,
M – Melchoir and,
B – Balthasar,
followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us
20 – two thousand
16 – and sixteen years ago.
+ -- Christ, bless this house,
+ -- and remain with us throughout the new year.”
Let us pray: “O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star. We pray that you bless this home
and all who live here with your gracious presence. May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your truth
our light, and your peace our benediction; through Christ our Lord. AMEN.” May it be so in our personal lives and our
houses of worship as well in 2016 (from Sundays and Seasons, 2016).
Blessings,

Pastor Joan

If you would like to submit something for the St. Olaf newsletter, the deadline is the 20th of the preceding month. Also, if you have
any questions or comments, or you would like to be added/removed from the newsletter mailing (or emailing) list,
please to contact Angela at the church email: saintolaflutheran@gmail.com. Thanks!

