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T he Peder A. and Otto Nygaard Families 

Peder Ole Nygaard was born 1842 in Norway and grew up in the Oslo area.  In 1884 he married Ingeborg 

Oldsdatter Melheim.  She had two brothers who came to America and became involved in the restaurant busi-

ness in Chicago.  In 1885 Peder, Ingeborg and baby daughter came to America. 

They moved to Bosque County a year later.  Seven children were born to Peder and Ingeborg: Mattie (1885- 

1960), Carrie (1888- 1910), Katie (1890 ï 1971), Inger (1892 ï 1923), Ole (1893 ï 1899), Otto (1896 ï 19?), 

and Annie (1897 ï 1906). 

Otto was born at Norse and was baptized, confirmed and married by Rev. J.K. Rystad. He received his educa-

tion at the Norse School, where he met Hannah Caroline Olson to whom he was married in 1917.  They made 

their first home in the Neils Creek community and later bought a farm in the Mustang community.  Otto and 

Hannah had four children.  

Myrtice Irene was born in 1921. She married Curtis Larson from Clifton in 1948.  They both attended Clifton 

Junior College and North Texas State College.  Myrtice taught school in several areas and also taught at North 

Texas.  She and Curtis moved to Arlington in 1953, where both were teacher/Administrators in public educa-

tion.  Their combined years of teaching service totaled 74 years, Curtis had 34 years and Myrtice taught 40 

years.  The Myrtice and Curtis Larson Elementary School in Grand Prairie was named in their honor. 

A daughter was born to Otto and Hannah who died in infancy in 1924.  Prentice Mourine is buried in the 

Rock Church Cemetery. 

In 1926 twins were born, Hazel Norene and Olney Noran. They were confirmed in St. Olaf Church  in 1941 by 

Pastor Walter Maakestad.  Norene attended North Texas State College and also taught school, completing 38 

years upon retirement in 1984.  Noran served in the Pacific Islands during World War II.  When he returned 

he attended Texas A&M and North Texas. He was employed in geophysics and civil engineering.  Noran was 

buried in the Rock Church Cemetery on February 24, 2016. 

Myrtice continues to live in the Arlington area involved in school and commu-

nity activities which she has loved all her life.  We are blessed to have her con-

tinuing interest and support in the churches and school where she grew up.  

Thank you for families, such as this, who have contributed to the life of St. Olaf 

for many years.  ~Geneva Finstad  

Family Spotlight  

Taylor Mikelô Duderstadt, Class of 2016  

Mikelô, a St. Olaf member,  will graduate from Hico High School on May 27, 
2016.  Mikel' was just honored by getting crowned as Royal Student Ambassa-
dor for Hico. Inspiration 4 Life Radio honored Mikel' for her performances 
and for her fundraising organization "Kaya & Co." that has raised thousands of 
dollars for different needs.  

Mikel's love for animals has led her to pursuing a Wildlife Biology and Man-
agement degree from Tarleton State University. Mikel' is a model for Twisted 
J of Stephenville .She is excited about the future and will continue her 
ñKayla & Co.ò efforts to raise money where there is a need. 



Updates from Church Council  

 

In an effort to keep you informed of church council activity, I will publish notes in each monthôs 
newsletter.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 254-652-0676. 

The Church Council has approved the following members to the transition team as we move forward 
to find an interim pastor.  Committee members are Jamie Edwards (chair), Patricia Forsythe, Terry 
Finstad, and Rita Hanson.  The duties of the committee are to facilitate closure for departing pastor, 
help determine readiness for the Call Process, monitor pastoral needs, facilitate beginning of the 
new pastorôs ministry. 

Faith Lutheran Church has indicated their desire to dissolve our pastoral sharing agreement.  Dur-
ing Pastor Joanôs tenure, they have assumed many duties and now feel they are capable of returning 
to their previous status as an independent congregation.  The St. Olaf council will meet on May 4th 
to review their request. 

As we move toward identifying an interim pastor, supply pastors have been scheduled as follows: 

 

May 8 ï Renee Barner 

May 15 ï Pastor Herb Lammert, Retired Pastor 

May 22 ï Pastor Irma Bernales, Garland, TX 

 

Jeanne Bayless and I attended the Mission As-
sembly annual meeting from March 22 to 24.  
The meeting was energizing and helpful in mak-
ing contact that would be helpful during our 
transition period.  The primary task of the meet-
ing was election of a new bishop.   

Pastor Erik Gronberg of Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Forth Worth was elected bishop.  He is very 
dynamic but very down to earth at the same time.  
Many of you probably know that members of St. 
Olaf were charter members of Trinity Lutheran 
in Ft. Worth.  He is very aware of our connection.  
I have already asked our bishop elect to deliver 
the sermon for our 100-anniversary celebration 
on October 22, 2017. 

As we move through this period of transition, 
please continue to keep us in your prayers.  To-
gether we can make St. Olaf the congregation 
Godôs intends us to be. 

Phyllis Rieser, Council President 

 

 
Phyllis Rieser, Jeanne Bayless, Bishop elect Pastor 

Erik Gronberg and his daughter  

If you would like to submit something for the newsletter, the deadline is the 20th of the preceding month.  Also, if you have  any questions or 

comments, or you would like to be added/removed from the newsletter mailing (or emailing) list , please to contact Angela at the 

church email:  saintolaflutheran@gmail.com.   Thanks! 



Selling Chances on a  
2007 Road King!!  

Buy your chance(s) on a 2007 Road King 
motorcycle (less than 3,500 miles!!) in 
GREAT condition!!   
Proceeds to benefit  St. Olaf Schol-
arship Fund in memory of Niki 
Carlson and Lexie Finstad and to 
the Niki Warms the Cold Building 
Repair Fund .  
Our goal is to have all the tickets sold by 
May 14th and have the drawing @ our 7th 
Niki de Mayo event.  
If we still have tickets we will continue 
selling and have the drawing June 4th @ 
the Crawfish Boil.  
Tickets  available at the Horny Toad Bar 
and Grill: 1 for $20, 3 for $50, 10 for 
$100,  or contact Owen or me.   For more 
info call Owen or me @ 254-597-2574 or 
email sandi@hornytoadbar.com.   
Thank you! 

Wool Judging Fun  

One of our members, Kameron Wiese, is 

celebrating success in 4-H and FFA with 

his participation in wool judging competi-

tions this past month.  He, along with his 

4-H team, placed 2nd in Intermediate 

Wool Judging, and he placed 4th as an 

Individual.  Kameron, along with his FFA 

wool judging team, then, made it to the 

State competition in Lubbock. There were 

several other 4-H kids who placed.  Con-

gratulations to all!  

Cranfills Gap FFA State Wool Judging Team: Kameron Wiese, 

Bennie Wright, Kassidy Patrick, Caleb Ince, and Ag Teacher, Jim 

Bob Webb 

4-H Wool Judging Team: Marcus Wright, 

Bennie Wright, Kameron Wiese, and Caleb 

Ince (not pictured)  


