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Family Spotlight
he Ole John and Serene Reirson Family

Ole John Reirson, only son of Jens Lasson Reirson and Oline Johnson Reirson was born in 1874 on his parent’s farm four miles east of Cranfills Gap. The nearest school was in Cranfills Gap and neighbors decided to
establish a school closer to their homes. Reirson gave ten acres of his land and the Swenson School was built
with Mr. Reirson and Swenson being the trustees.

In 1892 Ole John married Serene Elise Strand, daughter of Chris and Regina Strand. The first of their five
children was born in 1894. Lenor served in World War 1, never married and was buried in 1940 in the Rock
Church Cemetery. Oline was born in 1896. She married Jorgen M. Jorgenson, who also served in World War
1 and was a mail carrier until his retirement. She died in1957 and Jorgen died in 1973, both are buried in the
Rock Church Cemetery. Minnie was born in 1898; she taught school and never married. She died in1969.

Another son, Alvin was born in October of 1903. Alvin was president of Sunset State Bank when he married,
Eddie Dorothy Linnstaedt, a teacher in Bosque County. They had one son, Curtis Calvin. After a number of
years in the banking business, Alvin became the owner of the family farm and increased the acreage. He also
operated appliance stores in Clifton and Waco.

The youngest daughter of Ole john and Serene was born in 1905. Rowena taught school and married Levi
Bryn. They lived on and managed the family farm and Levi was responsible for managing St. Olaf Rock
Church Cemetery for many years. Everyone knows their daughter, Levada Ruth and I won’t print when she
was born. Levada is an accomplished pianist and organist. She faithfully played the organ at St. Olaf for
many years. She played the piano at Faith Lutheran in Meridian and also played for the Methodist Church in
the Gap. Even when she had serious health problems, she would be there to play.

Through the generations of good hearted, strong Christian willing servants St. Olaf Church grew and today
members are working to accomplish our goal to “Worship, teach, nurture, and share God’s love” within our
church and community.

References: Bosque County Land and People,
Rock Church Cemetery Record
Corrections: Contact Geneva Finstad at 254 597

Don’t forget about our
Kids’ Kloset!
Once school starts, we will be in
need of clean, gently used,
fall/winter clothing for children.

Briarwood Day Camp, 2016
We had a great time at Day Camp. There were 27 registered all together. The counselors, Hannah, Kaitlin,
and Isaac, were organized and enthusiastic. The children seemed to enjoy each day as they learned about the
Church calendar. They talked about Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost.
Each day we served a snack in the morning, a hot lunch, and a snack in the afternoon. I can not thank Teresa
Christensen and Pat Forsythe enough for their organization and healthy meal and snacks. The experience
Teresa and Pat brought to Day Camp was priceless. The campers themselves were thrilled with the food and
were faithful with their gratitude.
We had so many people who helped with meals and the campers each day. We could not have done this without each and everyone pitching in, and it made an impression on our campers.
~ Renee Barner
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PRAYER LIST: Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Christensen, Margret Turpin, Gene Lee, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely,
Brady Warrick, Betty Johnson, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston,
Ronnie Ogle, Cooper Brown, Elaine Moore, Martha & Helena
McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes,
Chris Lujan, Larry Barger, Kinsley Norris, Charles Osborn, Daniel
Smith, Al Carlson, Makayla Pierce, Riley Hardcastle, Gwyn
Christensen, Geraldine Jenson, Bettye Knudson, Ivan and
Junelle Johnson, Glenda Anderson, Rev. C. A. & Gloria
Mangham, Donna Mangham, Harold Wiese, Delbert Patrick,
Bryson Barnes, Rick Payne, Kendel Morris, the family of Daniel
Reierson, the family of Gene Lee, and The Lutheran Church
Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.

Will meet in September

WELCA News
The ladies will meet at 2:30pm, August 3,
for a business meeting.

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, Justin
Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex Saborsky, Kirk
Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez.

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 20th of the preceding
month. Please direct questions/comments to
saintolaflutheran@gmail.com.

The Briarwood monthly newsletter, The Vine, can be
found online: http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
Financial Report

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Jun 30, 2016

$55,646.00

$55,646.00

$0.00

Actual through Jun 30, 2016

41,022.30

45,510.85

(4,488.55)

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
To all,
I don’t know where July has gone. It’s been a great month with Bible School, Day Camp and July 4th
activities. Many of you participated in these events. It only goes to show that together we can accomplish wonderful things for our church and community. My greatest hope is that in August, we
will have more time for reflection and looking forward. There are certainly several very important
events will occur in the coming months.
Geneva Finstad and I recently met with two of our deacons to begin planning for the centennial celebration scheduled in October of 2017. Geneva proposed the theme, “Embracing our Heritage with
Visions of the Future.” I believe this is perhaps an appropriate phrase to remember as we continue
the work of our mission in 2016 and move forward to the 2017 celebration and the selection of a new
pastor for St. Olaf.
We have begun the process of finding a new pastor, which requires us to look at where we have been
and where we want to go in the future. Our interim pastor, Ryan Pederson will assist us with the assessment and planning process. He will continue to meet with as many members of the congregation as possible to gain individual perspectives. The information that you have to share is very valuable to this process so please do not undervalue what you might add to the conversation. Take the
initiative and call Pr. Pederson to set up a meeting to insure that your joys and concerns are heard.
Also coming in August is the Teacher Appreciation Luncheon sponsored by WELCA. What a great
way to touch members of our community, express our appreciation for the work they do, and share
Christ’s love.
May your days be blessed as we finish our out summer and look forward to what fall has to bring.
Phyllis Rieser
Council President

