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T

he Ole Olson Finstad and Julie Marie Pederson
Finstad Family

Family Spotlight

Ole Finstad was born in Loiten, Norway on April 13, 1862 to Ole A. and Elizabeth Jensdatter Finstad. At the
age of ten, Ole and his older sister, Agnett came to America on one of England’s first built steam ships, “The
White Liner”. Ole and Agnett changed ships in New Orleans and landed in Galveston, Texas on December 22,
1872. The story was told of her having a problem keeping up with him on the lengthy voyage. They were
traveling on the upper deck and Ole decided to throw the bed bugs in his bed down on the deck below where
the better accommodations were. His father, Ole A. had immigrated to America in 1871 and was living and
working on the Jens Ringness farm in Bosque County as Mrs. Kari Ringness and his wife were sisters. His
wife, Elizabeth and three other children, Juliana Ann, Anders, and Gunde came in 1877, as they could not afford passage for the entire family at once. Due to unhealthy conditions on the ship, Juliana and Anders died
of malaria shortly after arriving in Bosque County.
Ole was confirmed at the Norse church in the first communion class of Rev. J.K. Rystad on July 6, 1879. It
was in the class that he met Julie Marie Pederson. Julie Marie was born in Elverum Hedemarken, Norway on
January 6, 1864 to Peder and Serine Pederson. She came to America with her parents and three siblings at
the age of three. The family landed in Quebec, Canada and made their way south by walking and rafting
down streams. Her mother died along the way and there is no record of the date or place of burial. Ole and
Julie Marie were married on December 1, 1885.
Ole’s sister, Agnett had met and married C. M. Bakke and they owned land between Norse and Cranfills Gap.
Ole and Julie Marie moved to a small rock house on the Bakke property. Their first son, Alfred was born
there September 8, 1886. C.M. and Ole were successful in their partnership of farming and cattle. Soon Ole
bought 320 acres of land a short distance north of Cranfills Gap paying $3.00 an acre. A daughter, Ida and
two sons, Jason and Guy Alexander were born in the house they built on this property. The children were
baptized and confirmed in the Rock Church, which Ole had helped build by hauling rock in his wagon. Guy
told of riding horseback from their home to the Rock Church for confirmation classes and how hard it was to
memorize the catechism in the Norwegian language. Ole loved music and played a trombone in the Norse
Band. Ole died in 1944 and Julie died in 1850, both are buried in Rock Church Cemetery.
Alfred married Tennie Hastings, but she died in 1923 leaving two girls, Jewel and Ione whom Julie Marie
raised. Alfred later married Christine Bertelson Swenson. Christine had taken organ lessons as a teenager
and played the organ at St. Olaf for about 40 years. Alfred continued to live on the home place until his death
in 1971. Ida married Charlie Nelson and they lived on land they bought in the Mustang community. There
they raised their four children, Mildred, Castel, Glenna Dell, and Carroll. Charlie died in 1934 and Ida in 1961
and both are buried in the Rock Church Cemetery.
Jason was born in 1901, married Emma Carlson and raised four sons, Jimmy, Ole, Fred and Wilson (Buster).
Three babies died as infants and were buried in the Rock Church cemetery in 1928, 32, and 35. Jason died in
1981 and Emma died in 1975, both rest in the Rock Church cemetery.
Guy was born August 17 1903. He met and married Wilma Anderson from the Spring Creek community. After living in Gary, Indiana for a short time, they moved to the house on Second Street in 1929 and lived out
the remainder of their lives there. They had three children, Wenona, Joann and Guy Wendell. Guy was St.
Olaf Sunday School superintendent before the current SS building was built and
there were over a hundred children having classes in the curtained basement, stairways, bell tower area and every nook and cranny. Wilma was active in all women
programs. She taught Sunday School and assisted Pastor Maakestad with confirmation classes. Guy died in 1990 and Wilma died in 1999. Their love and support
for St. Olaf continues through their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren who are active members.
References: Bosque Land and People, Family History, Rock Church Cemetery Records
If your family has not been in the spotlight, information was not available on all charter
members which I have attempted to spotlight. Send me information and I will try to get
as many as possible in the newsletters before our 100th Anniversary celebration. Call 254
597 2453

I have determined that I have the “Disease of Being Too Busy”. I love all the things that I do, but I just don’t make
enough time for reflection and rest. However, this once a month article for the newsletter forces me to take time for reflection on our church community. It usually takes me 3 or 4 hours to write because I do spend time reflecting. Once I
begin to think of all the things we have accomplished and all the wonderful people I see making a difference, I feel refreshed. Service to others is one of the ministries we at St.
Olaf are committed to doing.
This past weekend was another example as St. Olaf members
participated in two very successful weekend events in Cranfills Gap. Members of St. Olaf helped again with the 5th Quarter (for high school and junior high students) following the
last home football game. The three churches in Cranfills Gap
hosted the event, held in the school cafeteria. No one went
away hungry, and the live band was a special treat. It was a
great after-the-game event allowing some time for all to “chill
out”. Member of St. Olaf picked up the activity again on Saturday evening with the 2nd Annual Community Fallfest in
downtown Cranfills Gap. Games for kids were the highlight
of this event. Teresa Christensen, Patricia Forsythe, Rita Hanson, and Charlene Tergerson were responsible for our
games. Karen Sharp, our resident fortuneteller, could win any costume contest anywhere. Kameron Wiese, dressed as a
giant tooth, distributed toothbrushes provided by Jeanne Bayless. After all that candy, those kids will need those
toothbrushes. Owen & Sandi Carlson cooked over 260 hotdogs so you know there was a good crowd. The comments
from several of the kids about the event made us all feel that all the hard work was really worth it.
As we move into November, it will soon be time for our Community Breakfast. I think this is the prime example of how
we can stop our busy schedules and have some face time with friends and strangers over bacon and eggs. It’s good quality time as I can always tell when the volume goes way up in the basement. In December the Community Breakfast will
celebrate 5 years of service. Donations from our breakfast guests provide an opportunity to assist not only St. Olaf members but also individuals in the Cranfills Gap community (especially those with serious health issues). Iris Hodges leads
our team of cookers and has spent countless hours making this event happen every month. She is a special lady! If you
haven’t been to the breakfast in a while, make sure you come to the end of the year breakfast.
Also as the year draws to a close, do not forget Helping Hands. By the time you receive your newsletter, WELCA may
have already had their Can Can luncheon. But with so many in need and the holidays coming, it’s never too late to donate. Leave your canned goods in the basement on the big table by the kitchen.
Lastly, the Centennial Celebration Committee (Geneva Finstad, Phyllis Rieser, Jeanne Bayless, Cindy Wiese) has begun
meeting. We still need your ideas and especially your photos of St. Olaf through the years. Jeanne Bayless has a scanner
we plan to use. Those priceless photos will be returned to you very quickly.
Blessings to you & Happy Thanksgiving,
Phyllis Rieser
President, St. Olaf Church Council

5th Quarter Food and Fellowship

More Fall Fest Fun

Council Meeting News
There were 13 members present with Pastor Ryan giving the opening prayer.
The minutes from the previous meeting were read & approved after corrections were addressed.
Pastor Ryan’s Report:
· Inquiries have been made in regards to our funeral & baptism polices recently. It was agreed to have these
policies along with the wedding policy in the educational building for easy access as the need may arise. Pastor
Ryan as Interim Pastor will be available if schedule allows.
· Visits have been made to members on the Care & Concern List
Financial Report was given by Gerald:
· YTD income/expense has improved from September
Deacon’s Report was given by Cindy & Jeanne:
· A band will be at the 5th Quarter function on October 28th to be held at the school cafeteria
Trustee Report was given by Virgil:
· A facilities report is being complied to be presented at the November meeting to address possible repairs/
maintenance
Board of Ed Report was given by Signi:
· There are 5 attending the First Communion classes & approximately 11 youth attending Sunday School
Cemetery Report was given by Kenneth:
· There were 2 burials & 2 family reunions this month plus a group from the Christian Bikers Assn that visited
the Rock Church
The Breakfast Group Report:
· Another good attendance again in September!
The Centennial Celebration Report:
· A generous donation has been made as “seed money” to help with initial celebration expenses. As other fundraiser monies are made, the donor will be reimbursed
· A Christmas organ concert by Ken Surley has been planned for December 18th with a free-will offering that
will go towards celebration expenses
· Norwegian cookies will be sold at the Lutefisk supper on December 3 rd
· A new account has been opened at FSSB for celebration transactions
A motion was made, 2nd , passed to accept above reports as presented
Old Business:
· All members need to verify information to be used in the new church directory. There will be a date set for
remaining pictures & re-takes to be made
· The next step in the Call Process, the Transition Team will meet with Pastor Ryan to prepare a report to be
presented to the congregation
New Business:
· The annual congregational meeting will be January 22nd after the morning service
· A budget committee has been appointed to work with Gerald on the 2017 budget
· Nominations to fill the vacant council positions will be considered & presented to the congregation at the annual meeting in January for approval
· The community Fall Fest will be October 29th from 5-7:30
· Plans are still in the study process by the Facilities Study Committee for the elevator project
The meeting adjourned at 7:45PM
Respectfully submitted, Rita Hanson, Council Secretary

PRAYER LIST: Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Christensen, Margret
Turpin, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick, Betty
Johnson, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper
Brown, Elaine Moore, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey
Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry
Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel Smith, Al Carlson,
Makayla Pierce, Riley Hardcastle, Gwyn Christensen,
Geraldine Jenson, Bettye Knudson, Ivan and Junelle
Johnson, Glenda Anderson, Rev. C. A. & Gloria
Mangham, Donna Mangham, Delbert Patrick, Rick
Payne, Kendel Morris, Elaine Bakke Bell, Anna Marie
Simmons, Tom Pierce, Larry Kinney, Wayne Rohne,
and The Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.

Mary, Martha, & Ruth

M
M
R

ary Circle:
Will meet November 9

artha Circle:
Will meet November 17

uth Circle:

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, Justin Barnes,
Kevin Moore, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez.

Will meet November 10

WELCA News

Mary Bible Study was held on October 12 at Heckman
Hall at 2:00 pm with six members attending with one visitor, Janelle Kent.

President Betty Tindall opened our WELCA October 5th
meeting in the name of the Father, Son and Holy spirit.
Our purpose statement was recited.

Charlene led the study about Jesus the Evil Eye, when
God blesses the undeserving workers with fairness, justice, and grace fully given. This study was taken from
Matthew 20:1-13, the parable of the workers in the vineyard. Discussion of the study was held.

The program chairman, Emily Neal, led us in the
Thankoffering program in which all participated --each
naming what they were thankful for, and pasting hearts
on the tree of life which the Girl Scouts had made.

Offering of $60.00. Refreshments were served and fellowship continued. Duties were discussed.
Come join us on November 9. Elsie will lead the study.
~ Barbara

The Thankoffering was taken. Pres. Betty had devotion
before our regular offering. She read several thank you
notes. The minutes were read and approved. Treasurer,
Mary McGowen, reported balances of $867.87 in the regular account and $1,026.08 in the special.
Circles should elect their Program and Fellowship chairman in November. Mary made a motion, and Charlene
seconded, for us to pay tuition for one student in El Salvador. Motion carried.

Organ Recital

Ken Surley will return to St. Olaf
on December 18th
at 4pm for a special
concert of Christmas
and
classical music. Donations received will go to benefit the St.
Olaf Centennial Celebration.
Financial Report
Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

In the past, along with El Salvador, we have given to Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, Mosaic,
Chris Lujan, Good Gifts, Malaria Campaign, and Helping
Hands. We will discuss these donations at our November
2nd meeting. This meeting will be a potluck luncheon,
and everyone is asked to bring canned goods for Helping
Hands.
Mary suggested we have the Fair Trade sale around Easter
next year. A catalog will be available if anyone wants to
order.
We closed by praying the Lord's Prayer. Ruth Circle
served delicious refreshments to nine members.
~ Elsie

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

$83, 469.00

$83,469.00

$0.00

57, 995.23

63, 685.90

(5,690.67)

Budget through Sep 30, 2016*
*Budget was not amended following Pastor
Joan’s resignation

Actual through Sep 30, 2016

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
November is a month of endings and beginnings. The first three Sundays of November are the last three Sundays
of the Christian year, in which we will wrap up our time in the Gospel of Luke. The last Sunday of November
marks the beginning of the Christian year, a year in which we will be reading from Matthew’s Gospel. The Christian year begins with the season of Advent, which is probably my favorite season. Advent is a time of anticipation,
expectation, and hope. The intensity of our sense of hope is in proportion to our sense that all is not right in the
world. We all recognize that our world is misshapen, out of round, in need of repair. We see this hope for redemption best in the great hymns of Advent, some of my favorite hymns, like O Come, O Come Emanuel, that begins
with the lines “O Come, O Come Emanuel and ransom captive Israel, who mourn in lonely exile here, until the
time of Christ appears.”
The themes we see in our final readings from Luke touch on the challenging nature of the Christian life, the impermanence of things that seem permanent, and the ambiguity and unexpectedness of endings. On All Saints Sunday
we hear about the unexpected blessings and curses that we experience and reflect on how those who have gone before us and those who will come after us have and will experience the same sorts of things. We will hear about
how the disciples are impressed by the grandeur of the temple in Jerusalem and how Jesus tells them that even such
a majestic building and institution will one day be gone. On Christ the King Sunday we will be reminded of the
irony of the crucified king, but we will also be reminded that the same king
will welcome the faithful into paradise.
Advent begins with a reminder to keep awake, because the redemption of the
world will come at an unexpected time and in ways that are surprising. The
theme of wakefulness and expectation will continue throughout Advent as we
await the coming of our Lord in Christmas.
Peace, Pr. Ryan Pederson

