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T 
he PEDER and CORA ROHNE CHRISTIANSON FAMILY 

 

Peder Legon Christianson was born 1882 in Sondbjerg, Denmark where he obtained his educa-
tion.  He was a baker there, but became a blacksmith, farmer, thresher man, and well driller 

when he came to America at the age of 18.  Cora Rohne was born in Cranfills Gap to Evan Paulson and 
Marianne Ekberg in 1886.  Peder (Pete) and Cora were married 1906 at St. Olaf Lutheran church and the 
first year of marriage was spent at Possum Trot.  Their first child, Emroy Princeton was born there in 
1907. 

 

After about a year they moved to property given them by Cora’s mother.  It was a tradition to give tuition 
to their children who wanted to go to college and to give the other children farm land.  There was a large 
“Ranch House” on the property with ten rooms, six fireplaces and a sleeping porch on the second floor.  
The kitchen was a separate rock house with root cellar and storage.  Their children Marie Johanna was 
born there in 1909, Clarice Pernell in 1911, and Chris Monroe in 1913.  Pete sold half the acreage includ-
ing the house in 1915 and built a new house for the family.  Anna Tomena was born there in 1915 and a 
son, Jacob Bernhart was born in 1918. 

 

Emory Princeton attended school at Clifton College and Hebron College, Nebraska.  Emroy was con-
firmed in 1922 in St. Olaf Church.  He married Lorraine Feller and they had four children Thelma Ann, 
Wallace Evan, Sue Dale and Dan.  Emory was a self-employed oil well steamer operator and rough neck 
in West Texas oil fields. 

 

Marie Johanna was confirmed at St. Olaf Lutheran church in 1923.  She taught school until she married 
Herman Reesing.  She worked for North American Aviation in Grand Prairie during World War II.  She 
later became a dental assistant and served as president of the Texas State Dental Assistants Association.  
Herman and Marie raised two children, Cora Lou and Darrell Dean.  Darrell became a dentist working 
mostly in Grand Prairie, but before his retirement opened a practice in Meridian. 

 

Clarice Pernella Attended nursing school in Dallas at St. Paul’s Hospital.  Work was scarce during the 
depression and she moved to Rochester, Minnesota where she had private duty cases for the Mayo 
Clinic.  Clarice married A. Bradley Witte and they had two children, Linnell Gail and Joe Bradley. 

 

Chris Monroe attended school at Cranfills Gap and Clifton High School. Chris was confirmed at St. Olaf 
Church in the class of 1929.  He married Violet Kirkland and they had three children, Emroy, Ima Jean, 
and Janice. Chris worked for US Steel in Gary, Indiana until they moved back to Texas to work for North 
American Aviation. 

 

Jacob Bernhart attended nursing school at Providence Hospital in Waco.  He worked in the Emergency 
Aid Department for North American Aviation and served his country during World War II as a registered 
nurse at the Naval Base in San Diego, California. 

 

Ann Tomena attended nurses training at Providence Hospital in Waco.  She 
worked in the Veterans Hospital in Fayetteville, Arkansas where she met and 
married Simeon M. Wren, M.D. a staff surgeon.  He had private practices in North 
Carolina and Florida.  They have two children, Nancy Ann who lives in Florida 
and Simeon Mayo who resides in North Carolina.  Ann was living in Florida near 
her daughter until her death October 25, 2016. Her funeral was held in the Rock 
Church October 31, 2016 and she was buried in the Pete Christenson family plot 
at the Rock Church.  She would have been 102 years old in February. 

 
References: Bosque County Land and People, St. Olaf Lutheran Church history Book and 
Rock Church Cemetery Records.  Questions or corrections: Geneva Finstad 254 597 2453 

Family Spotlight 



 

Community Breakfast celebrates their 5th anniver-

sary on December 17th!  We hope to have a record crowd 

that will break our record attendance of 100. 

There will be lots of surprises for all who attend.   

Don't miss it!!! 



Activities at the  
Rock Church 

 
You may not realize how much activity 
goes on at the Rock Church since we do 
not have regularly scheduled services 
there.   
 
No matter what day of the week or time of 
the day you go, you will find visitors in the 
church, visiting the cemetery, putting flow-
ers on loved one’s graves, looking to have 
a wedding or just quietly sitting in the 
church.   
 
The last weekend in October was an un-
usually busy time.  On Friday there was a 
private family baptism, and Saturday a 
group from the State Norwegian Society 
visited.  On Sunday Pastor Pederson baptized another baby. The parents were of Norwegian descent 
and wanted their daughter to be baptized in the Rock Church.   

 
Then on Monday, a funeral service was held in the church for 
Ann Christensen Wrenn, who was baptized and confirmed at St. 
Olaf.  She was 101 years old and buried in her family’s 
plot.  Since that weekend there have been two weddings and 
six are on the schedule for the new year.   
 
Wouldn’t our ancestors be proud to know 
the church is still being used every-
day?                        ~ Geneva Finstad 

Pastor Ryan Pederson with Tom and Cheryl Brinch, and 

their baby Brynlee Brinch from Temple, TX 

 

The Rock Church  

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service 

 

4:30 p.m. Service 

6:00 p.m. Service 

7:30 p.m. Service w/Holy Com-

munion 

 

St Olaf Kirke (Rock Church) 

2680 CR 4145 

3 miles East of Cranfills Gap (in 

the Norse Community)  



December News and Events 

December? I don’t know how it can be December, but here it is filled with lots of activities at 
St. Olaf.  We hope that you will be able to join us and share these events with friends and rela-
tives. 

Wednesday Advent services and supper will be held on December 7th and 14th.  We will not 
have a service on December 21st. 

On December 11th, Pastor Kris Totzke, who is the Bishop’s assistant, will be joining us at St. 
Olaf for Sunday service.  She will also meet with our church council in the afternoon.  Saturday, December 17th is 
the 5th anniversary of the community breakfast.  We will have some special food and surprises to commemorate the 
day.  We hope to reach our goal of 100 people joining together for shared meal. 

The Centennial Celebration Committee has been hard at work especially making Norwegian cookies and lefse to 
sell at the Lutefisk supper.  Many thanks to Jeanne Bayless, Dian Coughron & her daughter (Tammy), Geneva Fin-
stad, and Charlene Tergerson for their help in baking cookies.  Also, thanks to the sales team of Jami Edwards and 
Patricia Forsythe.  This fundraiser couldn’t have been timed any better.  Our next fundraiser will be the Christmas 
organ concert at 4pm on December 18th.  We are very appreciative that Ken Surley will return to St. Olaf for this 
concert.  You won’t want to miss it.  I am sure there will be some Norwegian cookies to be had following the con-
cert. 

We will once again have three services at the Rock Church on Christmas Eve.  The times are at 4:30pm, 6pm, and 
7:30pm.  Only the third service will have Holy Communion.  Please share these times with friends and family 
members who would like to attend.  The middle service tends to be crowded so you might consider one of the other 
two service times.  This is one of the highlights of the year at St. Olaf.  I am sure that Miriam and the Worship and 
Music Committee will bring us to tears once again on this special evening. 

In most recent times, we have not held services on Christmas Day.  We will continue in that same pattern despite 
Christmas Day falling on a Sunday.  Pastor Ryan will begin his holi-
day vacation following Christmas Eve services.  Trinity Lutheran in 
Clifton will have service on Sunday at 10:30 and would welcome 
anyone who would like to attend.  New Year’s Day also falls on a Sun-
day, and we will have a service on that day at St. Olaf. 

Lastly, our annual meeting has been scheduled for January 22nd fol-
lowing our Sunday service.  Please plan to attend this important 
meeting, as Pr. Ryan and our Transition Team will present a status of 
church report. 

As the year draws to a close, I would like to thank everyone at St. Olaf 
for your support throughout this year. We are all different with dif-
ferent talents and skills, but together we make St. Olaf a special con-
gregation.  Blessing to you for a wonderful Christmas holiday. 

~Phyllis Rieser, Council President 

WELCA News 

The ladies of WELCA met November 2nd at noon. Emily Neal presented the program titled “I Can” with prayers and 

scripture from Philippians 4:13 and Psalm 100.  The delicious pot luck meal was enjoyed by 10 members after singing 

the table prayer. 

Pres. Betty Tindall presided over the business meeting with the election of officers. Charlene Tergerson presented the 

following:  Pres. - Betty Tindall, Vice Pres. - Shirley Thompson, Sec. - Elsie Phillips, Treas. - Mary McGowen, and Fellow-

ship Chm. - Charlene Tergerson.  The circle not hosting the meeting next year will be in charge of the program.  Anna 

Fortier made a motion to accept this, Pat Forsythe seconded, and the motion carried.  The tuition for a student in El Sal-

vador will be $150.00. Emily made a motion, Charlene seconded, to give $100.00 to Haiti and $100.00 to Chris Lujan; 

motion carried. Emily donated $100.00 to buy a pig, a goat, and 20 chickens through Good Gifts. 

Hostesses for Advent Services: Nov. 30 - Mary Circle, Dec. 7 - Ruth Circle, and Dec. 14 - Council 

The yearbook planning will be Monday, Dec. 12 at 9am. All outgoing officers , incoming officers, and circle leaders are 

asked to attend.  A year planning meeting will be held Jan. 4th at 2pm for the executive board and anyone wishing to at-

tend. 

The WELCA meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at the Rock Church 



PRAYER LIST: Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Christensen, 
Margret Turpin, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady 
Warrick, Betty Johnson, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, 
Ronnie Ogle, Cooper Brown, Elaine Moore, Martha & He-
lena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond 
Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel 
Smith, Al Carlson, Makayla Pierce, Riley Hardcastle, 
Gwyn Christensen, Bettye Knudson, Ivan and Junelle 
Johnson, Rev. C. A. & Gloria Mangham, Donna Mangham, 
Delbert Patrick, Rick Payne, Kendel Morris, Elaine Bakke 
Bell,  Tom Pierce, Wayne Rohne, Family of Martin 
Jorgensen II, Dale Sommerfeld, and The Lutheran 
Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.          

 SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, 
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex 
Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Oct 31, 2016 $92,743.33 92,743.33 $0.00 

Actual through Oct 31, 2016 66,095.04 70,819.84 (4,724.80) 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet December 14, 

2pm @ Heckmann Hall 

 

M artha Circle: Will meet December 

15, 7pm @ St. Olaf 

 

R uth Circle: Will meet December 8 @ 

“Katherine’s House” 

Advent Services will be November 30, 

December 7, and December 14.  For each 

one, there will be a 

light supper, followed 

by a short devotion. 

Ruth Circle News 
 
Shirley Thompson brought the lesson of Paul’s 
beginning of teaching the gospel to six mem-
bers; Naomi Nabors provided much appreciated 
refreshments! 
 
Ruth Circle designated Naomi to lead our circle 
again for 2017 and Shirley will serve as Fellow-
ship leader.   
          
Ruth Circle will provide the soup, cornbread and 
dessert for the December 7 Advent evening. 
          
We will meet for our Christmas program at 

“Katherine’s House,” courtesy of Betty Tindall 

on December 8. Salads and sweet goodies are 

the norm. 

Ruth Circle will start the new year off in 2017 

with Mary McGowan giving the lesson and 

Shirley providing refreshments. Organ Recital  

Ken Surley will return to 
St. Olaf on December 18th 
at 4pm for a special con-
cert of Christmas and 
classical music.     

Donations received will go to benefit the 
St. Olaf Centennial Celebration.   

Mary Circle News 

Mary Bible Study was held on Nov. 9 at 2:00pm 

at Heckmann Hall with 7 members and 2 visi-

tors.  Elsie led the study of Paul’s conversion 

and the power of failure. When we fail, blessings 

come from it if we take it as a learning experi-

ence. Discussion followed with our failures 

noted. 

New officers for 2017 are Elsie as program 

chairman and Patricia as fellowship chairman. 

Refreshments were served. Offering was $80. 

Nov. 30, we will serve Advent service. 

Dec. 18, Organ Recital by Ken Surley 

Dec. 12, Yearbook Workshop at 9:00am 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

Merry Christmas! 

 

You may have noticed that our Advent readings don’t seem very 

“Christmasy,” or that they are leading up to Christmas.  The Gospel lesson 

from the first Sunday of Advent tells the story of Jesus telling his disciples 

about the end of the world.  The Gospel lesson from the second Sunday of 

Advent tells about John the Baptist as the forerunner of Jesus.  Both of these readings bring to mind 

judgment, a topic that most people don’t enjoy thinking about.  The Gospel lesson for the third Sunday 

also features John the Baptist, who asks if Jesus is the one for whom he has been waiting.  Jesus sends 

word to him that he is, since the blind are given their sight, the lame are made to walk again, the deaf are 

able to hear. 

 

Along with these readings, we have a series of readings from Isaiah.  In these readings, we encounter im-

ages like the wolf lying down with the lamb, a new, green shoot growing out of the stump of a dead tree, 

the desert flowering with new life, the weak being strengthened.  These images come from a book written 

for people who were facing an imminent threat.  The world that they knew was liable to be torn down 

around them.  In this environment, the prophet Isaiah promised a future where things would be differ-

ent, where peace was so prevalent that a wolf would lie down with a lamb. 

 

These readings from Isaiah run parallel with our readings from Matthew because Matthew portrays Je-

sus as the promised one who would bring about this peaceful existence.  It is in Jesus as the one who 

brings peace that our Advent hopes and expectations find their end.  As we ap-

proach Christmas, where we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us remember that he 

represents the answer to deep existential questions, like those addressed by Isaiah. 

 

Our celebrations of Christmas are about family and traditions, but at the heart of 

these celebrations, what gives these celebrations meaning, is the birth of the one 

who saves us.   

~ Pr. Ryan Pederson 


