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T

he B.B. and KARI NILSDATTER SWENSON FAMILY

Family Spotlight

Bersvend Erickson Lillie Hogstad was born 1808 in Tyldalen, Norway. When he came to America in
1851, he changed his name to Swenson. He was 43 years of age when he, his wife, Kari Nilsdatter and
their seven children sailed from Norway to Galveston, Texas. He had sold his farm in Norway and paid 64
shillings for the voyage. The oldest son, Thore was 19 years old; a daughter, Goro was 17; a son named Nils
was 15; Otto was 7; daughter Sigrid was 5; and a son, B.B. was one year old. Can you imagine sailing the
ocean for over two months caring for a family this size? They settled in Bosque County and lived here until
his death in 1896; his wife Kari died the following year and both are buried in the Rock Church Cemetery.
Thore, the first born in 1832 decided to go to Wisconsin to live in 1855, as he had friends who had settled in
Wisconsin. Or perhaps the hot summers in Texas were the reason or could it have been a girl, Maret Moen
whom he knew back in Norway whose family had settled in Wisconsin? He is my maternal great, grandfather. I have the original deed to 80 acres of land he bought in Martel, Pierce County, Wisconsin in 1877 for
$520. He married Maret on October 24, 1857. They raised five children, Thore, Karine, Nellie, Mattie, Ole,
and Trina. In 1885 Thore received a letter dated April 29th from his younger brother, B. B. Swenson telling of
his wife Siri’s death, leaving him with seven children and elderly parents to care for. Thore’s oldest daughter,
Karine (my grandmother) was 19 years old and rode the train to Waco, Texas promising to help her uncle care
for his family for two years. Siri’s brother, Tobias Knudson came to check on his sister’s family and when he
went home he told his parents, ‘I met the girl I am going to marry.” Two years later they were married in the
home of B. B. Swenson. Tobias and Karine had eight children.
The oldest daughter, Goro also settled in Wisconsin. She married Andreas Langum and moved to Spring Valley, Minnesota, where he served as Secretary of State.
Bersvend and Kari’s son, Nils was born in 1836. He served in the Confederate Union Army during the Civil
War. He survived the war, but died enroute home when the war ended. His traveling companion, Ole Dahl
told of eating green apples somewhere in Oklahoma. Nils was buried in an unmarked grave in Oklahoma.
Erik Bersvend, another son was born in 1840 and was 15 when the family came to America. During the first
year of the Civil War he carried the mail between Ft. Worth and Gatesville. He rode exceptionally intelligent
and well trained horses caring two six shooters and a repeater rifle. He married Martha Questad and they
lived on the Quested farm until 1883 when they purchased a farm on the Bosque River so their children could
attend public school in Clifton. Their children were Carl Evan, Selma Clara (Mrs. Otto Schow), Belinda Norlinda, Tilden Oscar, and Sadie Johnetta (Mrs. Ole Hoel). Eric died in 1890 and Martha died in 1936, both are
buried at Norse where Martha’s father had given the land for Our Saviors Church and cemetery.
Otto was seven years old when the family came to Texas in 1851. He married Ellen Bronstad and they were
blessed with seven children. Caroline (Mrs. Brent Hoff), Bernt, Annie, John Bedford, Annie (Mrs. P.J. Pierson), and Margaret (Mrs. Tom Parks). John and Annie died in1870 at the ages of four and two as a result of
playing in paint as their house was being painted. Junelle Swenson Johnson, a member of St. Olaf is a great
granddaughter of Otto.
The youngest son, B.B. was only one year old when he came to Bosque County. He married Siri Knudson,
daughter of Salve Knudson on December 1, 1870 and they had seven children. A baby, Anna Matilda died
March 9, 1885 and was buried in the Rock Church Cemetery before work had begun to build the church.
B.B.’s wife died on April 25, 1885 and is buried beside the baby. B.B. remarried Martia; she died in1929 and
is also buried in the family plot. B.B. died in 1936. Their large two story wooden house built
in 1912 can still be seen on land across road south of the Rock Church.
The interesting stories of the descendants of Bersvend Swenson are too numerous to cover in
a newsletter. His children and grandchildren were instrumental in building a strong community with good Christian values in St. Olaf, Our Saviors, and Trinity Lutheran churches. Numerous descendants continue as active members in all three churches today.

Saint Olaf Centennial Celebration Committee would like to express our appreciation to
everyone for helping raise funds for our upcoming celebration in October of 2017. Many
hours were spent in the basement making dozens and dozens of Norwegian cookies and
lefse to sell at the Lutefisk Dinner the first Saturday in December. Sales amounted to
over a thousand dollars and the cookies makers were energized to make more to sell at the Organ
Concert.
We sincerely appreciate Ken Surley coming to perform on Sunday afternoon the 18th of December.
Despite the cold weather that day, there was a good crowd to enjoy hearing our wonderful 100 year
old organ produce sounds like you have never heard, if you didn’t get to hear Ken when he was here
last year in December. He even brought homemade candies and his mother made a Kransekake to
serve at the reception. Donations and cookie sales brought in another $700.00. Thank you to those
who attended, bought cookies, and especially the committee members and other who gave so much
of their time to bake cookies. Thank you Ken Surley for your uplifting and inspiring music.
We are also pleased to have several people bring old pictures and articles from early church times to
share for the celebration. If you have a confirmation class picture, please bring to a member of the
committee to copy and laminate for our church archive display. We will return your original picture
promptly. Any other articles or newspaper stories that you find which may be of interest would also
be appreciated.
2017 will be a busy and exciting year for us. The Centennial Celebration Committee is dedicated to
raising the funds needed for our 100 Year Celebration and will not use money from the church General Fund to pay for this. It will take input, time, and support of each and every one of us to make
this occasion special and memorable in the history of Saint Olaf Congregation.
~Geneva Finstad

Sunday School Field Trip, Bethlehem Revisited,
Waxahachie, TX 12/11/16

Sunday School Class with St. Olaf Nativity Mural

The next WELCA meeting will be
February 1 at 2:00 p.m.

Ken Surley at the organ, and introducing songs, during his recital on
December 18 at St. Olaf
Ken and his mother with the Kransekake
that she made for his organ reception

The Kransekake “tower cake” is a traditional Norwegian confection, usually eaten on special occasions like Christmas.

Highlights from the November 16, 2016 council meeting: The St Olaf Lutheran Church Council
meeting was called to order by President Phyllis Rieser on November 16, 2016 at 6:00PM. There were 14
members present. Pastor Ryan gave the opening prayer.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read & approved after the following corrections were made: 1)The
reports for the annual meeting will be due on January 8th instead of January 15th in order to have packets
ready for the congregation to review on the Sunday before the actual meeting. 2) The count of members present at the October meeting but a name was omitted.
Pastor Ryan’s Report:
· There were 2 baptisms in October
· This year’s average attendance for worship services has been 54 – which is close to being the same as 2015
· 5 children attended 1st communion classes over 3 weeks & received 1st communion on Reformation Sunday
The Financial Report was given by Gerald Nelson:
· YTD income/expense shows a small gain
· A motion was made & passed to decrease the budgets amount going to the Synod from $5,500 to $4,500 – a
closer estimated figure of the 5 1/2% of offerings for St Olaf at this time
· A motion was made & passed to open a new account to separate the remaining funds received from the
Chris & Dottie Hansen estate from the Capital Projects Fund
The Deacon’s Report was given by Cindy Wiese:
· The Deacon’s will be working with the Cent. Celebration Comm. on planning/fund raising activities
· Changes in the meeting dates are being made for both the 4-H & Girl Scouts due to other school activities
The Trustee Report was given by Virgil Tindall:
· Routine repairs/maintenance have been addressed
· The facilities repair/improvement list is still in process
The Board of Ed Report was given by Jeanne Fehler:
· Trinity Lutheran & Our Saviors Lutheran at Norse have expressed an interest in joining with St Olaf to form
a youth activities program
The Cemetery Report was given by Kenneth Wiese:
· There was 1 burial in the month of October
· Rock Church: The 2 baptisms in October were both held at the Rock Church with Pastor Ryan officiating at
both; There was 1 wedding & 2 tour groups during October
The Breakfast Group:
· December will be the 5th year anniversary for the Breakfast Group function
The Centennial Celebration Committee Report was given by Phyllis Rieser:
· As items of interest surface, they will be posted on Facebook to help create interest & get information out to
those with a connection to St Olaf. This page has been well viewed – 2,765 views were made to this page in
one week!
· Scheduled fund raisers: Norwegian cookie sales - Cookies will be made November 28 & 29th & will be sold
December 3rd at the Lutefisk Supper, and Organ Concert by Ken Surley will be December 18th
A motion was made & passed to accept the above written reports as presented.
Old Business:
· The Funeral Policy is being researched more thoroughly as some of the copies are slightly different
· A current “Active” members list is being compiled to help with the new directory as well as having available
for other projects
· Pastor Kris Totzkie, Bishop Associate with the Synod, will meet with the Transaction Team & Pastor Ryan in
December
New Business:
· November 27th will be the 1st Sunday of Advent. Lay leaders will conduct the Advent services on Wednesday beginning November 30th
· The proposed budget for 2017 was presented & approved
· A motion was made & passed to accept the Nominating Committee
of: Gwyn Christensen as the outside council person & Patricia
Forsythe, Jamie Edwards & Phyllis Rieser as council representatives
· There will not be a council meeting in December
Meeting adjourned with all joining hands to recite the Lord’s Prayer
at 7:24PM
Respectfully submitted, Rita Hanson, Council Secretary

PRAYER LIST: Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Christensen,
Margret Turpin, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady
Warrick, Betty Johnson, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston,
Ronnie Ogle, Cooper Brown, Elaine Moore, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond
Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel
Smith, Al Carlson, Makayla Pierce, Riley Hardcastle,
Gwyn Christensen, Bettye Knudson, Ivan and Junelle
Johnson, Rev. C. A. & Gloria Mangham, Donna Mangham,
Delbert Patrick, Rick Payne, Kendel Morris, Elaine Bakke
Bell, Tom Pierce, Wayne Rohne, Dale Sommerfeld, Todd
Hyatt, Betty Tindall, the Family of Don Tergerson, and
The Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.

Mary, Martha, & Ruth

M
M
R

ary Circle:
Will meet January 11, 2:00 p.m. @
Heckmann Hall

artha Circle:
Will meet January 19, 7pm @ St.
Olaf

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina,
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex
Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez.

uth Circle:
Will meet January 12 @ 2:00 p.m. @
St. Olaf

Mary Circle News: Mary’s Bible Study was held
on Dec 14 at Heckmann Hall with Charlene, Elsie,
Patricia, Elaine, Barbara, and two visitors.
Christmas carols were sang, and we had discussions
on remembering how today differs from past Christmases. In the past, it was a much slower pace, taking
time to visit neighbors and families, not stressing
over purchases. We always went to Christmas Eve
services at the Rock Church.
Delicious refreshments were served. The offering
was $55.00. We had offering for Pastor Pederson
and family. The next meeting will be January 11.
Annual Meeting is January 22, 2017
The St. Olaf Annual Meeting will be Sun, Jan 22,
2017. All reports are due by Sun, Jan 8, and packets
will be handed out on Sun, Jan 15 for members to
look over before the meeting.
Please send reports to Angela at the St. Olaf office.
She requests that if you are emailing the reports that
you send them in a Word Doc file or just send the
text via email. It makes it easier to put the packet
together with page numbers, etc. if the documents
are not in PDF format. (Thank you! ~ Angela)
Financial Report

Happy New Year! I believe the coming year will be
an exciting year in the life of St. Olaf. We will continue to discuss our future while celebrating our
past.
Within the past several weeks, I have received numerous calls related to our Centennial Celebration
from individuals who live far from Cranfills Gap but
still cherish their deep roots in the St Olaf family.
Our web page and Facebook page also continues to
show interest in what is happening at St Olaf. As we
progress toward our centennial celebration, please
keep your extended family in the loop.
The next event that I hope you will attend is our annual meeting on January 22nd, immediately following worship service. Following our meeting, we will
join together for a potluck lunch. Reports are due on
January 8th to insure that Angela has time to have
printed reports ready for distribution on January
15th. This should give everyone time to review the
reports prior to the annual meeting. Of special importance is the Transition Team Report that will be
presented by Jamie Edwards. This will also include
information related to the council’s meeting with Pr.
Kris Totzke, the Bishop’s associate that was held on
December 11th.
Lastly, I want to thank all of you for your help and
support this past year. We are involved in so many
activities; you make it all happen!
Blessing you and yours in the New Year,
Phyllis Rieser, St. Olaf Council President

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Nov 30, 2016

$102,017.67

$102,017.67

$0.00

Actual through Nov 30, 2016

71,457.16

75,345.29

(3,888.13)

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
Merry Christmas!
I am writing to you on Christmas evening from the home of my wife's family in Monterrey, Mexico. We left this morning and arrived this afternoon. We had planned to leave even earlier, but we
decided to sleep in a little bit after a late night of celebrating Christmas Eve. We enjoyed the Christmas Eve candlelight services last night at the Rock Church; the many people who attended seemed
to enjoy the services, too. In the sermon, I wanted to emphasize that Christmas is wonderful, but
that it just the beginning of a much longer story of faithfulness.
In the United States, our celebration of Christmas tends to end on Christmas afternoon, after all of
the presents have been opened. However, Christmas is not just a day, but a season, though a short
season, that lasts until January 6, which is the day of Epiphany. In Mexico there is more of a tradition of celebrating the Christmas season all the way until Epiphany, which has its own celebration,
too.
In Epiphany, we celebrate the coming of the Three Wise Men, or the Three Kings, or the Three
Magi. While Christmas is the celebration of the fulfillment of the hope of Advent, which is the hope
of salvation for Israel, Epiphany represents the expansion of that salvation to all of the world, as the
Magi come from beyond Israel.
Our readings for the Christmas season and the beginning of the season of Epiphany tell of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus’s escape to Egypt from Herod's plan to kill the newborn king. We will read about
the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist, which marks the beginning of Jesus's ministry. We will
read John's version of Jesus's call of his first disciples. We will read from Matthew's Gospel about
Jesus's ministry in Galilee, which includes his familiar teaching, which we call the beatitudes from
the Sermon on the Mount.
In these readings we get a good picture of what Jesus's message and ministry are about. I look forward to reading through these stories with you.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
Pr. Ryan

