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T

he Salve Knudson Family

Family Spotlight

“Their bodies are buried in the dust, but their names shall live forever” reads the inscription
on his tombstone at the Rock Church Cemetery where he was buried in 1889. His descendants have
grown to eleven generations and over three thousand in number giving credence to the inscription
on his marker.
Salve Knudson was born on the Kasin farm in the Tovdal Parish, Southern Norway on September 18,
1803. The farm had been in the family for six generations, upon the death of his father –Knud
Salveson born in 1767- died 1826- Salve became heir to the farm. Four years later he married Asborg Kittelsdatter. They became parents to six children, two of whom died in early childhood. Knud
Salve (1830-1910), Signe (1833-1861), Kittle (1835-185?),Targjerd (1837-1838), Tergjerd (18391846), Tolf (1841-1842).
The 1840’s were a time of social, political, and economic problems in Norway and many residents
learned of the opportunities in America. In 1843 Salve sold his farm and prepared to emigrate, but
his wife became ill and died, leaving him with four children and no property. He married his wife’s
cousin, Signe Tellefsdattter and lived on her farm until 1846, when once again they prepared to emigrate. On the way to Lillisand to board a ship, the children became ill with the measles, making it
difficult to find lodging. After waiting a month, the ship they had booked failed to arrive. Another
ship was acquired to take them to Le Harvre, France in order to contact with an American cotton
vessel, the Ancona, for the seven week journey to America. Salve’s seven year old daughter, Targjerd
died and she was buried in France. After many troubles at sea, a deck fire, pirates, and storms, the
ship arrived in New Orleans on November 3, 1846.
They boarded a steamboat which took them up the Mississippi and then the Red River until the river
became too shallow. They continued by land, walking about 8 miles a day to Normandy ( Brownsboro) in East Texas, arriving on December 24. They shared living space with Kari (Alborg’s sister)
and her husband Knud Gunderson. With the summer heat came epidemics of malaria and cholera.
Salve’s wife died, as well as, Knud Gunderson and the one year old son.
In the spring of 1848 Salve married Kari Gunderson, a sister of his first wife; she was 23 years
younger than he. Although by this time, Salve’s two older children were married, Knud Salve to
Gunhild Tergerson and Signe to Terry Nystel, Kittle died in an accident with a horse, their home
filled with six more children. Asborg (1849-1864),Siri (1852-1885),Jacob (1855-1941), Anne
Matilda (1858-1885), Kittel Tobias (1864-1948), Signe Amelia (1871-1935).
In 1858 both Salve, and his son, Knud moved their families to Four Mile Prairie and acquired
land .Then came the Civil war and Knud was conscripted into the Confederate Army. The war created many economic hardships and Salve wanted to sell his land, but after the war no one had
money to purchase land. He traded his house and land for a wagon and three yoke of oxen and
headed for Bosque County. In July 1868 Salve and his son, knud each pre-empted 160 acres of public land on which they built log cabins and began breaking land and planting crops. They were
granted ownership rights in 1873 and began building houses of rock from the nearby mountain.
They built a kiln on the edge of the creek where they made the
mortar used to build their houses. Salve was talented with his
hands and crafted most of the furniture for the house. The two
houses are about a mile and half apart and are still standing
today on CR 4145.

Salve was active in community affairs and involved in building of the first two Lutheran churches in
Bosque County. He and his family had arrived just before the first Lutheran Congregation was organized in 1869. It was 1879 before the first church was built and called the Norse Church. As more
emigrants were settling father to the west, it became a distance for them to travel by horse and
buggy or wagon. As the story has been told, it was around the dinner table after church one Sunday
at Salve and Kari’s home that Salve asked Pastor Rystad if he would preach at another church if they
built one closer to their homes. Pastor Rystad agreed and the men began hauling rocks from the
nearby mountain to build the Rock Church.
Salve and all his family were actively involved in church and community. Salve died February 13,
1889 at the age of 86 and was buried in the Rock Church cemetery. His wife, Kari lived with their
son, Jacob (currently the home where Frank Borden lived) until her death in 1913 at the age of 87.
She is buried in the Rock Church Cemetery at his side. Many of their descendants are also buried
there. Their daughter, Anne Matilda was the first person buried in the cemetery before the church
was even built. The land had been acquired and plans for the church and cemetery were being made
when she died in March of 1885. Just on month later, in April their daughter, Signe died and was
buried near her sister.
In 1996 the descendants of Salve Knudson gathered at St. Olaf for a family reunion and celebrating
150 years since his immigration from Norway. Over 500 family members attended and a genealogy
book recorded over 2,000 descendants. Each of the branches of this family tree has a valuable story
to tell and many include the development of St. Olaf churches. Salve’s son, Jacob was a member of
the building committee in 1917 when the brick church was built. There is no way to count the number of this family who has been involved in the ministry of St. Olaf through the years. Many were
instrumental in the restoration of the Rock Church and building of the Gathering Place; they continue to assist with care and maintenance of church and cemetery. We are thankful for the active
members who are involved in carrying out the ministry of St. Olaf today.
~ Geneva Finstad
Fruitful Planting: A few suggestions for your garden:

Niki Warms the Cold passing out clothing and blankets

First plan five rows of peas:
1. Prayer
2. Preparedness
3 Perservance
4. Politeness
5. Promptness
Next to them plan three rows of squash:
1. Squash gossip
2. Squash criticism
3. Squash indifference
Then plant five rows of lettuce:
1. Let us be faithful
2. Let us be unselfish
3. Let us love one another
4. Let us be truthful
5. Let us be loyal
No garden in complete without turnips:
1. Turn up for church on Sunday
2. Turn up with a smile
3. Turn up with a new idea
4. Turn up with a real determination to build community

Here we are at the end of January and I am just now committing to my New Years Resolution. It’s
all related to the way I overschedule myself which leaves little time for reflection. I especially need
to remember the positives in my world and how blessed I am each day. So in an effort to concentrate on those positive things, I have begun to write down on a daily basis the things that made me
feel blessed and happy. During the week, I feel really happy if I have eaten right, worked out on my
elliptical machine, cleaned my office or marked something off my procrastination list. But this past
Sunday, I really felt especially blessed. Our Gospel reading on Sunday was from Matthew (The Beatitudes) where Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed. Pr. Ryan
reminded us that those listening to the sermon were people who were in their time invisible people
(not those of high station). We should remember that no matter what our station, we have been
chosen be a part of God’s kingdom and that he is always with us. It was a beautiful morning with the
hymn “Blessed Are They” returning to my thoughts throughout the day.
After church, Ed and I went with the Niki Warms the Cold team to Temple for a distribution of blankets and clothing at a shelter. As we began to unload the trailer and set up our stations for distribution, a stream of mostly men crossed the street to our location in a nearby parking lot. As I saw
them coming I thought back to Pr. Ryan’s sermon, they were those invisible people that on any other
day I might have driven past without looking. Probably a third of those who came were women with
a few children. Everyone who came was very appreciative and thanked us for each item they received. I will especially remember the man who was so happy to receive 3 pairs of new socks saying,
“You mean I can throw away my stinky socks?” This was probably one of the smaller distributions
that Owen and Sandi Carlson have done this year but it gave us a real understanding of the work of
their ministry. I felt so blessed to have been a part of this event. Ed and I hope to go on the next distribution in February, as I now know that they can certainly use some extra hands. We at Saint Olaf
should be very proud of the work being done by Niki Warms the Cold.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”
I hope that each day in this New Year is a blessing for you.
Phyllis Rieser
Church Council President

Above: Sandi
Carlson, founder
of Niki Warms the
Cold, looks on as
Jami Edwards
and Hayes help
get clothing ready
to hand out
Far Left: Phyllis
& Ed Rieser help
distribute clothing
and blankets to
the homeless

The St Olaf Lutheran Church annual meeting was held on Sunday January 22, 2017. The meeting was held in
the auditorium immediately following the morning worship service with 25 persons signing in as voting
members of the congregation.
The meeting was called to order by President Phyllis Rieser with Pastor Ryan Pederson giving the opening
prayer.
The minutes of the previous council meeting of November 16, 2016 were read & approved.
Instead of each report being orally presented, Phyllis asked for comments, questions or clarification on each
individual report. Report packets were available to the congregation the Sunday prior to today’s meeting. The following items were noted:
 Financial Report – Gerald Nelson, Treasurer
 2017 Budget – P. 23 – Category E, Line Item 1 & 3 – Interim Pastor: The budgeted amount of
$400 plus $65 travel per week may need to be adjusted as the year progresses
 2017 Budget – P. 23 – Category H – Staff Salaries & Benefits: Secretary, Organist & Custodian
were all approved for raises
 Trustee Report – Virgil Tindall
 Besides routine maintenance, the main task for the 2017 trustees will be addressing areas of the
church buildings & grounds that needs repairs/updates getting ready for the October 2017 Centennial Celebration of St Olaf
 Board of Ed – Renee Barner
 Other options are being considered that affects the cost & funding of summer day camp where
councilors from Briarwood may not be required
 Cemetery Board –
 The electricity for the Gathering Place shows on the same bill as St Olaf so is paid out of the St
Olaf General fund then reimbursed by the Rock Church funds
 Community Breakfast –
 Monies from the monthly donations taken in are used towards aiding community members in
their time of need, organizations that service our community & purchasing items to update &
maintain our church property
 Centennial Celebration – Phyllis
 Norwegian cookies were made & sold at various functions during the holiday season, a Christmas
Organ Recital was held with Ken Surley sharing his time & talents plus the offering from the Advent Services were fund raisers all going towards our celebration
 The celebration committee will keep the congregation updated as plans progress throughout the
year
 Transition Team –
 A report compiled by Pastor Ryan after visits with a number of the members of St Olaf was shared
expressing both positive & negative thoughts. The aim of this report is to aid the congregation as
it prepares to call a new pastor, to resolve conflicts & work towards goals of helping St Olaf move
toward peace & grow
 Met with Pastor Totzke, asst to the Bishop, in December regarding call options for small congregations. The congregation will be updated as the call process moves forward to the next step of
creating a call committee & considering the possibility of again pastoral sharing with another
small church
 WELCA – Betty Tindall
 WELCA purchases the Christ in the Home books & the New Member Gather subscriptions as well
as makes donations to various community & country causes
 Memorial Funds – Charlene Tergerson
 There was 1 transfer made from the repairs category to the non-descript category per the donors’
request
A motion was made & passed to accept the above reports as presented. Representative to the Sunset Home &
Synod Representative positions have not been assigned at this time.
A motion was made & passed to accept the nominating committees’ proposed church council position
changes for 2017.
A motion was made & passed for the meeting to adjourn at 11:10am. A potluck lunch was enjoyed by all following the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Rita Hanson, Council Secretary

PRAYER LIST: Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Christensen, Margret Turpin, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann
Stokely, Brady Warrick, Betty Johnson, Darcy
Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper
Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick,
Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry
Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel Smith, Al Carlson,
Makayla Pierce, Riley Hardcastle, Gwyn Christensen,
Bettye Knudson, Ivan and Junelle Johnson, Rev. C. A.
& Gloria Mangham, Donna Mangham, Delbert Patrick, Rick Payne, Elaine Bakke Bell, Tom Pierce, Anna
Simmons, Jimmy Carpenter, Lee Johnson, and The
Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians.

Mary, Martha, & Ruth

M

ary Circle: Will meet February 8,
Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm

M
R

artha Circle: TBD

uth Circle: Will meet
February 9, Saint Olaf at 2:00pm

Mary Circle News
The Mary’s Bible study group met on January 9,
2017, 2 o’clock at Heckmann Hall. Attending
were one visitor, Jo Nell Kent, and members
Elaine, Billye, Elsie, Lucy, Charlene, Pat, and (so
happy to have her back) Geraldine.
Barbara led the study of Galatians 1:1-2:21. This
was the controversy between Peter and Paul on
the new covenant and the previous covenant regarding the Jews. The new covenant was very
freeing, not requiring old customs, like circumcision, for the Gentiles. Paul ministers to the Gentiles, and Peter ministers to the Jews.
Discussion was during refreshments.
Offering was $100.00.
Next meeting will be February 8, same place and
time. Join us.
Junior Master Gardeners are
excited to be getting back into
the garden soon!
Weather and school schedules
permitting....

The Vine - http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
Financial Report

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina,
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome,
Alex Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez.
Newly elected council members for 2017
President: Phyllis Rieser
Vice-President: Maranna Horn
Secretary: Sandi Carlson
Deacons: Patricia Forsythe & Cindy Wiese
Deacon: Darren Hanson
Education Committee Members: Jamie Edwards &
Kathy Finstad
Cemetery Board Member: Geneva Finstad
Sunset Home Representatives: Betty & Virgil Tindall
Audit Committee Member: Teresa Christensen
Synod Representatives (April 28-30): Still looking
for volunteers to represent St. Olaf

We would greatly
appreciate donations of dish towels
for the Saint Olaf
kitchen. We are
running low.

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Dec 31, 2016

$111,292.00

$111,292.00

$0.00

Actual through Dec 31, 2016

78,341.35

84,251.78

(5,910.43)

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer
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Mon
1
WELCA mtg at 2pm

Wed

9
Ruth Circle , St.
Olaf, 2pm

2

Thu

10

3

Fri

18

11

4

Sat

Tue

7

8
Mary Circle, Heckmann Hall, 2pm

17

25

8:00-9:30am

Community Breakfast

16
Council Meeting,
6:00pm

22

24

15

21

28

Birthdays: Yvonne Mickelson & Zayden Sanders (3), Owen Carlson &
Larry Simmons (7), Tracy Finstad (9), Paul Taylor (11), Junelle Johnson
(13), Yvonne Chastain (14), Wade Hanson & Cade Edwards (17), Doug
Perschke (20), Gerald Nelson, Robert Meissner, Arlen Enger & Maranna
Horn (25), Roberta Tomlinson (25), and Kenney Wiese (27)

23
Worship and Music
Meeting, 2pm

14

February 2017
Assisting Minister: Jami Edwards and family
Head Usher: Gwyn Christenson
Ushers: Gerald Nelson & Pat Forsythe

27

20

13

6

Altar Guild: Anna Fortier & Carolyn Melde

5
Adult & Children’s
SS, 8:30am
Worship, 9:30am

12
Adult & Children’s
SS, 8:30am
Worship, 9:30am

19
Adult & Children’s
SS, 8:30am
Worship, 9:30am

26
Adult & Children’s
SS, 8:30am
Worship, 9:30am

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
I’ve recently been hearing something from my two little boys that sounds vaguely, distantly familiar to
me. We will be discussing some issue and one of them will say, “Well, my friend from school says that’s
okay to do X, Y, or Z.” Then I say to them, “Your friend may say that, but I don’t want you to do X, Y, or Z.”
This back and forth seems familiar to me because years ago I was the one reporting on what my friends said
was okay to do and my father was the one telling me that it wasn’t. What’s clear from these kinds of conversations is that there is often a great deal of contrast between what a friend and parent approves of.
We find this same sort of contrast in the Sermon on the Mount in St. Matthew’s Gospel. Our readings from the past couple of weeks and our readings for the next several weeks prominently feature this contrast. Jesus uses the metaphors of salt and light to communicate this. He says that salt is only worth its salt
when it’s salty; salt’s value is found in its properties that make it stand out from, or contrast with, its unsalty
environment. Similarly, light stands out against the darkness in such a way that it is indispensable when the
sun is down. Jesus encourages his disciples to be salty and to let their light shine. Jesus moves on from these
metaphors to more directly establish the contrast between the Kingdom of Heaven and the surrounding world,
when he says, “You have heard it said that…, but I say to you…” He fills in these blanks with such contrasting ideas as loving your enemy instead of hating your enemy.
Even as adults we find ourselves in situations where we would really rather live our lives in a way that
is informed by the surrounding world. After all, it is more convenient, more fun, and maybe even more profitable. However, we are called to live salt that stands out against the tasteless blandness of the world; we are
called to be light that shines in dark places. May God bless
us and keep us as we endeavor to live lives of salt and light.
Pastor Ryan

