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T 
he Guldbrand Olson Bronstad Family 

 

Gulbrand Olson Bronstad was born in 1856 in Romedal, Hedemarken, Norway.  In 1874 at 

the age of 16, he immigrated to America and came to Valley Mills, Texas where he spent time with 

his brother, Christian.  For the next two years he spent time in Valley Mills, Waco, Norway Mills and 

Morgan and had a variety of business experiences.  He also learned to speak English.  While at Mor-

gan he met Morris Weil, who was a bookkeeper for Miller Merchandising Store.  In1887 the store 

went bankrupt and Bronstad and Weil formed a partnership, bought the bankrupt stock and set up a 

store in Cranfills Gap.  After a short time, Weil decided to go back to Germany leaving Bronstad as 

the sole owner. 

 

In 1893 at the age of 37 Gulbrand married Laura Hansen, daughter of Jergen and Petra Foss Han-

sen, who lived near the Rock Church.  He had been an eligible bachelor for some time and the wed-

ding was a special affair at the Rock Church, which was the “Talk of the Town”.   

 

G.O., as he was better known, made many trips to markets in Waco, Dallas and St. Louis to stock his 

store.  He went by buggy to Clifton or McGregor, left his horse and buggy at a livery stable and 

boarded the train to his destination.  When he made trips to Waco, he stayed with his three sisters, 

Andrea Nelson, Carrie or Syverine, living there.  When the merchandise was delivered by train to 

Waco, wagons drawn by mules hauled it to Cranfills Gap.  He operated his business much like a 

bank, extending credit, making loans to his customers and others, accepting deposits of cash and ac-

cepting drafts from other banks.  In 1910, he secured a $10,000 loan from an individual in Colorado 

to use as capitol stock for the charter of First Guaranty State Bank of Cranfills Gap.  He was elected 

the first president of the Board of Directors. 

 

In 1913, G.O., W.T. Tergerson, Pitt Barnes, and H.E. Tippet were instrumental in organizing the 

Cranfills Gap Development Company.  This organization brought about the move of businesses lo-

cated in the gap of the mountain to its present location.  G.O. was active in community affairs.  He 

and others worked to set up the school. The Bronstad store was the heart and soul of Cranfills Gap 

for fifty years. 

 

G. O. and Laura raised six children, who were active in community, school, and church activities.  

Otis Julian was born in 1884; he attended Cranfills Gap School, Clifton Academy and Toby’s Busi-

ness School in Waco.  He became his father’s business partner and continued until 1944.  He then 

served as Postmaster of Cranfills Gap Post Office until his death in 1966. They were blessed with 

three children: G.O. Leroy, Weldon Allen and Charlene.  Charlene is still an active member of our 

church, who has served as leader in many roles throughout the years. 

 

Clyde was born in 1896 and married Louise Walton.  He worked in the Bronstad Store for several 

years and later in Waco.  Clyde and Laura were both buried in the Rock Church Cemetery in 1989.  

Her son, Bobby Walton Holbrook was also buried there in 2012. 

 

Marie was born in 1899 and married Chris Rhone in 1921.  She attended Clifton College and also 

worked in the store until her marriage.  They were confirmed in the same confirmation class at the 

Family Spotlight 



Rock Church in 1914.  Chris and Marie were active members of St. Olaf where he served as Sunday 

School Superintendent or teacher for 28 years. Chris was active in the Texas Banker Association af-

ter beginning his career in 1920 in the First Security bank.  Chris and Marie had three daughters, 

Laverne, Geraldine and Marynell.   Both Geraldine and Marynell have been faithful supporters of St. 

Olaf Church in many ways, even though they have lived away from the community for years. 

 

Another daughter, Lorine became a nurse and married Douglas Hudson in Oklahoma.   

 

Homer was born in Cranfills Gap in 1907.  Homer attended Clifton College and the University of 

Texas where he earned his bachelor and Master’s degrees.  In 1932 he married Travis Knudson, 

daughter of Martin and Rosie Knudson in St. Olaf.  He was a teacher, principle of several schools 

and superintendent of Cranfills Gap School when all the community schools were consolidated.  

They had three sons, Gorlyn, Maurice and David. 

 

Marguerite was born 1909 and lived at home with her parents until her death in 1988.  She is buried 

in the family plot in the Rock Church Cemetery.  Nice flower arrangements are continually placed on 

her grave telling everyone that she was dearly loved by her family. 

 

G.O. died in 1937 at the age of 81, having lived as a respected, contributing citizen making the com-

munity of Cranfills Gap a better place for his fellow man.  Laura died in 1950 and they are buried in 

the Rock Church Cemetery.  And St. Olaf Lutheran Church is better place because of the involvement 

of members of this family throughout the years. 

 

 

References:  Bosque County Land and People, Rock Church Cemetery Records, St. Olaf Lutheran 

Church History 

Corrections or additions contact: Geneva Finstad 

Niki Warms the Cold News 

 

Plans for Niki Warms the Cold Third Annual Guardian Angel 

Ride in honor of Austin Cade Edwards are under way. We gather 

items and donate to Hillcrest NICU in Waco. If you are interested 

in helping items can be dropped off at the Toad or left in the back 

of the church by April 7th.  

 

Items needed are: Preemie/newborn diapers, pree-

mie/newborn baby clothes, booties, baby hats, baby 

towels, and wash cloths, baby blankets, and little 

stuffed animals. 

 

Also, mark your calendars for our  

8th Annual Niki de Mayo, May 13th!!  

 

Above: Cade Edwards 

Left: Cade and Hayes 

Edwards 



Centennial Celebration Committee Report 

March 2017 

 

The Centennial Celebration Committee has had a busy month making plans for October 22nd. 

 

The Commemorative Book Committee has met several times and members are researching, copying, and im-
puting information in the computer system.  An office has been set up in one room of the Sunday school 
building with desk, computer, scanner, copier, filing cabinets, shelves and worktable.  All the office equip-
ment and furniture is on loan from Jeanne Bayless.  The tentative title of the book is “Heritage of Faith”.  
Mark and Jan Wallace have begun working on the writing of the book so we need to get information and pho-
tographs to them as soon as possible. 

 

Three carpenters were asked to provide bids for the remolding the shelves in the basement.  Glass doors will 
be added to hold archival materials that may be viewed but not handled.  Locks will be added to the cabinet 
doors.  The committee met to select a bid and presented a request to the council for funding approval. 

 

The Committee has also been in contact with caterers for the Centennial Celebration Day lunch.  Jeannie 
Ellis, a recommended cater, reviewed our facilities and recommended menus.  Banek Catering, from the 
Waco area, has also presented a bid.  Both caterers have experience handling the crowd that we anticipate.  
We found that food and labor costs are not cheap.  One caterer suggested that we could cut costs if we fur-
nished 7 to 10 volunteers.  The committee will make a final decision on catering at the next meeting. 

 

The committee also met to discuss the possibility of setting up a website for the celebration.  The website 
would only be needed for a short time to make information available regarding the programs, time schedule 
as well as registration for the lunch.  Also this would provide a way for people to prepay for lunch and give us 
a better idea of the numbers that will be attending the celebration. 

 

Everyone on the committee is excited with all the possibilities, interesting history we have found, and looking 
forward to making this celebration a way for many people to enjoy their church heritage at St. Olaf. 

The Centennial Celebration Committee meets at 10am on the first Wednesday of every month.  If you would 
like to be actively involved in the planning or just learn about what is going on, you are welcome to attend this 
monthly meeting. 

 

Geneva Finstad & Phyllis Rieser 

Centennial Celebration Co-Chairs 

 

April 13—Maundy Thursday   

Service at 6:00pm and St. Olaf Youth serves the Chamber dinner at 
6:30pm 

 
April 14—Good Friday  

Tenebrae service at Rock Church at 6:00pm 

 
April 16—Easter Sunday    

Sunrise Service at Rock Church, 7:00am 
Breakfast at brick church (youth serves) from 8:00-
9:15am 

Service of Holy Communion at 9:30am 

Mark your calendars!  May 5th at 6:30pm 

Mothers, Daughters, and Friends Potluck  

at St. Olaf 



To all, 

 

The month goes so quickly but so many activities have occurred at 
St. Olaf in that month.  Thus, my note to you this month contains 
updates on past and coming activities. 

 

The youth have, and will be, very busy with events revolving 
around good food.  And everyone knows that we like to eat good 
food at St. Olaf.  The Youth Pancake Dinner on Fat Tuesday was a 

great success.  They earned over $600 to be used for summer activities.  Thank you to all of you who at-
tended.  The next youth event will be the dinner on April 13th for the Chamber of Commerce.  The group serv-
ing the dinner for the chamber will receive $6 per attendee so it is a perfect fundraiser especially if food dona-
tions are received.  We hope that you will join them following Maundy Thursday services.  Their last event 
this spring will be Easter Breakfast in the Basement following sunrise services. 

 

It you haven’t heard, we are participating in an ecumenical Palm Sunday Service at the school cafeteria at 
10:30am on April 9th.  St. Olaf along with the Methodist and Baptist churches are holding this first joint ser-
vice to provide an opportunity for those who do not have a church home to attend services in a location that is 
familiar to all.  Members from each church will participate in the service.  We will be responsible for the Old 
Testament reading and all the children will process with palms as we generally do at St. Olaf.  Pastor Ryan 
will be in charge of the distribution of communion.  Thank you, Betty Tindall, for representing St. Olaf on the 
planning committee.  We do hope that everyone will attend. 

 

April 15th is another important date for St. Olaf.  We hope to have received nominations for our call commit-
tee by that date.  The Call Committee of 6 ought to be representative of age groups, gender balance, long time 
members and recently joining members, “conservative” or “liberal”, extroverted and introverted.  All should 
have a healthy spiritual grounding.  The church council will review the nominations on April 20th at their 
regular meeting.  A congregational meeting will then be called to elect our committee following two weeks of 
announcements.  We hope these announcements will insure that all members of the congregation are aware 
of the congregational meeting.  Following the election of our committee, members will begin work on our 
congregational profile.  Pastor Totzke, the bishop associate, will conduct an orientation with the Council and 
Committee as soon as is feasible.  If you are willing to be a part of this important work, please put your name 
on the sign up sheet at the back of the church or contact a council member. 

 

This is an exciting time for St. Olaf as we look back at our history in preparation for our centennial celebra-
tion and forward as we begin to define our future path.  Please keep everyone engaged in these activities in 
your prayers.  During the season of Lent, as we were reminded by Pr. Ryan in last month’s newsletter, is a 
season of reflection.  As we move toward Easter, I pray that this reflection will open us all to God’s light and 
our much needed repair. 

 

May you have a blessed Easter, 

Phyllis Rieser, Church Council President 

Maundy Thursday and Chamber Dinner 

The St. Olaf Youth will serve dinner to 

the Chamber this month on Thursday, 

April 13, at 6:30pm.  This will be pre-

ceded by the Maundy Thursday Service 

at St. Olaf at 6pm. 

St. Olaf Youth  

 Pancake Breakfast 

Easter morning at the 

brick church after the 

Rock Church Easter 

Service 



PRAYER LIST: Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Christensen, 
Margret Turpin, Rodney Barner, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady 
Warrick, Betty Johnson, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, 
Ronnie Ogle, Cooper Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, 
Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Chris Lujan, 
Larry Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel Smith, Al Carlson, 
Makayla Pierce, Riley Hardcastle, Gwyn Christensen, Bettye 
Knudson, Junelle Johnson, Rev. C. A. & Gloria Mangham, 
Donna Mangham, Delbert Patrick, Rick Payne, Elaine Bakke 
Bell,  Tom Pierce, Jimmy Carpenter, Lee Johnson, Nikki 
Stone, Baby Lombard, Tracy Finstad, and The Lutheran 
Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, Justin 
Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex Saborsky, 
Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Feb 28, 2017 $14,401.66 $13, 310.00 $1,091.66 

Actual through Feb 28, 2017 11,822.19 11,534.84 287.35 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet April 12, 

Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm  

 

M artha Circle: TBD 

 

R uth Circle: Will meet April 12, 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm   

Palm Sunday Special Service 

 

In lieu of our regular 
service on 
Palm Sunday, April 9, 
we will participate in 
an ecumenical service 
with palms and com-
munion at the Cranfills Gap School at 10:30 am. 
Members of the Baptist, Methodist, and Lu-
theran churches will be included in all parts of 
the service. Our church will contribute the palms 
and engage in other aspects of the service. Please 
take this opportunity to celebrate with our sister 
churches in the Gap!  

Mary Bible Study met on March 15 at Heck-

mann Hall where Charlene led the study from 

Galations 3:24-4:31. Present were Patricia, Lucy, 

Elaine, Marana, Geraldine, Elsie, Billye and Bar-

bara and one visitor, Jo Nell. We sang “Children 

of the Heavenly Father”. Discussed questions 

from the study, with good responses. 

Our circle was responsible for food at Lenten 

Services on March 16. We supplied 26 blankets 

for Lutheran World Relief. Our offering was 

$85. 

Our next study will be led by Elsie on April 12, 

same time, same place. Come join us. 

Many thanks to someone who is… 

Loving, kind, caring, generous, thoughtful, and 

devoted to St. Olaf and the Community Break-

fast - that person is Marynell Rhone Wallace.  

She lives in Pasadena, Texas with her husband of 

60 maybe plus years.  She is surrounded by their 

four children, grandchildren, and maybe some 

great grandchildren. 

She read in the newsletter that we were in need 

of cup towels for the kitchen.  Soon, there was a 

big box in my mailbox filled with beautiful new 

tea towels and washcloths for our kitchen.   

Don’t you think she is a very special person and 

deserves a great big THANK YOU!!!  I Do! 

We love you Marynell and Wendell!         ~ Iris 

Ruth Circle met at their usual time and place 
in March.  The lesson enlightened us more on 
Paul’s work with the Galatians. We enjoyed the 
interaction among the six members attending. 
It’s always interesting to have different opinions 
and ideas.  We decided that since our circle 
meets on the same day as the Lenten service in 
April, we will meet on the Wednesday before, 
April 12, at 2 pm, at Katherine’s House where 
Shirley will give the lesson, and Betty T. will pro-
vide refreshments. Ruth Circle will provide the 
refreshments for the April 6 Lenten service 
which will be sandwiches and desserts.  





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

Newsletter Article 

April 2017 

 The Lenten season is coming to an end.  This week our Gospel lesson tells the story of Jesus 

raising his friend Lazarus from the dead.  This is an interesting story because of it shows Jesus as 

being moved, being saddened by the death of his friend.  We often read Jesus as lacking emotion or 

personality, but readings like this one offer a different picture of Jesus. 

 The following Sunday we will hear the story of Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  This 

is a story of celebration, but it is also a funny story as it pokes fun at the pomp and circumstance sur-

rounding the coronation of a king or emperor.  In this reading, Jesus enters the city on a small don-

key, wearing the clothes of a man of the countryside, and is welcomed by common people who lay 

their cloaks on the ground before him and wave palm branches. 

 Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week.  Maundy Thursday tells the story of, or even 

reenacts the story of Jesus’s last supper with his disciples.  This supper is of course the basis of our 

practice of Holy Communion.  Good Friday tells the story of Jesus’s betrayal, arrest, trial, and execu-

tion.  We leave the church on Friday evening with a sense of devastating loss. 

 The devastation of Good Friday is reversed with the rising of the sun on Easter morning.  This 

is the day that we celebrate Jesus’s defeat of death, our old foe.  In Jesus’s rising again to life we are 

given a foretaste of what awaits us; we see that God will not allow death to have the final word on the 

life of His Son, or on the life of His creation, for which he sent his Son. 

 April ends with the Second Sunday in Easter.  The reading is the familiar story of Thomas, 

who we often call doubting Thomas.  Poor Thomas was away when Jesus visited his disciples and 

found their story hard to believe.  Thomas did come to believe in Jesus’s 

resurrection when Jesus came to his disciples again. 

 All of these readings, from the resurrection of Lazarus, to the res-

urrection of Jesus point toward the restoration of life.  During the season 

of Lent we focus our attention on our life before God, with an aim to re-

pent from those things that keep us from God.  In these final weeks of 

Lent and moving into the season of Easter we see a picture of the God to 

whom we turn our attention, and the God to whom we turn our attention 

is a God of new life.  May we embrace the new life that God places before 

us. 

~Pastor Ryan 


