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T 
he Rev. G.G. Odegaard 

 

(As written by his youngest daughter, Alice Odegaard Rockway for the Bosque County Land 

and People History Book published in 1885.) 

Rev. G. G. Odegaard came to Bosque County in 1901 with his bride, Anna Christina Odegaard.  They 

came from Minnesota to this Texas County that was slowly but surely developing at the turn of the 

century. He came to be the first full time pastor of St. Olaf Church, now a historical landmark and 

known as the Rock Church. 

Four children were born to this marriage; Easter in 1903, Ruth in 1905, Olaf in 1907, and Alice in 

1911.  Things were going so well and Pastor Odegaard had organized a Sunday School and in general 

the church was progressing. However, illness struck and the Pastor died in1912, leaving his widow 

with four small children, the oldest being eight and the youngest eight months. 

After Pastor Odegaard died, the Lutheran congregation in Clifton built a home for Mrs. Odegaard 

and her children.  She was an industrious person and made a living for her family by giving piano 

lessons, directing a chorus at Clifton College, and serving as organist and choir director at Trinity 

Lutheran.    She was an inspiration to those she worked with.  Her life was busy and good.  Those 

privileged to be in her choirs recall the strong talent, the demand for perfection, and of course, the 

inspiration that brought effort and good performance.  For years, her cantatas at Clifton College 

brought a full house of listeners.  Mrs. Odegaard lived to be 88 years old and died in 1963 at Clifton 

Lutheran Sunset home.  She is buried by her husband in Rock Church Cemetery. 

The oldest child, Esther, became a school teacher.  In Mason, Texas she married Melvin Capps, a 

rancher.  She is now a widow and still lives in Mason as does her son, Robert.  She has two grand-

children, Bill and Cathy. 

Ruth became a piano teacher and also an organist for a while at Trinity Lutheran Church.  She died 

at age 23 after having married to Archie O. Nelson for only six months.   

The third child and only son, Olaf was also a teacher.  He settled in Marshalltown, Iowa.  He has one 

daughter, Claudia Arnie and three grandchildren, David, Meredith, and Kristen. 

Alice, the youngest, married A.C. (Gus) Rockway and they settled in Guymon, Oklahoma.  They have 

one daughter, Phyllis Blakemore and two grandchildren.  Guy was County Assessor in Guymon and 

Alice was City Clerk for many years proceeding their retirement. 

 

Quoting Alice Odegaard Rockway, “ Although none of us live in Bosque County now, we still think of 

it as home and we love those dear hearts and gentle people who live in our home town,” 

 

Reference:  Bosque County Land and People 

 

If you have information of other previous pastors of St. Olaf Church, I will include 

prior to our 100 year celebration.  I have Urnest and Rystad, but would appreciate his-

tory of other pastors who have served. 

Family Spotlight 



Dear St. Olaf’s,  

I just want to write and say a huge thank you to everyone who helped make it possible for us to have 
a beautiful funeral service for my mom on this past Monday: 

To Phyllis Reiser for taking my call and getting me all of the contact info, to Pastor Ryan Pederson 
for permission to use the church, to Virgil Tindall for opening up the facility, turning on the lights, 
and locking up, to Betty Tindall and all the ladies who provided food and stayed until after the grave-
side, to the organist, and to the congregation who have kept the piano and organ in good shape.  At-
tached is a check for $1,000 to be used as needed. 

~ Julia Smith (Orbeck) 

Note from Phyllis: 

 

As we enter May, I am looking forward to the Mothers, Daughters, and Friends Potluck and am re-

membering with fondness the last such event that I attended with my mom.  It must have been in 

2000 or thereabouts.  I took off work early, picked Ed up from the airport and rushed right into the 

metroplex traffic.  For some reason, I-20 was backed up and we drove at a snail’s pace.  I didn’t want 

to disappoint my mom by being late so I was stressed to the max when I actually arrived.  But once I 

was there on the steps of St. Olaf with my mom, the stress went away.  I was home in many ways.  As 

Mother’s Day approached, I also have begun to reflect on this day and why we honor our mothers.  

Yes, it is a commandment but there is so much more. 

As I was growing up, going to church or not wasn’t a decision that I had any say in.  My mom in-

sured that we were all fed and dressed appropriately for Sunday school and church.  Mom was com-

mitted to insuring that we had a strong foundation in the Lutheran faith.  She was not alone in this 

practice as I remember the faces of St. Olaf on a Sunday morning.   Working on the centennial cele-

bration and looking at old directories has made me smile as I have looked at those moms with an 

adult eye.   I now realize that many of the most meaningful moments in my life have been at St. Olaf. 

Many moms helped make that Christian experience something I value. 

I recently read an article that compared attending 

church to eating kale.  I know you all just love 

kale!  Thanks to our moms for preparing the kale 

so we would love it. I like to compare attending 

church to a cupcake because it starts my week off 

right and I do love cupcakes. 

As Mother’s Day arrives, I hope we all applaud 

the moms of St. Olaf, past and present, for their 

dedication, example, and commitment to the 

spiritual growth of our congregation. 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

Phyllis Rieser 

St. Olaf Council President 

 



Lutheran World Relief Donations, Spring 2017   

 
The pictures here represent some of the donations 
collected this spring for the LWR Quilts and Kits 
projects.  Personal care kits, school supply kits, 
quilts, and more are shipped to warehouses in the 
United States where they are prepared and then, 
shipped over-
seas to many 
different 
countries in 
need around 
the world.    

  Learn more at www.lwr.org. 
 



Niki Warms the Cold 
 
The Third Annual Guardian Angel Ride was a success! 

Seven bikes and one car delivered 20 Easter baskets 

to the Hillcrest NICU in Waco on April 9th.  We also 

donated diapers, baby clothes, baby blankets, baby 

wipes, snacks for parents, booties, mittens, hats, and 

more. It was a great day and we are looking forward to 

next year!! 

 
 

Our 8th Annual Niki de Mayo Cele-
bration will be Saturday, May 13th, 
2017 @ the Niki Warms the Cold 
Building.  Join us for a day for 
FUN!! 
 
9am Breakfast (free will donations) 
 
9:30 Register for Bike Ride $15 one  
rider $20 for two or a new blanket per 
bike or car 
 
10:30am Escorted Ride through Bosque 
County 
Bikes (weather permitting) and Cars!! 
 
Join us @ noon for lunch – BBQ Sandwiches (free will donation) and join us for activities starting 
about 1:00pm 
 

Goat Ropin’ – Mad Goat Productions 

Corn Hole Tournament?? 

Venders - Unbeelievable Honey 

Glass Blower – Micheal Pearl @sapglass 

Day time music 

Card Game/Auction Items 

 

5:00pm Balloon Release 

Bring your lawn chairs and coolers 

 

If you are interested in being a vendor or have any questions please contact: 

sandi@hornytoadbar.com 

 

           Proceeds from this event benefit Niki Warms the Cold activities 

 

:) Hootie Hoo :) 

https://www.facebook.com/UnbeelievableHoney/?ref=page_internal


PRAYER LIST: Haley Rae Tarver, Heather Christensen, 
Margret Turpin, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick, Betty 
Johnson, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Coo-
per Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, 
Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry 
Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel Smith, Al Carlson, Makayla 
Pierce, Riley Hardcastle, Gwyn Christensen, Bettye Knudson, 
Junelle Johnson, Rev. C. A. & Gloria Mangham, Donna 
Mangham, Delbert Patrick, Rick Payne, Tom Pierce, Jimmy 
Carpenter, Lee Johnson, Nikki Stone, Tracy Finstad, the fam-
ily of Rodney Barner, and The Lutheran Church Sierra 
Leone, Persecuted Christians 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, Justin 
Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex Saborsky, 
Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Mar 31, 2017 $21,602.50 $19,965.00 $1,637.50 

Actual through Mar 31, 2017 17,187.83 17,814.09 (626.26) 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet May 10, 

Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm  

M artha Circle:  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet May 11, Saint 

Olaf Basement at 2:00pm   

Mary Circle was held at 2:00 pm on April 12, 

2017 at Heckman Hall.  The Bible Study was 

lead by Elsie Phillips.  There were 6 members 

present, Geraldine, Lucy, Maranna, Char-

lene ,Elaine, and Patricia.  Refreshments were 

enjoyed by all.  Our offering was $45.00.  The 

next meeting will be on May 10th at 2:00 at 

Heckman Hall with the Bible Study led by Ma-

ranna  

Ruth Circle met at Katherine’s House (below) with 

Betty Tindall hosting and Shirley Thompson giving 

the lesson.  As you can see we had a good time. For 

the May meeting, same time, same place – church 

basement. 

The children and grandchildren of Larry 
and Darla Kinney invite you to help 
them celebrate their 50th Anniversary 
with a reception on Saturday, June 17, at 
Saint Olaf Lutheran Church from 3-5 pm. 

No gifts please - your presence is your 
present to them. 

There will be a Congrega-
tional meeting following 
church service on May 21 for 
the election of Call Commit-
tee members. 

There will be a Council 
Meeting on May 17th at 
6pm. 

May 11, the Lutheran Ladies 
will be serving Chamber of 
Commerce.  This is a fund-
raiser for the Lutheran ac-
tivities at Fall Fest. 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

From the Pastor 

May 2017 

 As I look out the window beside my desk, I see the magnolia tree in the in the front yard of 

the parsonage.  It has a dozen or so big, white flowers all around it.  Those magnolia blossoms re-

mind me of one of my great-grandmothers, who lived in the Houston area all her life and who had a 

big magnolia tree in her back yard.  They also remind me of Easter lilies, and so, Easter, too.  Easter 

day is one of the central feasts of the Christian year, and like with most major celebrations, we feel a 

strange emptiness not long after we finish the Easter egg hunts and ham lunches.  This feeling re-

minds me of the last scene from the movie The Graduate, when the young man and the young 

woman he loves, after he has convinced her not to get married after she has already walked down the 

aisle with her husband to be, sit down in the back of the bus.  As they take their seats, they are wear-

ing huge smiles, but as the bus moves along, their smiles slowly fade as they realize they don’t really 

know what to expect from their future. 

 We are in a similar position in the weeks following Easter.  We have celebrated Jesus’s resur-

rection, but when don’t understand exactly what it means for us.  Our readings over the next few 

weeks from the Gospel of St. John and from the Acts of the Apostles show the church in its infancy 

trying to come to terms with the meaning of the resurrection.  Our readings from John, which was 

written some years after Jesus’s resurrection, portray Jesus offering his disciples hope as they move 

into an unclear future: Jesus is like a shepherd and his sheep follow him because they know his 

voice; Jesus is going away, but he is also preparing 

a place for them.  The readings from Acts show the 

disciples establishing the first communities of fol-

lowers of Jesus after he has ascended into heaven.  

The two keys in this story are the guiding power of 

the Holy Spirit and the community’s commitment 

to one another’s well-being. 

 As we look forward into a future that seems 

uncertain, may we take courage from Jesus’s prom-

ise to be with us as a guiding presence through the 

Holy Spirit and may we be committed to one an-

other’s well-being. 

~Pastor Ryan Pederson 


