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T 
he Albert Pederson Family 

 

Albert Bernard was born on September 20, 1886 to John and Martha (Alfie) Pederson on a 

farm south of the Rock Church. The family later moved to the Norse community.  He at-

tended Boggy school and Clifton Lutheran Academy.  On February 15, 1916 Albert and Bergitte Bur-

reson were married.  She was born 1893 and grew up on the family farm and in Clifton. 

Their son, Julian Jodie was born on September 28, 1918.  He attended school in Cranfills Gap and 

graduated from Clifton College with an Associate of Arts degree. He taught school before entering 

the Air Force in 1942.  After receiving his discharge from the military service, Jodie moved to Odessa 

where he was employed by TXL Oil Company.  On October 4, 1950 Jodie and Dorothy Ann Gee were 

married.  Their son, David Allen was born on January 6, 1952.  They moved to Midland in 1955 

where Jodie was employed by TXL Oil.   A daughter, Julia Ann joined the family in 1956. 

The Jodie Pederson family moved from Midland to the Otto Solberg farm in the Norse community in 

1969. They later bought the Crossroads Grocery, which they operated until Jodie’s death.  He was 

buried May 24, 1982 in the Rock Church cemetery.  His father, Albert was buried there in 1945 and 

his mother, Bergitte in 1946. Dorothy Ann, his sister was also buried there in 1994. The Pederson 

family has strong ties to the St. Olaf Lutheran Church going back as far as Peder Pederson, who was 

elected secretary, treasurer and “Klokker” song leader when the first congregation was organized in 

Norse in 1869.  Peder   Pederson as buried at the Rock Church in 1888. 

David Allen graduated from Clifton High School and attended Hill College. In December 1974, he 

married Rebecca Lynn Scott from Houston.  Their son, Ryan Jeffery Pederson was born in 1978 and 

everyone associated with St. Olaf knows Pastor Ryan.  David and Rebecca also have two daughters, 

Sharyn Suzanne Pederson McElmurry, born in1980 and Erin Rebecca Pederson, born in 1986. 

The congregation of St. Olaf Lutheran Church gratefully acknowledges the conscientious dedication 

of Pastor Ryan Pederson, as he has served as our interim pastor for the past year, while teaching and 

attending classes at Baylor.  It has been a pleasure to have his two young sons Abel and Will, as well 

as his wife, Lillie, involved in church and community activi-

ties.  Even though he had a full schedule, he made time for 

visiting the homebound, making hospital visits, baptizing 

babies, marrying several couples, and a number of funerals 

in addition to regular Sunday services, Christmas and Easter 

programs.  Thank you, Pastor Ryan. 

 

References:  Bosque Land and People, St. Olaf Cemetery Re-

cords, Ryan Pederson 

Corrections or Additions:  

Contact Geneva Finstad, 254 597 453 

Family Spotlight 



June Reflections 

Now that I am older and have more time to reflect, I become so sentimental as June and Father’s 

Day approaches.  People of my generation had dads that were quite different from the dads in our 

current world.  I don’t think that I am not alone in this feeling.  The dads of today are probably the 

result of my generation’s experience. 

A song by Reba McEntire called “The Greatest Man I Never Knew” so fully describes my own experi-

ence with my dad.  As a product of the depression, he worked so hard and was always concerned 

with how to provide for his family.  He never shared much about his life and certainly not his strug-

gles with working full-time while running a farm.  As the song goes “I never really knew him … eve-

rything he gave to us took all he had”.  He was not one to give hugs or praise and in my youth I once 

accused him of loving his cows more than me.  When his grandchildren came alone, it was another 

story.  He loved to tickle them, tease them, and take them for rides in his truck.  They got those hugs 

I never got and it was wonderful to see. 

The dads I know today have come a long way from my experience.  They certainly work just as hard, 

juggles lots of activities and share parenting responsibilities.  But they have learned how to show af-

fection and interact with their children in a way my dad never was never able to do.  But since mov-

ing back to the farm, I now understand how difficult it is to 

keep the farm going and why dad was always trying to catch a 

nap.  I can only imagine how difficult it was for my grandfather 

and other founding fathers who worked hard all week but al-

ways made time for that long trip to the Rock Church for Sun-

day service.  So dads, this is your month to be celebrated.  If 

you are the new generation of dads or the dads of past genera-

tions who help build a strong foundation of faith and family, 

we thank you. 

 

As Reba ended her song “He never said he loved me.  Guess he 

thought I knew”.  Yes, dad, I know. 

 

~ Phyllis Rieser 

  Call Committee Election 

The congregational members listed below were elected to serve as your call committee.  The commit-
tee will be meeting soon to elect a chair and determine what it is that we, as a congregation, want in 
a new pastor.  More information will be available following the next council meeting. 

 

   Jamie Edwards   Paula Perske 

   Guy Finstad    Betty Tindall 

   Darren Hanson   Harold Wiese 



 

 

Cranfills Gap Community  

Vacation Bible School is  

June 26-30.  

Patricia Forsythe’s granddaughter Kassidy 

Redmon is pictured with her daughter Karlyn. 

She won a plant for being the youngest mother 

at the dinner. 

The beautiful decorations for the Mothers, 

Daughters & Friends Dinner were done by 

Karen Sharp 

WELCA News 

 

Thirty-five ladies attended the Mothers, Daugh-

ters & Friends Dinner Friday evening, May 5. 

President Betty Tindall welcomed everyone. 

We sand and prayed the table prayer.  The pot-

luck meal was enjoyed by all.  We were pleased 

to have Miriam Wallace and Brian Barrett enter-

tain us with their playing and singing. 

 

Mary Ann Stokely was honored to be our oldest 

mother in attendance and Kassidy Remon was 

the youngest. 

 

The WELCA next function will be to host the 

birthday party at the Sunset Home on July 12. 



Did you know...  

that you can find the NT-NL on You Tube by 

searching “Northern Texas-Northern Lou-

isiana Synod, ELCA”  

or by typing in the following web 

address:   

https://www.youtube.com/user/

DiscipleLifeMission 

There you will find videos of past Assem-

blies and much more! 

 

Bishop Erik 

Gronber’s 

Sermon dur-

ing the 2017 

Assembly 

C
h

ri
s 

L
u

ja
n

, 
m

is
si

o
n

a
ry

 t
o

 t
h

e 
U

k
ra

in
e,

 w
il

l 
b

e 
v

is
it

in
g

 S
t.

 O
la

f 
o

n
 

J
u

n
e 

4
 f

o
r 

a
 r

ec
ep

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

 v
is

it
. 

 T
h

en
, 

h
e 

w
il

l 
b

e 
b

a
ck

 o
n

 J
u

n
e 

11
 t

o
 

p
re

a
ch

. 
 P

le
a

se
 j

o
in

 u
s!

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/DiscipleLifeMission
https://www.youtube.com/user/DiscipleLifeMission


PRAYER LIST: Haley Rae Tarver, Heather 
Christensen, Margret Turpin, Mary Ann 
Stokely, Brady Warrick, Betty Johnson, Darcy 
Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper 
Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey 
Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Chris 
Lujan, Larry Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel 
Smith, Al Carlson, Makayla Pierce, Riley Hard-
castle, Gwyn Christensen, Bettye Knudson, 
Junelle Johnson, Rev. C. A. & Gloria Mangham, 
Donna Mangham, Delbert Patrick, Rick 
Payne, Tom Pierce, Jimmy Carpenter, Lee 
Johnson, Nikki Stone, Tracy Finstad, Henrietta 
Medina,     and The Lutheran Church Sierra 
Leone, Persecuted Christians 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew 
Medina, Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael 
Crackhome, Alex Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, 

Financial Report  Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through April 30, 2017 $28,803.33 $26,620.00 $2,183.33 

Actual through April 30, 2017 23,434.70 21,776.65 1,658.05 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet again in 

September  

M artha Circle: TBA 

 

R uth Circle: Will meet again in Sep-

tember   

Mary Circle News 

Mary Bible Study met on May 9, 2017 at 

Heckman Hall. Attending were Charlene, Billye, 

Elaine, Elsie, Maranna and Barbara.   

Since there was no suggested study, Maranna 

led us in a discussion of God, father & mother. 

We don't normally think of God as mother, but 

when you explore further, it is also possible. He 

is loving, caring, gentle, and cares for us just as 

our mother, what a wonderful combination we 

have in Him.  

Pastor Joan was at the Synod meeting and sends 

her greetings to us.  

We are hostesses for the Birthday party at Sun-

set Home on July 12.  August 13 will be our next 

general meeting. Our next study will be on Sep-

tember 13, same time and place.  

Offering for the day was $70.00 for the general 

account. 

Ruth Circle News 

Ruth Circle met in the Church Basement and en-

joyed sandwiches and tea by Anna.  

Before the lesson, future programs through De-

cember were set, graduation refreshment plans 

made, an idea discussed for the birthday party in 

July at Sunset, and a decision made to help with 

refreshments at the October Celebration.   

Abby gave an impromptu lesson asking for first 

thoughts on memories of mothers and their 

Christian influence on our lives. Stories were 

shared with a few wet eyes and quite a few 

chuckles.   

Betty T has made the generous offer for our cir-

cle to meet at Catherine’s House beginning in 

September. An email will be sent to members in 

August to remind everyone.  

Wear RED next Sunday, June 4,  

for Pentecost Sunday 

Chris Lujan will be with us next  Sunday, 
June 4.  He will visit with people dur-
ing Sunday School and will give a presen-
tation on his ministry during worship. 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

From the Pastor 

 

Summer break is beginning for school kids and teachers.  While parents may not be too excited 

about summer break, the kids make up for their moms and dads’ lack of enthusiasm.  As exciting as 

the idea of summer break is for school children at the beginning of June, by the time late July and 

early August roll around, they are starting to throw around the word “bored.”  What was once the 

promise of free time becomes the oppressive weight of a seemingly endless shapelessness.  During 

the summer the joys of staying up late and sleeping in get old.  Watching TV loses its appeal.  Loung-

ing around the house becomes less and less relaxing.  Everything becomes so ordinary. 

This sense of the ordinary is appropriate, because we are about to celebrate Pentecost, when we cele-

brate the birthday of the church.  After Pentecost, the last hurrah of the Christian year, we enter that 

long stretch of time known as Ordinary Time.  This season can grind on and on as we slowly ap-

proach Advent and something different, something new.  It is easy for us to wish away the moments 

of our lives that seem boring, just as school children do with the last half or third of their summers, 

but these uneventful times make up the bulk of our lives, just as they make up the bulk of the Chris-

tian calendar. 

My hope for us all, whether we are in kindergarten or nearing 100, is that we enjoy our summers, 

our stretches or Ordinary Time, because it is in these times that life happens.  These times are just as 

important as the weightier moments of our lives. 

 

~ Pastor Ryan Pederson 


