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T 
he Rev. B.R. Maakestad Family 

 

Benjamin R. Maakestad was born in Suttons Bay, Michigan, Nov. 19, 1900 to parents, Rev. 

John J. Maakestad and Caroline Aslakson Maakestad.  He was baptized and confirmed by 

his father.  If you are thinking that you have read this before, it is because you read last month’s 

newsletter about his older brother, Walter J. Maakestad.  Benjamin followed his brother, Walter’s 

footsteps in his education and also received his degree from Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul, 

Minnesota. 

Benjamin and Sadie Rovang were married on July 1933. They had no children, but their love of chil-

dren was evident in the training, choirs and many programs they established for the children wher-

ever they served.  Rev. and Mrs. Maakestad served as pastor at Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Den-

ver, Colorado before coming to St. Olaf Lutheran in Cranfills Gap in October of 1941 after the death 

of his brother, Walter Maakestad. 

During the eleven years of Rev. Benjamin Makestad’s pastorate the congregation made steady pro-

gress.  Many improvements were added to enhance the beauty and to increase the efficiency of the 

congregation.  The sanctuary was refurbished, floors sanded and varnished with carpet laid down 

the aisles, the pulpit, altar, and baptismal font refinished and the basement kitchen remodeled. The 

Junior choir, the Intermediate and Senior choirs voices numbered 90. Both Benjamin and his wife, 

Sadie, were especially musically talented and sang many solos on special occasions.  With his strong 

baritone voice, his rendition of “The Lords Prayer” made a lasting impression. Mrs. Maakestad as-

sisted with the choirs and also teaching confirmation classes.  Rev. Maakestad was a member of 

Board of Home Mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.  He was a member of the Board of 

Trustees of Clifton College and Board of Director of the Texas A&M College Rural Church Confer-

ence. 

On July 27, 1952 Pastor Maakestad preached his farewell sermon at St. Olaf.  He had accepted a call 

to Pondrea and Golden West Congregation in Conrad, Montana.  He had a sudden heart attack and 

died June 5, 1955 at the age of 55.  He is buried in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 

References:  The Clifton Record Newspaper August  1, 1952, St. Olaf History Book 1986 

Corrections or additions: Contact Geneva Finstad 

Family Spotlight 

Saint Olaf Day Camp 



August Reflections 

To all, 

The dog days of summer are officially here!  It has been so hot and dry that I haven’t wanted to get 

outside to do anything.  Going from the car to the grocery store was a chore in the heat. Then this 

past Sunday when we were learning about being weeds as well as good grain, it began to thunder.  It 

was a special morning as we sat listening to our lesson for the day and then just before communion 

the rain began.  Many prayers had been answered as it began to rain. 

Then on Monday, our first ever St. Olaf led day camp for the children of Cranfills Gap was to begin.  

As I left my house, I couldn’t believe that it might actually rain on kick off day.  OH NO!  And yes, 

God provided us with more rain on kick off day but his idea was really a good one.  The morning rain 

cooled everything down and later in the day, the kids were able to play games outside.  That was only 

one of the blessings on Monday. 

A second blessing was an amazing team of volunteers.  The team met several times to plan the event 

and we felt like we could do the day camp ourselves.  But, it was so wonderful to see it actually hap-

pen.  Eighteen children have participated with about twenty adults and youth helping out.  Our team 

leaders worked over and above, giving of themselves to insure the kids had a great experience.  On 

top of that, the kids were blessed with a great lunch each day.  I’m sure the children of our commu-

nity get the same “dog day summer” blues that we as adults do.  This week, the kids got a break from 

the dog days while “Getting S’More of Jesus” and a lot more.  On Wednesday, one little girl said, “I 

want to come back next week!”  Guess that says it all. 

Thank you to all who helped in some way: 

Team Leaders: Jamie Edwards, Karen Hanson, 

Alinda Cox 

Decorations: Cindy Wiese 

Bible Study Leader: Pr. Ryan Pederson 

Science Leader: Carolyn Melde 

Youth Leaders: Marti Hanson, Wade Hanson, 

Kameron Wiese, Lani Edwards, 

Gage Edwards, Ashley Cox 

Kitchen Staff: Teresa Christensen, Patricia 

Forsythe, Maranna Horn, Heather Christensen, Phyllis Rieser 

Supporters: Virgil & Betty Tindall, Buck & Sidney Thomason, Sand & Owen Carlson, Jeanne 

Bayless, Elsie Phillips, Yvonne & Noble Chastain, Preshie & Harold Wiese, Rita Hanson 

It truly was a week of blessings.  God’s work….our hands! 

Phyllis Rieser 

Council President 
To see LOTS more Day Camp photos please check out our Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/SaintOlafLutheran/   

Notice to all bakers!  Septemberfest is coming September 9th!  The ladies of the church need your help for 
stocking our food booth. Our booth will be open from 9:00 until all items are sold. Breads, cookies, pies or 
cakes, jams or jellies, pickles--all sell well. Items may be left in the church basement af-
ter 3:30 the afternoon before the sale or dropped by the booth between 8:30--9:00 the day of 
the sale. Please package and PRICE items. A sign-up sheet for workers to man the booth will 
be found in the back of the sanctuary beginning August 27th. Thanks for your help! 







PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret 
Turpin, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick, 
Darcy Cassidy, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, 
Cooper Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, 
Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, 
Chris Lujan, Larry Barger, Charles Osborn, 
Daniel Smith, Makayla Pierce, Gwyn Christen-
sen, Rev. C. A. & Gloria Mangham, Donna 
Mangham, Delbert Patrick, Rick Payne, Tom 
Pierce,  Nikki Stone, Tracy Finstad, Henrietta 
Medina, Jamie Dittrich, the Family of Junelle 
Johnson,and The Lutheran Church Sierra 
Leone, Persecuted Christians   

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew 
Medina, Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael 
Crackhome, Alex Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, 
Daniel Ramirez. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Jun 30, 2017 $43,205.00 $39,930.00 $3,275.00 

Actual through Jun 30, 2017 34,240.41 30,463.90 3,776.51 

WELCA PLANNING MEETING 

Attention all St. Olaf ladies!  WELCA begins a new 

year with our meeting on Wednesday, August 2nd at 

2:00pm in the church basement.  

The best 

things in life 

are meant to 

be shared.  

Thank you for 

sharing our 

50th Anniver-

sary Celebra-

tion with us!  

It was a great 

turn out.  We 

felt very 

blessed. 

We appreciate 

the cards and 

Best Wishes. 

Thanks to all 

those who 

helped in any 

way to make this day such a success:  the people in 

the kitchen, those who helped decorate, the florist, 

the photographer, the ones who made & decorated & 

served the cakes and punch, those who registered 

guests, made the video, and all who made this a day 

to remember! 

We are Blessed to have reached this milestone! 

Thanks, 

Larry and Darla Kinney 

Please join us for this exciting event!  

Sunday, October  22, 2017, 10am-2:30pm 

Event website: www.stolaf100years.org  
 

If you have historic pictures, programs, informa-
tion on previous pastors, items to loan for display, 

please email us at info@stolaf100years.org.  
 

FOR SUNDAY DINNER PLANNING,  
PLEASE REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 15, 2017  

***Missing in action once more…the baseball bat trash masher.  If you borrowed it, please return it.  It 

is a very helpful tool made by Marc Johnson many years ago.*** 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon: 

Please help us support our local 

teachers as they start out the new 

school year by helping at our Annual 

Teacher Luncheon.  This salad lunch-

eon will be sometime the week of August 20. 

mailto:prieser61@gmail.com




St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

Thoughts from Pastor Ryan 

As I write this I am recovering from our Day Camp, which ended yesterday.  I think it was a real suc-

cess.  The kids had a good time.  They enjoyed the crafts, games, science experiments, and the food.  

On the last day, yesterday, they had a special treat: s’mores made with marshmallows roasted over a 

real fire.  I’m pretty sure the adults and youth helpers had a good time, too.  My job was to tell a Bi-

ble story at the beginning and at the end of the day.  The theme of the Day Camp was “Jesus is the 

light of the world,” so I talked about how the various stories show that Jesus is the light for us.  I told 

the story about how Jesus healed a group of lepers, allowing them to 

return to their families and communities.  This story shines light on 

how Jesus cares not just about our health, but about how we fit in 

with those around us.  I told the story of the young man who was 

blind and then was healed.  This shows how Jesus’ light shines on us 

so we can see, both in the sense of our physical sight, but also so we 

can see one another anew, just as the young man’s family and com-

munity saw him anew after he was healed. 

Another story I told comes from our Gospel lesson for this Sunday, 

from Matthew 14.13-21.  It’s a story that you all know well: the feeding of the five thousand.  Perhaps 

the element of the story that stands out the most is the miracle that Jesus somehow multiplied the 

five loaves of bread and two fish.  This is, of course, an interesting and noteworthy feature of the 

story, but it is not what I wanted to emphasize to the campers.  Instead, I wanted them to take a step 

back from this detail of the story and to see the shape of the story, that with Jesus there is enough.  

When I was the campers’ age I tended to worry about whether my family would have enough, espe-

cially enough money.  Even though I’m older now I still worry about whether I will have enough.  I 

still worry about having enough money, but now I also worry about having enough time, enough pa-

tience, enough love, enough health, enough luck.  Because I’m so well acquainted with the fear of 

scarcity I wanted to encourage the campers, and myself, to remember that 

Jesus cares about us and is interested in our flourishing. 

One detail of the story that I didn’t highlight for the campers that I will 

highlight now for you all is that the resources that Jesus used to meet the 

people’s needs came from the gathered people themselves.  Jesus took 

what was available and made it sufficient for those who were with him.  

The things we need for our flourishing can likely be found among us.  To-

gether we have the resources, blessed by Jesus, to take care of one another 

and those who may join us.  With Jesus, and with one another, we have 

enough. Enough love.  Enough care.  Enough interest. Enough attention. 


