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T 
he Rev. Herman Wilhelm Estrem Family 

 

Herman W. Estrem was born September 5, 1882 in Willmar, Minnesota where his father was pastor in 

the Vinji and Vikor congregations.  His father Ole Olsen Estrem (1835 – 1910) had been called to Texas in 

1869 and served until 1877 laying the foundation for future church work of the Norwegian Lutheran churches 

in Texas.  In the fall of 1904, after two years of rest, the sixty nine year old Rev Ole Estrem and his wife re-

turned to Texas to serve the church in Waco and four other neighboring congregations. Rev Ole Estrem’s wife 

lived to be 93 years old; ten children survived her, 45 grandchildren and 20 great grandchildren. She was de-

scribed as having an intelligent interest in the affairs of the church until the time of her death.  She was an 

ardent reader of Christian literature and the bible, an honored and beloved head of a large relationship. 

Herman. W. Estrem attended Luther College and served his first parish in Madison, South Dakota from 1906 

until 1912 when he was called to serve St. Olaf after the death of Rev. G.G. Odegaard.  When he first heard to 

he was to be called to Texas, he was hesitant.  They had a three year old daughter buried in Madison, who had 

died of spinal meningitis.  When the call came, he and his wife, Cora, along with a three year old daughter, 

Marlys readily accepted the call.  The trip by train also included their pet dog, a beautiful fox terrier named 

Foxy.  Foxy later died of the newcomer dog’s usual death of rattlesnake bite. 

“Then began an eight-year pastorate which I look upon as the most fruitful and happy eight years of my min-

istry” a quote from his Biological recollections.  He stated that the parishioners were very appreciative of eve-

rything he tried to do.   They had high respect for the ministry and a willingness to follow their pastor’s lead.  

The parsonage was located at the Rock Church.  He described it as a large, flimsy two-story frame building 

with seven outside doors and four porches.  In the winter they sometimes had five or six stoves going, when 

the wind was high the house swayed noticeably.  Their four children were born there, Lois, Walter, Winfred, 

and Laila.  They always had a dog or two, one or two cows and calves, beside the driving horse. 

As church attendance increased, the need for a larger church was felt.  Sentiments for a church in Cranfills 

Gap grew rapidly.  In 1916 a building committee was elected consisting of W.T. Tergerson, A.O. Grimland, 

Jacob Knudson, Oscar Rohne and Pastor Estrem.  Another quote from Pastor Estrem, “Little did we realize 

what an undertaking and how many meetings we would have to hold before we could complete our responsi-

bility”. 

They accepted a contract price of some over $14,000 for a brick church with two large towers, one of which 

was to be spired.  The price was very low for so much building and the committee knew it, but did not know 

“how crooked a triumvirate" they had made the contract with.  The architect, contractor, and foreman worked 

together in trying to defraud them, skimping on material, using inferior materials and cutting corners where 

they could.  The committee quickly found that vigilance was necessary to get a decent building completed.  

Pastor Estrem said he almost lived at the site, driving back and forth numerous times a day from the parson-

age by the Rock Church. 

According to the contract they paid for labor and material every two weeks up to 80% of the contract price.  

Then the contractor would complete the building before the last 20% was paid.  They quit as soon as they re-

ceived their 80% and the committee had to find labors to complete the work.  Finally the church was com-

pleted.  The cornerstone was laid March 11, 1916 by Pastor Estrem’s brother-in-law, Rev. S.J.N. Ylvisaker of 

Fergus Falls Minnesota.  Rev. J. k. Rystad of Norse assisted. 

On Sunday, August 19, 1917 the District President dedicated the beautiful new church at Cranfills gap.  There 

was a “tremendous crowd” in the church and the windows were open all day.  While the seating capacity was 

about 550, one man claimed that he counted 1000 as they filed around the altar during the offering.  Then he 

said he lost count and stopped counting. The church was well equipped for the occasion with the pipe organ 

and all the customary appointments of large churches. The large grand piano was purchased in 1919; arrange-

ments made by Pastor Estrem to purchase from an opera house for $300.  Because Rev. O .O. Estrem had 

served this congregation, his wife and children presented the church with a Thorvaldsen’s Baptismal Font in 

the shape of a life-sized angel, holding a bowl in the form of a large seashell. 

Family Spotlight 



In 1919 the membership of St. Olaf was 150 voting member (men over 21), 421 confirmed members, and 272 

unconfirmed members for a total of 693.  That year Pastor Estrem held 26 services in Norwegian at the Rock 

Church, 15 at Cranfills Gap, 10 at Cove Springs, plus one service in English at the Rock Church, 16 at Cranfills 

Gap and 16 at Cove Spring School House for a total of 74 services.  He baptized 18, confirmed 12 in Norwe-

gian and 6 in English, married eight couples, and held six funeral services.  He also had 10 Communion Ser-

vices in Norwegian and 4 in English.  He had 55 Catechism Lessons, 28 at Cranfills Gap and 27at the Rock 

Church.  The pastor’s salary was $1500 a year with $404.47 at special offering on Easter, Pentecost, and 

Christmas that year. 

After Rev. J. K. Rystad asked to be relieved of his duties as president of Clifton College Board of Directors, 

Rev. Estrem was asked to assume that duty. 

Pastor Estrem commented that he had the pleasure and satisfaction of using the beautiful new church in 

Cranfills gap about three years before tendering his resignation.  He had received a number of calls from the 

North, because congregations in the North thought any pastor in Texas would be glad to go back to the North.  

He and his wife decided that if they were ever to live in the cold North again, it was time.  In the spring of 

1920 he resigned to accept a call to Ringsaker and affiliated churches in Pelican Rapids, Minnesota. Pastor 

Estrem died of a heart attack during the night on December 25, 1949 after finishing what was to be his fare-

well sermon before his retirement. 

Another quote from his recollections: “In Christ there is no east or west, in Him no North or South, but one 

great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide world.”  It is because of caring, dedicated pastors, such as 

Pastor Estrem, that St. Olaf has continued for 100 years.  We humbly offer our thanks and praise to God for 

each of them. 

References: Excerpts from “Biological Reflections” by Rev. H.W. Estrem, St. Olaf Krike History Book  pub-

lished 1986, The Willmar Daily Tribune, April 2, 1936, Google 

Comments or Questions contact: Geneva Finstad 254 597 2453 

Centennial Celebration Report for Newsletter 

 

October is here and the 22nd will be here before we know it.  Our celebration plans 

are in full swing and the excitement is building.  We have approximately 250 regis-

tered at this time and are expecting about 300 by the 22nd.  There will be a limited 

number of lunch tickets which can be sold the day of the event.   Also, make sure 

your family knows that church service is scheduled for 10 a.m. with Bishop Gronberg  

delivering the sermon.  Lunch will be served from 11am until 1 pm buffet style.  The afternoon program starts 

at 2 p.m. with the Texas Historic Commission marker unveiling and afternoon rededication service in the 

sanctuary at 2:30.  The program ends with a medley of organ music, which was played at the original dedica-

tion in 1917, by organist, Ken Surley. 

We are planning a work day on Saturday, October 7th and need many people who are able to help in getting 

the church and Sunday School building ready for company.   We will have a list of jobs which need to be done 

on the 7th.  Lunch will be provided, so plan to join us for an hour or two or more if you can.  Please call 254 

597 2453 by October 3rd to let the cook know how much food to prepare if you wish to eat lunch. 

The History book has gone to the publisher.  We have a number of reservation for the book and copies can be 

paid for and picked up at the event.  Books will be available for sale on the 22nd, as well as souvenir coffee 

mugs. 

This is a once in a lifetime event for us, the members of St. Olaf.  What a blessing we have to participate in a 

100 years celebration for our church.  We will have many former members, family, friends, and community 

coming for the day and we want them to know this is a special time to give praise and thanks for all our many 

blessing through the years. 



To All, 

 

In 2012 shortly after I retired and returned to Cranfills Gap, I was asked to co-chair the centennial 
celebration committee with my sister, Geneva Finstad.  I had no ideas of how my life would change 
in the following years leading up to the celebration but here we are.  It’s October 2017! 

 

I have been keeping track of all the centennial registrations (electronic and mail in) and all those fa-
miliar names flash back from my memory of growing up at St. Olaf.  Pr. Pederson once told me that 
worshiping in the place where our ancestors worshiped made the service more meaningful.  I knew 
that was certainly true for me but I now understand from all our registrations that I am not alone in 
that feeling. 

 

As time draws near to the Centennial Celebration event, many people have been working hard to be 
ready for our congregational members and for those returning home to St. Olaf on October 22nd.  So 
many special things have been planned.  Bishop Eric Gronberg will deliver the sermon on Sunday 
morning followed by a typical Sunday lunch from days gone by.  The afternoon brings the unveiling 
of our new Texas historical marker.  Then later in the afternoon, we will gather for a service of re-
dedication.  The rededication is not only the rededication of our building but also the rededication of 
our spiritual commitment to the ministry of God in our community and world.  Our founding mem-
bers were wonderful examples for us of the commitment required in a difficult world. 

 

Also available at the event is the new “Heritage of Faith” history book.  Built on our previous history 
books, the book has an expanded history of St. Olaf and an appendix that should be a helpful re-
source for many families. 

 

Our 100th birthday will only happen once.  Please join us 
as we continues the St. Olaf mission to worship, teach, 
nurture, and share Christ’s love. 

 

Blessings to all as we enter this new era at St. Olaf. 

 

Phyllis Allen Rieser, Church Council President 

Newly decorated history cabinets in St. 

Olaf’s basement 



Reformation Day   

Reformation Day (October 31) commemorates Lu-

ther’s posting of his 95 Theses on the door of the 

Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany on October 

31, 1517. This act triggered the Reformation, as they 

were immediately translated and distributed across 

Germany in a matter of weeks. The Protestant Ref-

ormation was the rediscovery of the doctrine 

of justification—that is, salvation by grace alone 

(Gal. 2:21) through faith alone in Christ alone. It 

was also the protest against the corruption within 

the Roman Catholic Church. 

 The century before the Reformation was marked by 

widespread dismay with the corruption of the lead-

ers in the Roman Catholic Church and with its false 

doctrines, biblical illiteracy, and superstition. 

Monks, priests, bishops, and popes in Rome taught 

unbiblical doctrines like the selling of indulgences, 

the treasury of merit, purgatory, and salvation 

through good works.  

http://justinholcomb.com/2012/10/31/its-reformation-day/
http://theresurgence.com/justification_recommended_books
http://www.christianity.com/church/missions-and-evangelism/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/galatians/2-21.html


PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret Turpin, 
Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick, Darcy Cassidy, Kathy 
Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper Brown, Martha & Helena 
McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond 
Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel 
Smith, Makayla Pierce, Rev. C. A. Mangham, Donna 
Mangham, Delbert Patrick, Rick Payne, Tom Pierce, Nikki 
Stone, Tracy Finstad, Henrietta Medina, Jamie Dittrich, 
Carla Stanford, Donna Boelter, Greg Kirk, the Family of 
Gloria Mangham, the Family of Gwyn Christensen, 
and The Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Chris-
tians 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, 
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex 
Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through  $57,606.67 $53,240.00 $4,366.67 

Actual through  47,025.63 43,647.76 3,377.87 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet October 11, 

Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm  

M artha Circle:  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet October 12, 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm   

Ruth Circle met with 7 members present and 
welcomed new member Elvira Butler. Betty T 
opened the discussions on the upcoming church 
celebrations on October 21 and 22. Our circle is 
to furnish refreshments for WELCA October 4. 
Mary McGowen presented the lesson on the 
Apostle’s Creed, Shirley had sumptuous pie with 
coffee, tea and fruit.  Mary Ann will give lesson 
and Anna refreshments on October 12.       
~Abby Birdwell 

Starting the new Ruth Circle sessions off in new 
meeting place, Tindall’s Katherine’s House. 

Mary Circle met Sept. 13 at Heckmann Hall. 
Those attending were Lucy, Patricia, Maranna, 
Elaine, Charlene, Hannelore, and Elsie. Elsie led 
the study, The Apostle’s Creed - The First Arti-
cle. We made plans for the program for WELCA 
on Oct 4 and enjoyed refreshments. Next meet-
ing is Oct 11 at the same place and time. 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

Newsletter Article 

October 2017 

 This October is a month of celebration and remembrance.  I’m having to write this newsletter 

article in a hurry today, because my wife and I are going to leave shortly for a trip to celebrate our 

tenth wedding anniversary.  It will be nice to have some time just for the two of us, something we 

rarely have with two little boys at home. 

 Later this month we will also celebrate the 100th anniversary of St. Olaf being here in Cranfills 

Gap.  We are expecting a good-sized group of people to attend this celebration, since St. Olaf has 

meant so much to so many people over the years.  There will be folks here for the celebration who 

have not visited Cranfills Gap or St. Olaf in many years sitting alongside people who are here every 

Sunday.  I hope that our time of celebration of the past and our prayers for the future are meaningful 

for all who are present. 

 Another major milestone is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, which we will celebrate 

on October 31.  I’m sure that there will be mentions of this anniversary in the media.  One of the cen-

tral things that will be emphasized in these mentions will be the 

tectonic religious and cultural impact of the Reformation.  I find it 

interesting that even 500 years later it is difficult for scholars to 

pinpoint the precise factors that contributed to this historic event.  

The broad outlines of the Reformation are, of course, well known, 

but other attempts were made before Luther’s ultimately successful 

efforts.  I look forward to reading and hearing what the wider world 

has to say about this anniversary. 

 In anniversaries, the past and future come together in a sin-

gle moment.  We remember what we have experienced and that in-

forms the way we think about what lies ahead of us.  I’m glad to 

spend some time with my wife reflecting on these past ten years 

and imagining what our future may be.  Similarly, I hope we all en-

joy our celebration of the past 100 years of St. Olaf, and 500 years 

of the Reformation, and remember them well.  May God give us 

boldness and imagination as we look to the future. 

 

~Pastor Ryan Pederson 


