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Reflections 

 

The holiday season will be over by the time you see these comments.  

I hope my dining table is no longer covered with sheets and towels 

from the visitors and that I am snuggled up warm and cozy in my fa-

vorite chair.  Above all in this coming year, it is important that I have time reflection on the year just 

past but especially the new year. 

 

As I reflect on the year just past, I appreciate what an amazing year I have had.  My two major in-

volvements in 2017 have been St. Olaf and the Corner Drug Cafe.  Coming out of retirement meant 

balancing a tight schedule between the two.  Now it is time to come down from the hectic schedule 

and find time to relax, enjoy the moments of each day, and appreciate all that has happened in 2017.  

And….. do some planning for the coming year.  I am calling this my New Year’s goal rather than my 

New Year’s resolution.  Who keeps resolutions? 

 

This year, St. Olaf has done so much to continue the heritage of our church.  We are blessed that eve-

ryone has special talents and have found ways to express them.  I believe that we have become more 

independent and we just do what needs to get done to continue our mission.  The centennial celebra-

tion was a prime example of this.  People still stop and tell me what a meaningful event the celebra-

tion was.  Also, I wish I could list all the special moments throughout the year that touched me.  

Some were big but many were small little things.  I feel so fortunate to be a part of St. Olaf.  I espe-

cially want to acknowledge and thank Pr. Ryan for being with us this year.  Each Sunday his sermon 

continues to lift my spirits in our difficult world.  We are truly blessed to have such a scholar with us. 

 

The new year always brings optimism and renewed energy which is something that we will need as 

we move forward into 2018.  On January 6th, all the church council members and pastors from 

Bosque County churches in our synod will meet with the Bishop and Associate Bishop to discuss our 

future of our congregations in this changing world.  This is a beginning dialogue with no set agenda.  

I will report the results of this discussion at our annual meeting on 

January 28th. 

 

May you have a blessed New Year! 

 

Phyllis Rieser 

Church Council President 



Congratulations to Marti Hanson on her 

recent college graduation and good luck to 

her as she begins her Master's program in 

January! 

 

The Saint Olaf Sunday School Kids pre-

sented “The Chrismon Tree” on Dec. 10th.  



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret 
Turpin, Mary Ann Stokely, Brady Warrick, Kathy 
Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper Brown, Martha & He-
lena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Ray-
mond Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry Barger, Charles 
Osborn, Daniel Smith, Makayla Pierce, Rev. C. A. 
Mangham, Rick Payne, Tom Pierce, Nikki Stone, Tracy 
Finstad, Henrietta Medina, Jamie Dittrich, Donna 
Boelter, Greg Kirk, Ruth Tucker, and The Lutheran 
Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, 
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, 
Alex Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, and Daniel Ramirez 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Nov 30, 2017  $79,209.17 $73,205.00 $6,004.17 

Actual through Nov 30, 2017 67,389.08 61,421.08 5,968.00 

M ary Circle: Will meet January 10, 

Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm  

M artha Circle:  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet  January 11, 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm  

The next Worship & Music meeting is January 
11th at 2:00. 

Mary Circle News 

The Mary Circle met December 13 at Heckmann 

Hall with Maranna, Charlene, Elaine, Patricia, 

Geraldine, and Elsie in attendance.  Elsie led the 

devotional, “Joy to the World.”  We sang some 

Christmas songs, and Maranna had a reading. 

We discussed our serving at the Advent service 

on December 20.  Refreshments were enjoyed by 

all. 

Our next meeting will be January 10, same time 

and same place, with Charlene leading the study. 

WELCA News 

The next WELCA meeting will be on February 7. 

Ruth Circle News 

Ruth Circle held their annual Christmas Salad 

Luncheon with only six members present. Oth-

ers were either out of town or had some health 

issues. We missed them.  Betty T gave a short 

program on “The Joy of Giving” before we dived 

into full plates of all different salads. Of course 

we had desserts, a punch drink, and coffee. We 

do eat well! January meeting will be led by 

Shirley Thompson, and refreshments by 

Abby.  Here’s hoping everyone has a wonderful 

Christmas and Blessings for 2018. 

Yearbook Planning Meeting 

There will be a Yearbook Planning meeting on 

Monday, January 8 at 9:00 A.M. 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.! 

 

I enjoyed spending Christmas Eve with you all at the candlelight service. It's always a meaningful 

experience, and this year was no exception.  

 

I'm writing to you while I'm on a short retreat, which I needed after the flurry of the end of a semes-

ter, coupled with the Advent and Christmas seasons.  This morning I went for a walk from Three 

Mountain Retreat down to Neils Creek, which has a new bridge, I'm happy to report. Along the way I 

passed the Aars's farm and was reminded of what is my first memory of church.  It wasn't of the ser-

vice or the church building, but of Purnell Aars reaching into his suit coat pocket and giving me a 

Tootsie Roll after the service. This was surely an act of real kindness, because I was probably about 

four years old and certainly a handful during the church service. Note that this last part is what I 

can't seem to remember. Our memories can be self-serving, can't they? 

 

I tell you this story because it fits this moment between Christmas and the new year and this mo-

ment in the life of St. Olaf.  As we celebrate Christmas, as I walk past a farm and remember who 

lived there, and as St. Olaf has just celebrated its centennial, we are all engaged in acts of recovering 

memories, from our pasts, from our forebears' past, and from our faith's past. May we all hold these 

memories and be informed by them as we move into the future, especially as St. Olaf looks toward 

calling its next pastor.  

 

Pastor Ryan 

Happy Anniversary to 
Terry & Linda Samples and 

Jim & Gina Kersey! 


