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Thoughts for February,

As we finish out January, I was surprised to find that the season of
Lent begins very early this year. It begins on February 14th, Valentine’s Day? On a day when we tend to think about treating ourselves and those we love, I am conflicted with thoughts generally
of how I blend the need to get my life back on track or in control
and enjoying Valentine’s Day (generally a day of excess).

Many of us tend to look at Lent as a season that is penitential in nature where we attempt to gain
control of our lives by showing what we can live without. Ed always gives up something and is very
good about living up to his commitment. I, on the other hand, make a commitment that is quite the
opposite. I know myself too well; I won’t give up chocolate or stick to that diet. I have tried to think
of Lent as a time in which I go beyond the usual to do some good work each week. Sometimes I am
successful and sometimes I fall back into my selfish lazy ways.

But as I reflect, this may be a special year as Valentine’s Day and Lent are meant to coincide for the
good. Acts of love should not just be for our immediate family. Some of our recent readings show
Jesus showing love to those who are unlovable or untouchable in his time. I know the phrase
“random acts of kindness” has been over used but isn’t Jesus the one who invented it as an idea?
Maybe Lent, more than ever, is the time when we follow in his footsteps.

So as we begin the journey through Lent, I challenge you to show love to the unlovable, those suffering loss, and those who are alone and in need. Also, it wouldn’t hurt to show a little extra love to
those who bring meaning to our lives.

Maybe Lent is the season of love.

Phyllis Rieser
Church Council President

Saint Olaf Fat Tuesday
Youth Pancake Fundraiser Dinner
February 13 at 5:00-7:00 pm (free will donation)
All proceeds go towards our church youth camp, our Summer Day Camp, and any other youth activities.

WELCA Lutheran World Relief Drive
Donation Deadline is March 22 (WELCA will package and mail to LWR)
Health Kits
1 nail file
2 bars soap—8 or 9 oz.
1 heavy duty comb
1 light weight towel (20" x 40" minimum or 52" x 27"max)
1 tooth brush (in original packaging)
School Kits
1 Bx. 24 crayons
1- 21/2" eraser
4-70 sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper (approximately 8" x 10"1/2"--no loose leaf paper)
1-30 centimeter ruler of a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
1- pencil sharpener
1- blunt scissors
5- unsharpened #2 pencils with eraser; secure together with rubber
band
5- black o9r blue ballpoint pens (no ink gel); secure together with rubber
band
1- sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag. Approximately, 14" x 17" with shoulder straps (no
standard backpacks)
Fabric Kits
2 spools thread
2 1/2 yds. of 60" material or 3 yds. of 44" material or 4 yds. of 36" material
Send 2 pieces of cotton or cotton blend. These 2 should be same size.
Blankets: We will also be collecting blankets that can be ordered on-line at Walmart.com. The
blanket item is Mainstays brand, Value Blanket #555394125 for $5.88.

Mary, Martha, & Ruth
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ary Circle: Will meet February 14,
Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm
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uth Circle: Will meet February 8,

PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret
Turpin, Brady Warrick, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle,
Cooper Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey
Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Chris Lujan,
Larry Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel Smith, Makayla
Pierce, Rev. C. A. Mangham, Rick Payne, Tom
Pierce, Nikki Stone, Tracy Finstad, Henrietta Medina,
Jamie Dittrich, Donna Boelter, Greg Kirk, Linda
Thiele, Michael Tergerson, and The Lutheran Church
Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina,
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome,
Alex Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez.

Ruth Circle News
Ruth Circle met for their January meeting at
Katherine’s House, with five members who almost literally blew in with the norther that hit
that day.
The group discussed the program for WELCA
on February 7 before Shirley led us in the first
session of two on the Gospel of Mark. Everyone agreed that this was one of the best written studies we have had in a long time.
Abby furnished a quick and easy Jello dessert
with coffee and tea.
For our February 8 meeting Shirley will provide refreshments and Abby the lesson on Session Two.

Heritage of Faith

Centennial Celebration of the Brick Church
1917-2017

WELCA News
There will be a WELCA meeting on Wednesday,
February 7 at 2:oo PM.
A detailed history of the rich heritage of
St. Olaf Lutheran Church in Cranfills Gap, Texas.

To order a copy of Heritage of Faith, send your
request with a check for $30 (book + postage) to
St. Olaf Lutheran Church, 402 Meridian Street,
Cranfills Gap, TX 76637.
Happy Anniversary to
Tony & Dawley Hills-Mares and
Danny & Charla Rudd!!!

Corrections to birth, marriage, death records,
etc. should be sent via email to Darla Kinney
at saintolaflutheran@gmail.com.

Financial Report

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Dec 31, 2017

$ 86,410.00

$ 79,860.00

$6,550.00

Actual through Dec 31, 2017

77,923.31

72,239.17

5,684.14

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
I'm writing to you late in the evening, after I've put my boys to bed for the night. I don't usually do
my work at this time of day, but I forgot all about my newsletter article. It's something I do every
month, and yet each month it seems to sneak up on me.
All sorts of things sneak up on us. Our children grow up right in front of us, but it's still a surprise.
Middle age comes out of nowhere to impolitely point out our ever increasing number of gray hairs.
Generations of people who we looked up to when we were younger begin to fall away.
This realization--that totally predictable things sneak upon us--is appropriate for the season after
Epiphany, the season of new realizations. The season after Epiphany ends and Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday, a day in which we acknowledge before God and one another our sneaking mortality. As
we move toward Lent, may we reflect on how God is with us through the various stages of our lives.
~Pastor Ryan

Services during Lent and Easter



February 13 Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper from 5-7pm
February 14 Ash Wednesday Service at 6pm
February 21 Light supper at 6pm with service to follow
February 28 Light supper at 6pm with service to follow
March 7 Light supper at 6pm with service to follow
March 14 Service at 6pm (Chamber of Commerce with dinner beginning
at 6:30pm)
March 21 Light supper at 6pm with service to follow
March 29 Maundy Thursday service at 6pm at Brick Church in town
March 30 Good Friday service at 6pm at Rock Church
April 1 Easter Sunrise service at 7am at Rock Church
April 1 Youth breakfast following sunrise service at Brick Church



April 1 Easter Sunday service at 9:30am at Brick Church













