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This past week the news has been filled with sadness and confusion over the acts of violence in our schools 

and elsewhere.  It makes me wonder how did we get here from where I came?  I struggle to come up with an-

swers but I do believe that we as Christians must continue to support our schools, civic organizations, and 

families (especially children) in need of physical and emotional support.  With all this negativity spiraling in 

my head and feeling really tired at the end of each day, I have had a hard time finding inspiration for my June 

newsletter article. 

 

As I went through my work at the café this week, I kept going past Nena’s inspiration wall (signs posted on 

the wall of the food delivery station).   Only the staff can see these signs.  The sign next to the door finally 

made me wake up out of my funk.  It simply says, “There is always something to be thankful for.”  As I began 

to reflect on this simple phrase, I began to think about all the things that I am thankful for. One page isn’t 

enough to list all the things I am thankful for but below are a few. 

 

I am so thankful that I grew up in a community where fear was never a part of my life.  An extended family, 

community, and a large church family of nurturing adults supported me. 

 

I am thankful for the many students I met in my career at Austin College and elsewhere.  Thanks to Facebook, 

I get to see them with their young families, hear about their successful careers and the fun things they do.  

Their stories did not all start out perfect. 

 

I am especially thankful for friends old and new.  I am lucky enough to have friends from my childhood as 

well as some new friends from Bosque County and even Norway.  I am thankful that I returned to Bosque 

County to connect with all these good people. 

 

Since it is graduation time, I am especially thankful for and proud of our two scholarship students, Marti 

Hanson and Kenneth Wiese.  I know that we at St. Olaf have helped them transition to college and now be-

yond. 

 

I am so thankful that I can sit on our porch or in my office and 

see the beauty of the farm.  I know that I am looking at the 

same views that my parents and grandparents enjoyed.  The 

beauty of the country landscape is so incredible. 

 

I am especially thankful for Elsie Phillips because she prays 

for me each day and I really need those prayers. 

 

Since it’s June, I suppose I should have been reflecting upon 

Father’s Day.  In a way, I am because I am very thankful for 

my dad and all those other dads that made my world a place 

where there was no fear.  Please send me a photo of your dad/

husband/brother so I can post a photo page in next month’s 

newsletter filled with the St. Olaf dads. 

 

Happy Father’s Day! 

Phyllis Rieser, Church Council President 



The Family of Evan Paulson Rohne will have their annual family reunion in the basement following 

the church service on June 10th.   

Evan Paulson Rohne was born in 1848 in Romedal. Norway.  B.F. Dahl paid for Evan’s passage to 

America in exchange for one year of work in 1871.    Evan married Marianne Olianne Ekgerg, born 

1858 in Loiten, Norway.  Her brother, who was living in Mexia, Texas paid for her voyage to Amer-

ica in 1878.  Evan and Marianne were married in Mexia 1880 and came to their 360 acre farm in 

Cranfills Gap for their honeymoon. 

Marianne’s mother, Olea Oldsdatter Egeberg was born July 16, 1817.  She is pictured at the far right 

in the family picture taken at Magnus’s baptism.  She immigrated to America in 1881 and made her 

home with Evan and Marianne.  She died August 14, 1911.  Magnus said his grandmother could 

quote verbatim Luther’s Small Catechism from cover to cover besides reciting hymns and devotional 

gems by the hour. 

Nine children were born from the union of Evan and Marianne --Minnie (Christensen) (Hansen) 

(Mickelson), Oscar, Cora (Christenson), Pauline (Knudson), Emma (Jenson), John Magnus (the 

baby in the baptismal gown in the family picture), Paul Bernhart, Helen (Kubik), and Chris.  There 

are now six generation and over 350 descendants    

Evan and Marianne believed strongly in education.  Evan provided the land for the Rohne School on 

his farm, School District 26.  As the children grew older most of them went to Clifton Lutheran Col-

lege.  Many went on to college and earned advanced degrees.  Education continues to be a main 

theme of now six generations who bring great credit to their family, communities, and churches.                                                                                                                                                                

Minnie was born in 1882. Her father died when she was 16.  Her mother asked that she wait for two 

years before she married so she could help with her eight siblings.    She married Mr. Christensen 

and had four children-- Ervin, Paul, Johanna (Bertelsen), and Marianne (Dillon).  After Mr. Chris-

tensen died, Minnie married Mr. Chris Hansen who was a widower with five children.  Minnie and 

Mr. Hansen had one son from their marriage, Chris Morris.  Mr. Hansen died when Chris Morris 

was four years old at which time Minnie returned to her farm at Cranfills Gap. She later built a 

home in the Gap and married the carpenter for that house, Mr. Mickelson.  Minnie was a true Prov-

erbs 31 woman forced to be a single mother for much of her life, sending money to Norway as an ob-

ligation from her first husband, running a farm,   being an entrepreneur by taking in boarders and 

employing cedar cutters, and ensuring her children were educated and vital contributors to their 

communities.   

Oscar, the oldest son, was born in 1884 and died of Hodgkin's disease in 1930 at the age of 46.  

Evan, Oscar’s dad died when Oscar was 17 years old leaving Oscar to become the father figure for his 

siblings.  He helped his mother manage the farm.  He served as deacon and trustee of St Olaf 

church. He was a member of the building committee when the brick church was built.  He married 

Malinda Olson in 1904 and they raised six children-- Ernest, Mae (Jenson), Beatrice (Purcell) 

(Tolman), Olga (Knudson), Cora (Goodman), and Cecil.   

Cora married Pete Christensen and they had six children – Emroy, Marie (Reesing), Clarice (Witte), 

Christian, Ann Tomena (Wrenn) and Jacob “Jake”.   Cora died at the age of 36 when her youngest 

child “Jake” was four years old.   



Pauline married Gus Knudson and had eight children who were raised in the Gap. The children were 

Oscar, Milton, Modine (Baker), Glenn, Era Mae (Clark), Wilma (Covell), Myrie Ruth (Traylor), and   

Alice (Lee) (Poulsen).  The descendants of Pauline Rohne and Gus Knudson will host the 2018 

Rohne reunion.   

Emma married Pastor Canute Jensen and had six successful children---James, Sherman, Carroll 

(Hap), Maurice, Paul, and Lois Dorothy.   

John Magnus Rohne married but never had children.  He received a Doctorate of Divinity from Har-

vard in 1925.  He was a professor at St Olaf Lutheran College.  He was instrumental in encouraging 

many from this area to pursue higher education at St Olaf college   

Paul Bernhart married Alma and had three children Maurine, Wayne (of our own St Olaf congrega-

tion), and Paul.   

Helen married Justin Jensen.   They had three children. Eugene, Myron, and Junelle (Kubick).  

The youngest child was Chris Rohne, a stalwart of church and community.  Chris was born in 1890 

and was two years old when his father, Evan, passed away.  He attended school at Cranfills Gap, 

Clifton College, and Luther College in Decorah, Iowa.  In 1921, Chris married his childhood sweet-

heart, Maria, daughter of G.O. and Laura Bronstad.  Chris served as Sunday School Superintendent 

for 28 years at St. Olaf, and Marie was active in women’s activities.  Chris began his career at the 

First Security Bank in 1920 and served until his retirement in 1955.  Chris and Marie had three 

daughters who have all been active supporters of the Saint Olaf congregation.  Laverne (Schibler), 

Geraldine (Edison), and Marynell (Wallace).  

There are now six generations and over 350 descendants of Evan and Marianne Rohne.  Each family 

could be a story of their own.  Many of them have contributed so much to the success of Saint Olaf 

Lutheran church and the Cranfills Gap community.   

~ Story provided by Jeanne Bayless 

Oscar  
(Feb 20, 1884 - Feb 21, 
1930) 
 
Paul Barnhart  
(Jan 28, 1895 - 10 Dec 10, 
1981) 
 
Christian Ludwig  
(April 28, 1899 - Oct 9,  
1957) 
 
John Magnus  
(July 18, 1891 - Feb 19, 
1958) 
 



Cora Rohne (Christenson), the Fa-
ther - Evan Paulson Rohne 
(immigrated to America in 1871), 
Baby in Father's Arms - Emma 
Mathilda Rohne (Jenson), Oscar 
Rohne (in the back row),  
Pauline Rohne (Knudson), the 
mother - Marianne Oliana Egeberg 
(immigrated to American in 1878), 
John Magnus Rohne (in his 
mother’s arms on the day of his 
baptism), Minnie Rohne 
(Christensen) (Hansen) (Mickelson) 
- back row, and Olea Olsdatter 
Aadalen Egeberg (Marianne's 
mother).  Three children were born 
after this picture was taken: Paul 
Bernhart, Helen Magdelene, and 
Christian Ludwig.  

Front row: Cora and Minnie;  

Back row: Pauline and Emma 

At Marianne’s funeral in 1947 

Front Row: Pauline, Magnus, and Emma 

Back Row: Chris, Paul, and Helen 

Pauline 



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret Turpin, 
Brady Warrick, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper 
Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh 
Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry 
Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel Smith, Makayla Pierce, 
Rev. C. A. Mangham, Tom Pierce, Nikki Stone, Tracy Fin-
stad, Henrietta Medina, Jamie Dittrich, Donna Boelter, 
Bob Bowers, Don Hoffman, Linda Thiele, Cindy Olson, 
and The Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Chris-
tians 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, 
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex 
Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Apr 30, 2018  $ 27,003.33  $ 27,000.00  $ 3.33 

Actual through Apr 30, 2018 25, 597.17 22,518.15 3,079.02 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

T he Circles will take a break for the 

summer and will begin meeting  

 again in the fall. 

Ruth Circle 

 

For the last Ruth Circle study for the season, 5 

members met at Katherine’s House in May. 

Betty gave a synopsis of the Bible study, and 

then Pastor Ryan joined us just in time for 

goodies provided by Mary.  Of course, we 

teased him for showing up just in time to 

eat.  This group shares so much friendship, 

laughter, and talk about subjects ranging from 

lives lived, childhood experiences, snakes, 

dogs, birds and Pastor’s growing up near Hurst 

Springs! What a way to end our sessions, and 

we all look forward to September.  

Blessings - Abby 

WELCA News 

The Mothers, Daughters, Friends banquet was 
attended by twenty-five ladies on May 4. Pres. 
Betty Tindall led us in prayer before the potluck 
dinner. The tables were beautifully decorated by 
Emily Neal and Jeanne Bayless. Jeanne intro-
duced our speaker, Marsha Brown, who spoke 
of Grandmothers. 

The oldest mother attending was Elsie Phillips, 
who received a gift.  The youngest mother was 
Kassidy Redmon.  Many door prizes were given. 

The offering of $125.00 will be given to the 
Youth Camp Fund. 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

My youngest son is five and looking forward to being six, even though he just turned five a couple of months 

ago.  He is trying to grow up right in front of our eyes and to him a part of being big is understanding how 

things work.  There is a pattern to how he comes to understand the mysterious inner working of things. First, 

he tells me or my wife how he thinks something works.  Sometimes he is in the neighborhood of how the 

thing works and we only have to give him a little redirection, while other times we have to start from 

scratch.  The next step in understanding has to do with him repeating to us what he has come to understand. 

I think this repetition helps him clarify his thinking bit by bit over time.  The past few days he has told us sev-

eral times how seeds grow in the wild. The first time he told me how seeds work his story was pretty close to 

how I understand seeds. He says, “They fall down and make a hole and then some water falls on them and 

then they open up and then they sprout and then a stick comes up out of the ground and then leaves grow on 

them and then they are a tree.”  I tell him that I think that’s about right, but that I’m not an expert on the 

subject. Even though my five-year-old son has a general understanding of seeds, and I have a general under-

standing of seeds, and you probably have such an understanding, they remain a bit mysterious to us. 

 

Our Gospel readings for the month of June touch on the sorts of things that five-year-olds might like to un-

derstand and things that ninety-five-year-olds work to make sense of, too.  Our first two readings show Jesus 

in conflict with the religious leaders in his hometown. The conflict has to do with the keeping of the sabbath 

and Jesus’ claim that the sabbath was made to help humankind and that humankind was not made to stress 

themselves out over the minutia of sabbath rules.  In other words, our religious and moral rules and teach-

ings are meant to enrich and benefit our lives; we are not made to observe these rules and teachings for their 

own sake. Our next Gospel lesson features Jesus telling two parables where he compares the growth of seeds 

to the Kingdom of God. In both of these parables there is effective pairing of somethings common and well 

known with a sense of awe and mystery: God’s kingdom is common like seeds, but its growth happens out of 

our eyesight.  Finally, we hear the story of Jesus and his disciples crossing 

the sea of Galilee. As you know, a storm sneaks up on them and Jesus, 

grouchy because he’s been woken from a nap, tersely tells his disciples not to 

be afraid and for the storm to “be still!” 

 

In these readings we see several themes: how we live our lives of faith in 

community with one another, the mysterious ways that God is active in our 

world, and the degree to which our faith and trust in Jesus should calm our 

fears.  These themes are the sorts of things that inform the questions of five-

year-olds and ninety-five-year-olds, alike. Those questions are often hard to 

answer, but we work through them together...not just us in this moment, but 

with those who have come before us. 

 

~ Pastor Ryan 
Pastor Ryan and his family in the 

Syttende Mai Parade in Clifton 


