
8 : 3 0 A M  A D U L T   

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  

9 : 3 0 A M  W O R S H I P  

Office: 254-597-2738 

Interim Pastor 

Ryan Pederson 

956-367-0334 

Council President 

Phyllis Rieser 

254-652-0676 

Office Secretary 

Angela Roberson 

254-597-2738 

saintolaflutheran@gmail.com 

Return Service 

Requested 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

402 Meridian Street 

Cranfills Gap, TX 76637 

July Newsletter  

www. saintolaflutheran.org 

«TITLE»  «FIRST_NAME»  «LAST_NAME» 

«ADDRESS» 

«CITY», «ST»  «ZIP» 

http://www.saintolaflutheran.org


 

It has been lots of fun receiving and finding 

photos of St. Olaf men as well as those who 

served in the military.  Thank to all of you 

who sent or lent photos for the July newslet-

ter.  Since Memorial Day doesn’t seem like it 

was that long ago and the July 4th holiday is 

here, I have especially loved the photos of 

people in uniform.  I only wish I had more 

time to collect more military photos.  They 

all make me feel so proud. 

Looking through old directories brought 

back so many wonderful memories of the 

men who pictures I have included in this newsletter.  I wish I had room for more photos.  The men 

in the history of St. Olaf are such wonderful examples of how one person can impact or influence the 

lives of many young people and the life of the church.  But more importantly, I have also included 

the photos of the men who are currently helping to carry St. Olaf forward.  Thank you for all that you 

do and there are so many big and little things that help us each day. 

 

Happy July 4th, 

 

Phyllis Rieser 



 



Community Wide VBS 

Expedition Norway 



St. Olaf Family, 

I would like to start by saying how thankful I am to have grown up in St. Olaf and gained you all as fam-
ily and friends.  Attending Texas A&M University has been a lifelong dream of mine. Throughout grade 
school, I studied and involved myself in as much as possible to better myself for higher levels of educa-
tion. My senior year of high school, I applied into the Department of Agricultural Economics at Texas 
A&M to study Agribusiness and was accepted. 

Attending Texas A&M has been everything I had hoped for and more. Throughout my undergraduate 
career while I attended classes I also worked for the College of Engineering as a business office student 
worker. My jobs there included assisting with the college’s payroll and accounting. I also had countless 
leadership, community service, educational, and recreational opportunities in which I participated in 
and gave back to the local community much like St. Olaf has given to me. One of my favorite memories 
from my time at Texas A&M includes a trip to Europe. The summer before I graduated with my bache-
lor’s degree, I had the opportunity to study abroad for three weeks in Scotland. During this time, about 
twenty of my classmates (who I did not know before the trip) and I learned about agricultural processes 
and customs in the United Kingdom. While we did learn much about UK agriculture, we also learned 
quite a bit about the country’s culture and history. This was a fantastic opportunity for me to break out 
of my comfort zone and make some of my new best friends. 

This past December, I graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science in Agribusiness with a minor in Econom-
ics. After completing my first degree, I decided to further my education and obtain a master’s degree. In 
January, I began my Master’s in Financial Management degree with an emphasis in commercial bank-
ing. Through this program, I am currently participating in an internship in Nacogdoches, Texas with a 
bank in which I am working directly with the Loan Officers and Regional Presidents. Upon graduating in 
May of 2019, I plan to pursue a career in either commercial or agriculture lending.   

I cannot express my gratitude enough for all of the individuals who have helped me throughout my life, 
including the donors and members of the congregation who have, and continue to make the St. Olaf 
Scholarship possible. Though I am very appreciative for the generous scholarship I received from St. 
Olaf, I am just as grateful for the love and support you all have given my family and me over the years. 
No matter where God leads me through my life's journey, St. Olaf will always hold a special place in my 
heart and will always be my home. God Bless! 

-Marti Hanson 



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret Turpin, 
Brady Warrick, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper 
Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh 
Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Chris Lujan, Larry 
Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel Smith, Makayla Pierce, 
Rev. C. A. Mangham, Tom Pierce, Nikki Stone, Tracy Fin-
stad, Henrietta Medina, Jamie Dittrich, Donna Boelter, 
Bob Bowers, Don Hoffman, Linda Thiele, Cindy Olson, 
Virginia Allen, Pr. Herb Lammert, and The Lutheran 
Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, 
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex 
Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through May 31, 2018  $ 33,754.17  $ 33,750.00 $ 4.17 

Actual through May 31, 2018 30,293.47 27,584.85 2,708.62 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

T he Circles will take a break for the 

summer and will begin meeting  

 again in the fall. 

WELCA News 

 

There will be a WELCA business meeting 
on Wednesday, August 1. 

In Memory of Donald Tergerson 
 

Twelve oaks trees were planted at the Rock 
Church two months ago. Kenneth Wiese and 
Guy Finstad have been watering every other 
day for the first weeks and now twice a week. 
They are looking well and hopefully can sur-
vive the summer. We are grateful  for this gift 
in memory of Donald Tergerson. 

Niki Warms the Cold is working on a sum-
mer distribution.  We will be distributing socks, 
toiletries, snacks, water, game guard shirts, and 
adding caps, summer hats and sunglasses.   

If you have any extra caps, summer hats, 
or  sunglasses you would like to donate please 
leave them at the back of the church.  They can 
also be dropped off at the Toad or the covered 
porch of the wNc building.  If you have any 
questions email me: sandi@hornytoadbar.com.  

Thank you, Owen and Sandi 

mailto:sandi@hornytoadbar.com




St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

I’ve just returned from a couple of long trips.  First, my family and I traveled to Monterrey, Mexico, 
to visit my wife’s family.  A couple of days after we arrived back home in Waco, my boys and I flew 
to Chicago to see my parents.  My wife stayed behind in Waco because she had a class that she had 
to take for teacher certification, so I had our boys by myself.  We did well together, but it was a lot of 
work for me. I enjoy our kids, but sometimes I get frustrated with all of the things that come with 
being a parent. 

While in Chicago, my frustrations got a dose of perspective.  As we all sat watching the evening news 
after dinner, we saw the unfolding story of immigrant families being separated.  The images and 
sounds that illustrated the story were terrible enough, but when parents witness such things, they 
are invited to imagine themselves and their children in a similar situation.  So, if the images and 
sounds and descriptions were not enough to convince me that what I was learning was a tragedy 
taking place in real time, then my imagining of myself and my family in the same situation was 
surely enough to do the trick.   

One of the central elements of the story is familiar enough: parents undertaking great risks in order 
to secure a better life for their children.  This is a common theme in stories we all know well, 
whether on the small scale of an individual family or on the larger scale of nations. One of our Gos-
pel lessons from July features this familiar theme.  An important leader in the synagogue comes to 
visit Jesus, seeking his help because his daughter is very sick. This man has few options before him, 
and in desperation he looks for Jesus. Fortunately for the man and his daughter, Jesus restores her 
to health after she is believed to have been dead.  The grief stricken father has his daughter returned 
to him. 

As we reflect on the restoration of this young girl to her father, I invite all of us to consider the plight 
of families who feel they must flee their home for what they hope will be a better life.  May we pray 
for and work for the restoration of those families who have be broken apart. 

 

~ Pastor Ryan 


