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This past Monday I found myself sitting perhaps a little too long (given the length of 
my To Do List) on the back porch drinking coffee and just looking at the beauty of our 
“Big Tree” to the South of the house.  Not only is this 200+ year-old tree a source of 
beauty but also has become a source of nourishment for my spirit.  I lead a very busy 
life for a retired person so moments to sit and be with myself and my thoughts are 
scarce.  I now understand why my parents spent so much time on the back porch.  I 
posted a photo of the tree on Facebook with the comment that “I had become my par-
ents.”   Lots of people reacted to my tree photo but my sister commented that tree also 
had many stories that it could tell.  

 

That comment and the “Big Tree” have been in my thoughts all week.  That tree has 
endured so much through the three generations of my family and beyond.  The tree 
was always a source of fun for every child and grandchild in the family.  My mom was 
such a tomboy that I can see her climbing it.  The tree also has provided shade from 
the hot Texas summers for many gatherings and we even camped under it when we 
were preparing for our house renovation.   

 

After returning to the farm, I realize how difficult life must have been without electri-
cal power, mechanical farm equipment, cars, computers/phones with Internet access, 
and stores with everything you might want within driving distance.  The drought years 
of the 1950s brought another type of adversity to the farm.  Yet through it all, our tree 
still stands in its special spot as a symbol of life, joy, strength, endurance, transforma-
tion and even nobility. 

 

It is not surprising 
that early Chris-
tians began to use 
the tree symbol to 
represent Christ. As 
we enter the fall 
season, I hope find 
your tree and re-
newal of spirit.  You 
know where I will 
be in my spare mo-
ments. 

 

Peace, 

 

Phyllis Rieser   



     

 

WELCA hosts the annual Cranfills Gap 

Teacher Luncheon 



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret Turpin, 
Brady Warrick, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper 
Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, Josh 
Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Larry Barger, Charles Osborn, 
Daniel Smith, Makayla Pierce, Rev. C. A. Mangham, Tom 
Pierce, Nikki Stone, Tracy Finstad, Henrietta Medina, Ja-
mie Dittrich, Donna Boelter, Linda Thiele, Virginia Allen, 
Pr. Herb Lammert, Jerry Shiver, Ricky Petty, Melissa Lynn, 
Cindy Olson, Kjersten Cockrell, Tammy Bushee Boles, 
Elaine Enger, Buddy Enger, Rosemary Trujillo, and The 
Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians 

OUR MISSIONARY IN THE UKRAINE: Chris Lujan 
 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina, 
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome, Alex 
Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Jul 31, 2018 $47,255.83 $47,250.00 $5.83 

Actual through Jul 31, 2018 42,457.48 40,381.09 2,076.39 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet September 

12, Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm  

M artha Circle: TBA  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet September 13, 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm   

All School Reunion Bake Sale on 
September 8th 

Ladies, please bring items for the bake sale to 
the school packaged and priced by 10:00 or 
leave in the church basement Friday afternoon 
between 4:00–6:00. 
Also, we need workers on Saturday from 10:00 
to 2:00. Please sign on the schedule in back of 
the church!  (We especially need persons 
who did not attend Gap schools during 
the lunch hour!) 

WELCA News 
 

The WELCA ladies met on August 1, 2018.  
Those present were Charlene Tergerson, Mary 
McGowan, Betty Tindall, Shirley Thompson, 
Teresa Christensen, and Pat Forsythe.  
 
Plans were made for the Teachers’ Luncheon on 
August 22.  Also, we will be having our annual 
fundraiser bake sale at the All School Reunion 
on September 8.  Everyone bring your bake 
goods to the school by 10:00 that morning or 
leave in basement and someone will pick things 
up on Friday.   
 
The next meeting will be October 3, 2018. 
 

Kids’ Kloset 
A reminder with school starting; Kids’ Kloset 
will be at Cranfills Gap school on the same day 
each month as the Food 
Pantry.  If you’d like to do-
nate clean, gently used 
children’s clothing, you can 
drop it off at the Sunday 
School building. Thanks! 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

September 2018 Newsletter Article 

As I write to you, the school year has just begun.  A couple of days ago I taught my first classes of the 

semester, and, even though I knew school was coming and had written my syllabus and planned for 

the semester, I was not mentally prepared for the first day.  It felt like it snuck up on me, and I didn’t 

do a very good job of introducing the course to my students. But that’s okay, because they will have 

forgotten my poor showing by next week. At least I hope so. 

We all have moments like this and we get through them.  In one of our Gospel lessons this month, 

even Jesus has an embarrassing moment.  He and his disciples are visiting the territory north of Is-

rael and he wants to be left alone so he can rest.  However, a woman, who is not Jewish, comes to see 

him seeking help for her daughter. Jesus, uncharacteristically, snaps at her and tells her that it is not 

right to “take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs” (Mark 7.27).  In other words, Jesus tells 

her that she is not worth helping because she is not Jewish. The woman, who must have been quick 

witted, doesn’t miss a beat in saying, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 

crumbs” (Mark 7.28).  Jesus is stunned by her response and tells her to go home and that her daugh-

ter is well again. 

This is an uncomfortable reading because we see Jesus looking like less than his usual kind and gen-

erous self.  However, I think we can take some 

comfort in this scene, because Jesus comes across 

more like us, as someone who we can relate 

to.  Though he initially responds unkindly to the 

woman, he catches himself, due to her response, 

and changes course back toward what we expect 

from him. 

Remember, the next time the first words out of 

your mouth are unkind, you can correct them. 

 

~Pastor Ryan  


