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In August one of our greatest prayer concerns was for
rain. Those prayers were certainly answered in September. At our house, we are just trying to keep up
with the mowing but the rain has been a true blessing
To the right is a photo I took of the church and the
historical marker on Sunday morning two weeks ago.
I want to thank Karen and Darren Hanson for planting the flowers around the marker and adding new
plants to the pots in the front of the church. They
planted and then God took over. All the rain and that
splash of color made the church look so beautiful.
Thanks also to Kenneth Wiese who has tried very
hard to keep the grass mowed in between the rain.
This month I thought I should give you an update on
items discussed at the September church council
meeting. Below are the items we discussed.
Pastor Ryan reported that attendance during August
had been down; however, attendance for the first two
weeks in September has been up. He has also visited
with Buddy and Elaine Enger. Elaine has been rehabbing for a fall. Pastor also reports that a joint
confirmation class with Trinity Lutheran in Clifton has begun. The two pastors share teaching responsibilities. The classes are meeting alternatively at St. Olaf and Trinity Lutheran in Clifton. Gage
Edwards and a Trinity student are participating.
The treasurer reported that a deposit had been paid from the Pastor’s contingency fund to help a
young family with a deposit for city services. This was discussed at the previous council meeting.
Also a $1,000 has been paid for one of our scholarship recipients for the fall term. He also reported
that donations for August were down slightly.
The deacons reported that they would be helping with the 5th Quarter following the homecoming
football game on September 28th. Snack food will be needed.
No trustee report was presented but the troublesome light in the sanctuary was discussed.
Signi Knudson reported for the Board of Education indicating that the children’s Sunday school had
resumed under Mary Hastings committed leadership. She personally had requested funds from
Thrivent for our holiday food baskets.
Kenneth Wiese presented the report for the Cemetery Board. He indicated that mowing would be
needed as well the painting of the entrance gates. Terry Finstad was unable to attend the meeting as
he was removing a crepe myrtle that had cause plot damage. Activities at the Rock Church continue
to be demanding with burials, night photography, weddings, and other events.

Kenneth Wiese and Phyllis Rieser reported on the Community Breakfast. Iris Hodges, who has
provided leadership for this ministry, will be retiring at the end of 2018. Jeanne Bayless suggested
co-chairs for the monthly event so that the demands could be shared. Jeanne also suggested that
we honor Iris for her service to this ministry. All were in agreement. Volunteers for the breakfast
will be welcomed.
Under old business, the council discussed the Ministry Site Profile and voted to approve the document sent to them the previous month. Under new business, Kenneth Wiese expressed his thanks
to Owen Carlson and Gary Finstad for their work on spraying for weeds, which helps him greatly
with the mowing.
Patricia Forsythe initiated a discussion of the garden and it’s lack of attention. After a discussion,
the council voted to disband the garden and return that area to lawn space. The disposition of the
water storage planter tanks will be discussed at the next council meeting.
The meeting was adjourned shortly after 7pm.
As we move into the last quarter of the year, some council positions will become available. I realize
that everyone has served in these positions in years past but we need your continued participation
in the life of St. Olaf. If asked to serve, I pray that your will consider our needs and this service opportunity.
Happy Fall!
Phyllis Rieser

Mary, Martha, & Ruth

M

ary Circle: Will meet October 10,
Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm

M
R

artha Circle: TBA

uth Circle: Will meet October 11,
Katherine’s House at 2:00pm

Mary Circle

PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret
Turpin, Brady Warrick, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle,
Cooper Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey
Patrick, Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Larry
Barger, Charles Osborn, Daniel Smith, Makayla
Pierce, Rev. C. A. Mangham, Tom Pierce, Nikki Stone,
Tracy Finstad, Henrietta Medina, Jamie Dittrich,
Donna Boelter, Linda Thiele, Virginia Allen, Pr. Herb
Lammert, Jerry Shiver, Ricky Petty, Melissa Lynn,
Cindy Olson, Kjersten Cockrell, Elaine Enger, Buddy
Enger, Rosemary Trujillo, Geraldine Jenson, and The
Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians

Mary Bible Study was held on Wednesday, September 12 at Heckmann Hall. Four members
were in attendance - Charlene, Patricia, Elsie,
and Barbara. Elaine was in rehab.

OUR MISSIONARY IN THE UKRAINE: Chris
Lujan
SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina,
Justin Barnes, Kevin Moore, Michael Crackhome,
Alex Saborsky, Kirk Luedeke, Daniel Ramirez.

The study led by Barbara was titled “Turn, Turn,
Turn, a Time for Faithful Repentance.” We ask
for repentance each week in our liturgy. We
should seek repentance daily. Paul’s repentance
was a very dramatic even that changed Saul’s
life. We had a good discussion on this.

Ruth Circle

Our bake sale at the school’s reunion weekend
amounted to $720.00. Thank you all for your
contributions! Offering today was $55.00.
The next meeting will be October 10th - Come
join us!

Happy Anniversary to
Kenney & Cindy Wiese
on October 3rd, and
Vernon & Faylene
Patrick on October
30th.

Financial Report

Betty Tindall opened our new Fall Bible study
today with a brief discussion of the October
WELCA meeting. Ruth Circle will be hostess for
the October 3rd meeting. We will be furnishing
pies and ice cream. Only four members were
able to make the meeting, but Shirley T. led an
interesting and lively discussion on the lesson,
Repentance. One thing about all our meetings is
that we enjoy each other’s company. We not only
discuss the lesson, but everyone has an opinion
and we explore many ideas, and we laugh a lot.
Abby was hostess with homemade bread and pimento cheese, pound cake and fresh Mandarin
orange slices. Abby will bring the October lesson, and Betty T. will be hostess. We will meet
again at Katherine’s House, 2 pm, October 11.

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Aug 21, 2018

$54,006.67

$54,000.00

$6.67

Actual through Aug 21, 2018

47,052.20

46,295.55

756.65

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
In a previous life--before I was married and had children--I watched a lot of movies. Living in Austin, there were theaters that showed movies from all over the world, movies with big budgets and
movies that were acts of love made on the cheap. I miss watching movies, so when I had the chance
to watch a movie with a couple of friends the other night I jumped at it. The movie we watched-Rushmore--is a movie that I have seen many times over the years and that I saw for the first time
when I was a freshman at the University of Texas. It is a movie that I love. It tells the story of a precocious high school student who, because he keeps himself too busy with extracurricular activities, is
about to be expelled from his private prep school. When the principal tells him that he is on his last
chance, the student, Max, says, “the fact is, no matter how hard I try, I still might flunk another
class.” This line has always made me laugh, for reasons I don’t fully understand.
Our Gospel lessons during October are mostly very difficult. We begin with Jesus teaching about
divorce, and what he says sounds surprisingly harsh to us. If divorce doesn’t hit close enough to
home, Jesus then touches on our pocketbooks when he tells a rich young man, who reports having
lived a holy life, that what he is missing is selling all that he has and following him. Jesus’s comment
on the young man walking away is that it’s easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. The next week we hear that if we want to great in
the Kingdom of God, then we must be the slave of all.
When I think about these readings, I’m inclined to echo what Max says to his principle: “the fact is,
no matter how hard I try, I still might flunk another class.” No matter how hard I try, there is a good
chance that I will not be able to live up to these exacting standards. The hope for this situation
comes in our final Gospel lesson for the month. It is the story of the healing of a blind man named
Bartimeus. This man calls out for healing, but all those around him are annoyed by his antics. Jesus
calls the man to himself and tells him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” In the face of the challenges of the life of faith, in the face of the challenges of life, in general, our best bet is to cry out to
Jesus. Our hope is that his reply is, “Go; your faith has made you well.”
~Pastor Ryan
THANK YOU to the following individuals for their help or
donations for the 5th Quarter event following the
Homecoming football game:
Alice Lucas, Signi Knudson, Jamie Edwards, Rita Hanson,
Teresa Christensen, Sandi and Owen Carlson, Donna Nelson Kersey, Patricia Forsythe, Betty Tindall,
Cindy Wiese, and Nena Rieser

