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January Updates 

As we move into January, I would like to express my appreciation to those members who will complete their 

terms on church council.  Signi Knudson has completed her term on the Board of Education, Jeanne Bayless 

as a Deacon, and Gary Finstad as a trustee.  Thank you to these individuals for their service to the St. Olaf 

community. 

At our last council meeting we began the discussion of filling the vacancies on the council, which brought us 

to a discussion of why we continue to have such a large church council.  The size of our congregation has 

changed dramatically over the last decade while we have continued to have 16 positions on church council.  

That is about a third of our average Sunday attendance.  Are 16 positions really necessary to lead our church 

community was the question asked.  A potential change in our leadership structure would require a change in 

our current constitution.  The council agreed that a review of the constitution was a likely next step.   

Virgil Tindall and Maranna Horn have agreed to review our current constitution and model constitutions with 

the help of someone with legal experience and make recommendations back to the church council at some 

point in the spring.   

Given this new direction, I have decided not to fill the three current vacancies on church council.  We can cer-

tainly discuss this at our annual meeting on the last Sunday in January if you have any questions. 

I also need to give you an update on the last meeting of the Bosque County Lutheran Leaders.  On December 

8th, pastors and representatives from Faith, Trinity, and Our Saviors met at St. Olaf with Pr. Kris Totzke to 

continue our dialog about shared ministries.  It was a good meeting and we agree to take some concrete steps 

to work together on several events.  A meeting was planned for January of those working with the youth in all 

churches to determine if some shared activities could be developed.  We also discussed a joint service of all 

the churches in the fall as well as a Sunday when our pastors preach at a congregation other than their own.  I 

will keep you posted as more details become available.  Pr. Totzke’s final comments before she departed is 

that her goal is to see the Bosque County churches grow not survive and she believes that our joint ventures is 

one way to make that happen. 

Lastly, I need to update you regarding a shared monthly community breakfast event at St. Olaf.  With encour-

agement from inside and outside our church community, a shared breakfast event is planned for Saturday, 

January 19th (3rd Saturday).  Those who have been meeting their friends for breakfast for the past 7 years don’t 

want us to give up on this special social opportunity.  Jami Edwards, Kathy & Terry Finstad, Signi Knudson, 

Paula & Doug Perschke, and myself have agreed to work together to provide breakfast for whoever would like 

to come.  Who knows what this younger crowd (myself excluded) will come up with for breakfast?  “Breakfast 

in the Basement” will be a new adventure for all 

involved.  Please come join us in the kitchen or 

join us at a table! 

Mark you calendar for our annual meeting follow-

ing church service on January 27th. 

 

Have blessed New Year! 

 

Phyllis Rieser, Council President 

 

Sunset picture of the Rock Church taken on Christmas Eve 





News from Chris Lujan and Family in the Ukraine (excerpts from his newsletter): 

“Friends, family, and prayer supporters throughout 

the world, it’s been so long since I’ve written you.  

When I last did, it was last winter, and I was on the 

cusp of a very large change in direction in my life.  I 

felt in my spirit that Papa God was nudging me to-

wards a new path, and it was a bit scary at the time, at 

least emotionally, to take that leap.  I took that leap, 

though.  I jumped right off that cliff.  I didn’t know 

where I was going to end up, I just knew it was going 

to be different from where I was.    

I started going to school full time, using my GI bill 

benefits from my time in the Army, and released most 

of my ministry responsibilities to other members of 

the ministry.  My heart was, and is, still towards or-

phans, but I sincerely wanted to serve them in a differ-

ent way.  So, this spring I began school, pursuing a degree in entrepreneurship, while keeping my 

eyes, ears, and heart open for whatever God had next.  The time in-between then and now has had 

some very anxious moments, suspended on the edge of faith and doubt.  I’ve been hoping, praying, 

and believing that I heard God correctly, while at the same time, fighting off daily the temptation to 

think that I’m deceiving myself, and throwing away everything that I’d done for a pipe-dream.  Fear 

is an ugly beast, and it never tires of probing your defenses for weakness.   

These past few months, the cloud of doubt has been 

slowly but surely dissipating, as things that I had hoped 

would happen in some form are actually beginning to 

happen.  The fog that had covered the path before has 

now opened up to the point that I can see things hap-

pening in the next few years.  Though there is obviously 

much left to discover, and I welcome that journey with 

my Lord by my side, the future is no longer a complete 

question mark, and that has brought some much-

needed comfort to my soul.  The Word says, “He who 

waits on the Lord will have his strength renewed”...I 

feel like the man who waited on the Lord.”  

Pray for the spreading of the gospel, and God’s love throughout Ukraine.  This 

year, we have been doing some street evangelism in our community on the 

weekends by giving out cold lemonade in the summer, and hot coffee and tea in 

the winter.  We know that “it is the lovingkindness of God that leads to repen-

tance” and in that spirit, we’ve just been setting out to serve the community, 

and are seeing great results.  We go out to serve practically every Saturday. 



“An interesting development comes from last winter, when Alyona and I met 

this guy.  His name is Dima, and he was a friend of some friends, and he also 

works with teenage orphans here in our city.  Dima invited Alyona and I to 

speak at an event that he put on for a group of older boys and girls.  We had a 

good time, but ended up not having a lot of contact with him throughout the 

rest of the year.  Well, when I got back from New Mexico, I happened to run 

into him.  We got to talking, and now we’re working with a couple other people 

on some small projects out in some villages.   

We received some land for prices so low they could only be described as mi-

raculous, and now what we’re doing is opening up some small dairies to be run 

by orphans and graduates of the narcotics addiction 

rehab center here in our city.  The small dairy is a 

viable economic model in Ukraine to support an en-

tire family, and our vision is to have a few of them 

that will not only serve by giving jobs, but will also 

be a mission to the village as a house church.  These 

dairies will be able to support themselves, and even 

provide more jobs than just to the one family who 

lives there.  Not only that, they will be reproducible, 

capable of being duplicated.   

We already have a few tracts of land in in the clos-

ing process, and are coming closer and closer to see-

ing this dream come true.  In one particular village, 

we have also been donated a building for a church, and as soon as the paperwork is settled, I will be 

going there one Sunday a month to preach. 

There is a lot more to this story than I can write here, but if 

you would like to know more, or possibly give towards the 

project, please let me know.  I’ll soon be finished with writ-

ing a full business plan that will give a complete and com-

prehensive overview of the entire project, and I’d love to 

send it to you to pray over if you’re interested, or if you 

know people who are interested in Kingdom projects like 

this.” 

“Finally, please pray that we would be sensitive to the voice of the Lord.  There is so 

much going on right now, and so much on the horizon.   At present, we have more op-

portunities than we could possibly fulfill, and sometimes it can be very hard to deter-

mine which one is a door God is leading us through, and which one is simply an op-

portunity of coincidence.  We know that God is doing big things, and we are honored 

to be a part of it.   

 

Merry Christmas and God Bless You!   



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret Turpin, 
Brady Warrick, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper 
Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, 
Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Larry Barger, Charles 
Osborn, Daniel Smith, Makayla Pierce, Rev. C. A. 
Mangham, Tom Pierce, Tracy Finstad, Henrietta Me-
dina, Donna Boelter, Linda Thiele, Virginia Allen, 
Jerry Shiver, Ricky Petty, Cindy Olson, Kjersten 
Cockrell, Elaine Enger, Rosemary Trujillo, Geraldine 
Jenson, Barbara Lee, the Family of Kevin Lewis, 
and The Lutheran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted 
Christians 

OUR MISSIONARY IN THE UKRAINE: Chris Lujan 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina and 
Kevin Moore 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Nov 30, 2018 $74,259.17 $74,250.00 $9.17 

Actual through Nov 30, 2018 64,414.76 63,085.79 1,328.97 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet January 9, 

Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm  

M artha Circle: TBA  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet January 10, 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm 

Annual Meeting 

The Saint Olaf Annual Meeting is Sunday, Janu-

ary 27, after church services.  All reports are due 

by Sunday, January 13, so copies can be distrib-

uted on Sunday, January 20.  Please send re-

ports to:  

saintolaflutheran@gmail.com or leave in my 

mailbox or office in the Sunday School Building. 

Thank you!  Angela Roberson, office secretary 

 Mary Circle News 

The Mary Circle met December 12th at 

Heckman Hall. Those present were Charlene 

Tergerson, Elsie Phillips, Maranna Horn, Elaine 

Enger, and Patricia Forsythe.   

We enjoyed refreshments bought by all, singing 

of Christmas Carols, and several readings about 

Christmas and most of all fellowship with one 

another.   

The next meeting will be January 9th.  

~Patricia Forsythe  

WELCA News 

Monday, January 7th, at 9:30, WELCA officers 

and circle representatives will meet to revise our 

yearbook for printing.  

Next WELCA meeting will be February 6. 

Breakfast in the Basement 

Join us Saturday, 

January 19th from 

8:00-9:30am for 

Breakfast in the Base-

ment at Saint Olaf. 

Enjoy a visit with old 

friends and make new 

friends.  Join us in the 

kitchen or at a table! 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

From the Pastor 
 

January 2019 

Merry Christmas! 

I’m writing to you from my in-laws’ dining room table in Monterrey, Mexico.  Many of you wished us 

safe travels, and I’m happy to report that we arrived here without incident.  We’ve spent our time 

here surrounded by family: grandparents, great-aunts and -uncles, aunts and uncles, and cous-

ins.  Our boys always enjoy their time with my wife’s family, especially since they don’t get to see 

them too often.  In the weeks before our trip, my boys often asked, “When are we going to Monter-

rey?”  They have been looking forward to reconnecting with their cousins, who they only see once or 

twice a year. 

We have also spent much of our time eating good food.  My mother-in-law is an excellent cook and 

she has made several of my favorite dishes, which I have enjoyed very much.  Yesterday afternoon, I 

grilled steaks with all of the guys.  We laughed about how the men were gathered around a fire out-

side cooking meat while the women were inside working on other parts of the meal.  We laughed be-

cause it seemed so primal, because people have been doing the same thing for thousands or millions 

of years.  Then we all came together inside to enjoy what we made, laughing, telling stories, poking 

fun at one another, until we all tired out and went our own ways. 

I’m telling you about our trip and time with family, not because I think you are especially interested, 

but because it illustrates a pattern that I think is important, a pattern that we have just ob-

served.  We have recently passed through the season of Advent, when we were attentive to our long-

ing, to those things we lack in our life, and our looking for a resolution.  We are now in the season of 

Christmas, when we welcome the coming of Christ into the world, which represents the meeting of 

deep needs we experience.  Our gatherings and celebrations during this time of year mirror the spiri-

tual patterns of these holy days.  We look forward, recognizing what we lack, and we celebrate re-

ceiving this thing, even if what we receive is a shadow, or an incomplete version, of what we long 

for...wholeness, completion, and peace. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 

Pr. Ryan 


