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To all, 

 

About two weeks ago, Ed and I had an interesting experience with a visitor from the Norwegian Sea-

man’s Church in Houston. The editor of their quarterly magazine contacted Ed because he is Presi-

dent of the Bosque County Norwegian Society (he is Norwegian by marriage don’t ya know).  The 

young man was writing a story about Bosque County and was intrigued by the Norwegian heritage of 

our area.  His story was to provide information for the Norwegian community in Houston, as they 

might be interested in weekend trips to Bosque County.  So following lunch, we commenced on our 

usual tour route. 

 

Answering questions about the Rock Church and our community has become somewhat of a routine 

event for me.  Travelers come into the café on the weekend when the Chamber of Commerce is 

closed.  It seems that Bosque County has become a day trip destination for lots of people from the 

larger cities in Texas.  Sometimes I even meet a cousin that I never knew I had. 

 

But our visit from our young man from Houston didn’t turn out to be quite the routine.  We toured 

the Bosque Museum, the Ringness House with Betty Tindall, and the Cleng Peerson Farm.  But since 

our visitor was a ship chaplain, he was especially interested in our churches.  We visited Our Saviors 

Lutheran Church and cemetery, the Rock Church and cemetery as well as St. Olaf in Cranfills Gap. In 

our walk through the cemeteries, he was so surprised to find all the Norwegian names on the head-

stones.  He indicated that in no other country where he had traveled had he seen anything quite like 

this.  Many names reminded him of home. 

 

Our last stop in the afternoon was St. Olaf.  It was a cold day but the light shined beautifully through 

the stained glass windows and our sanctuary looked so large.  We talked about the life and history of 

St. Olaf but also about the status of the church in Norway.  He indicated that the church is no longer 

the center of activity for young people of his generation.  Interesting how we have that cultural trend 

in common. 

 

We made our way back to his car in Clifton and he was on his way back to Houston.  We returned to 

our daily schedule but the memories of our conversations have lingered.  What was to be just an-

other routine tour was not.  I discovered that this is not such a vast world that we live in when we 

have the same religious struggles as 

churches in Norway. 

 

So my thought for the month is to 

“keep the faith and move forward”. 

 

Phyllis Rieser 

Council President 



 

Mike Mezeul II Photography 



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Margret Turpin, 
Brady Warrick, Kathy Johnston, Ronnie Ogle, Cooper 
Brown, Martha & Helena McCormick, Dacey Patrick, 
Josh Wilhelm, Raymond Bailes, Larry Barger, Charles 
Osborn, Daniel Smith, Makayla Pierce, Rev. C. A. 
Mangham, Tom Pierce, Tracy Finstad, Henrietta Me-
dina, Donna Boelter, Linda Thiele, Virginia Allen, 
Jerry Shiver, Ricky Petty, Elaine Enger, Rosemary 
Trujillo, Geraldine Jenson, Barbara Lee, Sandra Rus-
sell, Jane Holt, Linda Sorenson Olson, and The Lu-
theran Church Sierra Leone, Persecuted Christians 

OUR MISSIONARY IN THE UKRAINE: Chris Lujan 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Matthew Medina and 

Kevin Moore 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Dec 31, 2018 $81,010.00 $81,000.00 $10.00 

Actual through Dec 31, 2018 75,720.49 73,674.46 2,046.03 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet February 13, 

Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm  

M artha Circle: TBA  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet February 14, 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm 

WELCA News 

WELCA meeting Wednesday, February 6 

 

Come one, come all, ladies!  Karen Bentsen will 

be our speaker and also install new officers!  Re-

freshments by Mary circle—always a treat!   

Hope to see you at 2:00 in the basement.   

Mary Circle News 

On January 9th the Mary Circle met at Heck-

mann  Hall.  Those present were Elsie Phillips, 

Charlene Tergerson, Hannalore Prisk, Lucy 

Gary, and Patricia Forsythe.   

Charlene led the Bible Study and then refresh-

ments and fellowship were enjoyed by all. 

The next meeting will be on February 13th. 

~Patricia Forsythe 

Ruth Circle News 

Ruth Circle met with six members present start-

ing off the new year.  After a brief discussion on 

WELCA’s February 6 program, which Ruth Cir-

cle has the program, Betty T led the group in the 

first session of “Meetings with Jesus” – Come 

and See: Seeing and finding faith.  Naomi fur-

nished a light meal of sandwiches and sweets - 

mmm, good.  Abby will lead Session Two, and 

Wanda will be hostess on February 14.  

PRAYER LIST UPDATE 

We are in the process of updating our prayer list. 

Please let us know the names of individuals to be 

included in our Sunday morning prayers by call-

ing the office at (254) 597-2738 and leaving the 

name, including correct spelling, please. 

  Breakfast in the Basement 

  at Saint Olaf 

  February 16 from 8:00-9:30am 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

 

February 2019 Newsletter Article 

 

We are now in the season after Epiphany, the day we celebrate the coming of the three wise 

men to Jesus, and so the time after Epiphany is informed by the sense of seeing something 

new.  Our readings over for this coming month feature moments that highlight the possibil-

ity of seeing things freshly. There is the story of Jesus in his hometown synagogue. At first 

people are happy to see him and are impressed with what he says to say, but, as he keeps 

talking, people begin to turn against him; as they began to update their image of this man 

who they have known for years, they turn back and insist that he is merely the carpenter’s 

son. 

Next, we hear the story of Jesus being pursued by a crowd who hopes to hear good 

news.  His disciples take him out on a boat so that he can better address the crowd. Once he 

has said what he has to say, Jesus has his disciples throw out their nets.  The disciples are 

sceptical, since they had been fishing all night, without any success. They are stunned when 

they pull in nets that are full to nearly tearing. Peter, seeing something in Jesus that he has-

n’t seen before, falls on his knees, overwhelmed.  Jesus tells him not to be afraid. 

Finally, we hear the sermon on the plain, an eye opening collection of teachings from Je-

sus.  He begins by saying that those who are poor, hungry, sad, and excluded will be made 

rich, full, happy, and included.  Conversely, those who are now rich, full, laughing, and well 

regarded will find their situations reversed. Jesus then tells his audience that they are to love 

their enemies, the very people who we are all inclined to not love. 

All of these stories suggest to us that if we are able to see things freshly, then we may find 

unexpected blessing in our lives.  However, these stories all acknowledge the great challenge 

we face in trying to see things new. May God give us fresh sight as we look at the world 

around us. 

 

~ Pastor Ryan 


