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To all, 

Ed and I just returned from a trip to California wine country for his niece’s wedding.  It was wonder-

ful to get away to a place that I had never seen before.  I was so struck by the rolling hills with vine-

yard after vineyard.  The fires had been very close to Sonoma but the hills looked green with only a 

few signs of the devastation they had escaped. 

Once we were in the vineyards, I was also struck by how stumpy and dead all the vines looked.  It 

had been cool and rainy and much too soon for lush vineyards.  As we inquired about the gnarled 

dead looking vines, we found that they were 30 or 40 years old.  Ed and I are too early into the vine-

yard business to have anything other than little sticks.  I’m quite sure we won’t see our vines in the 

gnarled state.   

When we returned home, Ed went immediately in the vineyard to begin pruning his sticks.  He had 

done about a third of the pruning before we left for California but there was still lots to get done.  

You are supposed to complete the pruning before the buds start to appear on the vines.   

But, it was a though spring came precisely this past Sunday.  Before Ed could finish his work on 

Monday, little buds and leaves had started to appear like magic.  The switch had been flipped and 

the miracle of rebirth had begun all around us.  By 7pm, he was done so now we can sit back and en-

joy the rest of the show. 

Each year as spring arrives, I am so overwhelmed with the rebirth of the land.  I feel so lucky to live 

in farm/ranch country where you see much more than your own front yard being reborn.  Therefore, 

it not surprising why early Christians chose the festi-

vals of spring to celebrate Christ rising from the dead.  

It was a miracle to them as it is for us today. 

May you all rejoice in the miracle of Easter. 

Phyllis Rieser, Council President  

Easter Services at Saint Olaf 

April 18 Maundy Thursday service at 6pm at Brick Church in town  

April 19 Good Friday service at 6pm at Rock Church 

April 20 Easter Sunrise service at 7am at Rock Church  

April 20 Youth breakfast following sunrise service at Brick Church  

April 20 Easter Sunday service at 9:30am at Brick Church 



March Council Meeting Minutes 

There were 10 members present as the meeting which followed the soup supper and service for Lent. 

 

Pr. Ryan reported a full month with join confirmation classes, meeting with the leaders of the Bosque County 
churches and classes for those interested in the Lutheran faith. 

 

Gerald Nelson reported that February was another break-even month.  The fees for Kameron Wiese to attend 
a two-week summer camp have been paid.  He is expecting some good donations in March. 

 

Patricia Forsythe reported that the Deacons had a quiet month.  She did report that Elaine Enger was able to 
return to her independent living space.  Easter cards will be purchased for shut-ins and left at the back of the 
church for everyone to sign. 

 

Virgil Tindall sent a written Trustee report as he and Betty were attending the Sunset Ministries dinner.  The 
report indicates that the basement kitchen door has been rekeyed.  Rekeying of all church doors will occur in 
near future. 

 

Kathy Finstad reported for the Education Committee.  The Fat Tuesday dinner for the youth was a success.  
Their next activity will be the Easter breakfast, which will occur after the sunrise service. 

 

Terry Finstad reported for the Cemetery Board.  Their major project this month was to have roads and path-
ways redone. 

 

Kathy Finstad reported for the Breakfast in the Basement team.  Although a small group attended, they en-
joyed homemade cinnamon rolls, eggs, sausage, biscuits and gray.  There will be no Basement Breakfast in 
April due to the youth ‘s Easter breakfast. 

 

Marianna Horn reported on the Constitution Review Committee.  Committee meetings are planned in near 
future.  Phyllis Rieser gave Maranna a copy of the constitution on file with the Synod. 

 

Under old business, Phyllis Rieser reported that she had spoken with Brian Barrett and vacation bible school 
will be held July 22-26.  Dates for Day Camp will be discussed at the next council meeting. 

 

Jean Bayless reported on the church directory and shared a sample of her plan for a binder style directory. 

 

The potluck lunch and security training will be held on March 31 with Dana Wichland presenting. 

 

Phyllis Rieser reported that we still need volunteers to represent St. Olaf at the 2019 Synod Assembly meet-
ing, April 26-27 in North Richland Hills. 

 

The council discussed bringing back “Coffee after Church”.  Maranna Horn will discuss with WELCA mem-
bers and report back to the council. 

 

Geneva Finstad reported that Faith Lutheran would like to donate some items to the Rock Church such as 
green hymnals, a baptismal candleholder, bible stand, and flags.  Everyone agreed this would be a good way to 
commemorate their contributions to the Lutheran faith in Bosque County. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:33pm. 



Larry and Donna Kersey, who recently joined the St. Olaf congregation, have a wonderful life 

story.  Thank you for sharing it with us.  

 

Donna was born in Meridian, and grew up on a farm in the Mustang Community off County Road 

4100.  Fairview Farm, established 1877, has been in the Nelson family since 1877 and was awarded a 

Texas Family Heritage Farm award in 1977 by the Texas Department of Agriculture to Donna’s par-

ents, Carrol and Elizabeth Nelson. The farm has been in continuous agricultural production by the 

Nelson family for over 100 years.  Since Larry’s early retirement from Lockheed Martin Defense 

Aerospace in 2016, he is continuing the tradition with Donna’s brother, and raising a few cattle and 

improving the pastures and lands for the future. 

Donna graduated Cranfills Gap High School in 1977 and attended Texas State Technical Institute in 

Waco, now TSTC.  Donna met Larry at TSTI in 1979.  

Larry was born in Garland, Texas and graduated from South Garland High School in 1976. Larry at-

tended Baylor University from 1976-1978. He received an A.A.S. Architectural Design and Drafting 

from TSTI in 1980. Larry also was awarded a B.A. Business Administration, Cum Laude from Dallas 

Baptist University in 1998. 

Larry and Donna were married, November 15,1980 at St. Olaf’s Rock Church and moved to Borger, 

Texas where Larry and Donna were both employed at Phillips Petroleum Company.  While living in 

nearby Fritch, Texas their first child Jacob was born in Amarillo.  Larry was a Piping/Structural De-

signer at the Borger Refinery and Donna was employed as a Well Mapper/Cartographer for Explora-

tion and Production. 

In 1986 Larry and Donna moved to Fort Worth where Larry was employed as an Aerospace Design 

Draftsman, and Engineering Checker for General Dynamics which later became Lockheed Martin 

Defense Aerospace. While in the Fort Worth area, three more children were born. Travis, Kelsey, and 

Cody.  The couple lived in Fort Worth, Saginaw, and Azle before moving to the Republic of South Ko-

rea in the spring of 2000. The whole family enjoyed a wonderful foreign abroad experience while 

Larry fulfilled a job assignment to provide Technical Assistance to Korean Aerospace Inc. in a joint 

venture with Lockheed to build South Korea’s first indigenous jet fighter. Donna continued to hone 

her domestic skills raising 4 children. 

Returning from Korea in late 2001, the couple settled in Willow Park just west of Fort Worth in the 

Aledo School District where all the children subsequently graduated from AHS. Larry especially en-

joyed the dynastic football program of Aledo while the three younger children were involved in the 

AHS Marching Band and other extracurricular activities. Donna was a Band Mom, and Larry cooked 

many a hamburger for the Ag Backers and FFA during the football season. Donna began to fine tune 

her sewing and quilting skills during the latter years in Willow Park as the kids began leaving the 

house. 

Jacob and Travis went to the U.S. Navy for a time, and Kelsey completed her Master’s degree in Ac-

counting at University of Oklahoma. Cody lives and works in Fort Worth for Lowe’s. Kelsey is a 

C.P.A. at Ernst and Young in Fort Worth, Travis is employed at L3-Waco, and Jacob manages a 

Goodyear store in West Des Moines, Iowa. 

The Kersey’s have three grandchildren: Landon (11), Riley (16 months) from Jacob, and Jackson (14 



months) from Travis. Anxiously awaiting more “Spoilers.” 

Larry retired early from Lockheed Martin in January 2016. They bought a home in Cranfills Gap at 

402 Bronstad St. and moved to The Gap in early 2017. Donna continues to hone her sewing skills 

and re-acquaint herself with the Gap of her youth. Larry loves the small town life and being some-

what of a gentleman farmer/rancher.  

In Sunday School, we 

are studying the seven 

types of miracles that 

Jesus performed.  On 

March 24th, we studied 

about Lazarus and oth-

ers that Jesus raised 

from the dead.   

Memo Pederson and 

Cade Edwards are 

Lazarus. 

 

Palm Sunday Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Baptist, Methodist, and St. Olaf churches 
will again hold a joint Palm Sunday service at the 
Cranfills Gap school, April 14th.  

 

Service is at 10:30, with singing beginning at 
10:00. Come join us!  

 

Everyone is invited to stay for lunch provided by 
Baptist congregation.   

Note from Virgil to the Congregation:   

We are in the process of changing the church 
locks that will result in having two keys for the 
facility.   

One key will open all doors in the church build-
ing and that key will be the same as the current 
key that opens the basement table area.  

The other key will open the Sunday school build-
ing door next to the pastor’s office and it will be 
the same as the current key for that door.  



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Rev. C.A. 
Mangham, Tracy Finstad, Henrietta Medina, Donna 
Boelter, Elaine Enger, Geraldine Jenson, Barbara 
Lee, Kelsey Shaban, Chris & Alyona  Lujan, and Rick 
Payne. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Feb 28, 2019 $12,620.84 $12,566.67 $54.17 

Actual through Feb 28, 2019 9,692.46 11,687.13 ($1,994.62) 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will meet April 10,  

Heckmann Hall at 2:00pm  

M artha Circle: TBA  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet April 11, 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm 

Mary Circle News 

Mary Bible Study group met at Hickman Hall on 
March 13 at 2:00.  Attending were Charlene, 
Maranna, Elaine, Hannalore, Elsie, and Bar-
bara. 

The study was from the Gospel of John, meet-
ings with Jesus.  First encounter was the woman 
accused of adultery. The bystanders were anx-
ious to learn what Jesus would do to her, were 
surprised he told them whoever was without sin, 
cast the first stone. They dropped their stones 
and left, leaving the woman with Jesus. He told 
her to go and sin no more. The next meeting was 
with a blind man who was blind from birth.  He 
did what Jesus instructed him to do, and his 
sight was restored.  Jesus was notified that Laza-
rus was very ill, and Mary and Martha begged 
for Jesus to come to them. It was four days later 
that Jesus arrived. Mary and Martha were cry-
ing and said if Jesus were there Lazarus would 
not have died.  Jesus went to the grave and told 
Lazarus to come out, and he did. They were very 
relieved to experience this miracle. 

Offering was $65.00. We discussed the Spring 
Gathering held at Crawford on April 6. 

We are to serve at Lenten service on March 
20.  5th Sunday will be held at St. Olaf on March 
31, and we need sandwiches, desserts, chips, and 
dips.. 

Refreshments were served, and we enjoyed the 
fellowship. 

Next meeting is April 10 with Maranna leading 
the study. 

Ruth Circle News 

Betty opened the meeting for 7 of us.  We are 

still missing Donna and Anna, and wishing them 

well!  We discussed the Spring Gathering, and 

she received orders for blankets.  Our group will 

be responsible for the 5th Sunday refreshments.   

During Lent, we are to provide refreshments for 

the April 3 gathering.  

Mary headed an inspiring lesson and Shirley 

provided a full array of goodies for late lunch.  

When we meet again on April 11, Betty will pro-

vide the lesson and Mary will bring refresh-

ments.  





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

 
 

As I write to you, I have just finished working on the brief sermon for our mid-week evening prayer 

service.  One of the readings , Psalm 39, has at its heart a sense of exhaustion. The speaker promises 

to keep quiet because he seems to cause trouble for himself whenever he speaks.  Whatever he says 

causes the “wicked” and the “fool” to taunt him. In his anger he calls out to God. The rest of the 

psalm is a lament, where the speaker acknowledges the shortness of life and the persistence of trou-

bles.  All of this leaves the speaker exhausted. Even though he is sad and exhausted from his troubles 

and shame, he says to the Lord, “My hope is in you.” 

 

We are now coming to the end of the season of Lent, a season of reflection and repentance, of look-

ing at ourselves with clear eyes and turning from what keeps us from God.  My experience of Lent 

this years has been, like the speaker in this psalm, if not exhausting, at least tiring. The weight of life 

and responsibilities can slow our steps and bend our backs.  Though this is inevitable, the tiring na-

ture of things is something I would like to turn away from, to repent from. But that’s not how it 

works. I’m sure that you all have felt this weight, if not now during Lent, then during some other 

time.  My prayer for myself, and for all of us, is that, also like the speaker in the psalm, we can say to 

God, “my hope is in you.” 

 

We still have a couple of weeks left in Lent, a 

couple of weeks to follow Jesus as he journeys 

to Jerusalem and his awful fate there.  Like Je-

sus, we all have troubles ahead of us, one way 

or another. And we will all face our own death. 

Nevertheless, God is with us. As we reflect on 

our lives before God, may we remember that 

our hope is in God, that God is worthy of our 

hope.   

 

~ Pastor Ryan 

 


