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Reflections for June 

 

The month of June doesn’t have any religious holidays and the only other holiday that most people 

generally celebrate is Father’s Day.  The Ten Commandments asks us to honor our father and our 

mother so perhaps in some ways perhaps Father’s Day does have religious implications for us. 

 

As I grow older, I see how fortunate I was to grow up in a small town where most of my friends and I 

had a father and a mother in our home.  Fatherhood was different back then. As I have reflected on 

my dad, I realize that so much went unsaid but he was always there insuring that I had whatever I 

needed.  I didn’t get everything I wanted that’s for sure as dad was a very frugal man.  I have lots of 

funny and some not so funny memories of my dad so I made a list of a few.  What are the 10 things 

that I remember about dad: 

 

 He was most often covered in sweat and dirt from really hard work. 

 He smelled of tractor and machinery oil. 

 He saved everything, thinking that it might have some use one day. 

 He loved sardines and “rat” cheese as he called it. 

 He didn’t like to get dressed up and was quite happy when clip-on ties came into fashion (I 

still have one of his clip-on ties). 

 He was always first to get dressed on Sunday morning & sat in the car honking the horn when 

he became impatient. 

 He didn’t know how to give a compliment.  He would often tell my mom that her wonderful 

Sunday dinner “wasn’t half bad”.  He did love her cooking as you could tell by his shape. 

 He loved reading the newspaper and was great at math.  I need a calculator for everything.  I 

don’t know how he did it. 

 When TV came into being, he loved watching Bonanza and Gunsmoke.  This was one of the 

few simple pleasures in his life. 

 But most of all, he insured that we were taken care of.  I never knew about any of the stress in 

his life.  He carried it all. 

 

As Father’s Day approaches each year, I regret that we never reached a point when we could talk 

about those things that were important to him.  I wonder what his dreams were. He taught me so 

much but perhaps most importantly he showed me how much strength we really do have to live in a 

complicated world. 

 

So as Father’s Day nears, let us honor the dads in our life and give us the strength to do the jobs we 

need to do just as our dads did. 

 

God bless, 

Phyllis Rieser, Council President 

P.S.  I asked Ed to read my article and tell me what he thought.  He said “It wasn’t half bad”. 



Notes from May Church Council Meeting 

 

 The Church Council last met on May 15th.  Several members were missing but the agenda was addressed. 

 Prayers were said for the Brooks baby (friend of Jami), Iris Reierson, and Wilma Meissner. 

 Pr. Ryan reported that April’s average attendance was 70 as opposed to the average in March of 46.  Pr. 

Ryan presided over a wedding and met with Pr. Wright to plan the last confirmation class. 

 Gerald Nelson reported that insurance payment to Church Mutual was made this month.  He also re-

ported that water bill for the previous month was unusually high.  The possibility of a water leak was dis-

cussed.  Gerald also indicated that the budget for the month was in the black for a total of $1632.39. 

 The Deacons reported that Elaine Enger was doing well and the Wilma Meissner had been mover to the 

Clifton Care Center. 

 No Trustee report was given. 

 Jami Edwards reported on behalf of the Education Committee.  The Easter breakfast had good atten-

dance.  Day Camp was discussed.  It was determined that we may not have staffing for a camp this year.  

Pr. Ryan will check with Briarwood to determine is camp leaders are available the week of July 8th-12th.  If 

camp leaders are not available, we will not be able to offer a camping experience this year. 

 The Cemetery Board reported that there were two weddings with rehearsals during March.  There were no 

burials during March; however, the Ray & Laverne Schibler family had a celebration of life ceremony in 

honor of moving Ray’s remains to the Rock Church to join Laverne.  Lunch was also served at the Gather-

ing Place. 

 Breakfast in Basement reported good attendance for the 3rd Saturday in March. 

 No updates reported from the Constitution Review Committee. 

 The council discussed having coffee after church service.  This would begin on the 2nd Sunday in Septem-

ber.  It will be determined if we want to continue the coffee at some point later in September. 

 Pr. Ryan reported that baccalaureate would be held on May 19th at the Baptist Church.  He also reminded 

everyone that the installation of Pr. Wright would be held on May 26th and it would be nice if representa-

tives of St. Olaf could attend. 

 Patricia indicated that St. Olaf was responsible for the refreshments following the high school graduation 

on June 1st, which begins at 6pm.  The meeting adjourned and council members explored the church 

grounds looking for a possible water leak.  A leak was found behind the water fountain in the front of the 

church.  Virgil contacted a plumber and repairs completed by Friday. 

As a part of the 150th Anniversary 

Sesquicentennial Celebration, Our 

Savior's has prepared a document 

transcribing all their records dat-

ing back to 1869.  The document is 

almost 600 pages and will be 3-

hole punch to be placed in a 

binder.  I have purchased a copy 

of this document for St. Olaf.  I will 

place it in a binder which will be 

kept in our secretary’s office.  If 

you want to check out any family 

records, please contact Angela.  

~ Phyllis 



Mothers, Daughters, Friends Dinner 

Despite a torrential downpour of rain and 

hail, 25 bold ladies attended a dinner and 

program honoring their mothers, grand-

mothers, daughters and friends.  The pro-

gram was entitled “Pearls of Wisdom.”   

Upon arriving , each person was given a 

pearlescent circle and pen on which to re-

cord something they had learned from 

their mother or grandmother.   

The tables were beautifully decorated with 

hats, gloves, and pearls by Patricia 

Forsythe, Phyllis Rieser, and Jeanne 

Bayless.   

Many ladies wore hats, gloves, and pearls!  

It was a lovely evening with mountains of salads and desserts from which to choose.   

President Maranna Horn led the program with words of wisdom that we learn from our mothers; 

then she asked for volunteers to share stories from their lives.  Beautiful pots of orchids were given to 

the eldest mother (Elsie Phillips), the youngest present (Lori Ragsdale), the one who had traveled the 

farthest (Karina Rieser), and past president Betty Tindall. Donations were designated to the Youth 

Fund to be used for summer camp and/or VBS. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  The rain 

having subsided to a few drops, all gingerly made their way to their cars with happy memories. 



Bosque County Lutheran Leaders 

 

On May 4th, a meeting of the Bosque County Lutheran Leaders was held at Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church in Norse.  Pr. Ryan, Maranna Horn, and Phyllis Rieser attended as the St. Olaf representa-

tives.  Pr. Totzke, from the synod office, led the meeting. 

Pr. R. Don Wright, the new pastor for Trinity Lutheran, was introduced.  Pr. Wright is coming from 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  His wife, Donna, is an intentional interim pastor and will be joining 

him when she completes her current assignment. 

We discussed events that were going on in our congregations.  Trinity reported that they will host 

Day Camp from July 14th -19th and that the installation of Pr. Wright will be held on May 26th.  Our 

Savior’s discussed their upcoming 150th anniversary celebration. 

Over the past few meetings, we have discussed a joint Reformation Sunday service to be held on Oc-

tober 27th.  St. Olaf was asked to host the first joint service with the other congregations to hosting in 

the following two years.  After the Reformation Sunday service, we hope to have a shared potluck 

lunch in the basement.  The start time for the joint service would be 10:30am rather than our stan-

dard start time. We discussed trying to have special music at this event.  More information will fol-

low as we move into the fall. 

Also as an effort to help us get to know each other better, the leaders planned a pastor exchange on 

June 30th.  Pr. Wright (Trinity) will preach at St. Olaf, Pr. Totzke will preach at Our Savior’s (since 

Pr. Ryan is on vacation), and Pr. Metting (Our Saviors) will preach at Trinity.  This will be a great 

opportunity for the members of St. Olaf to get to know Pr. Wright. 

The next meeting of the BC Lutheran Leaders will be on Saturday, September 14th at 9:30am.  If you 

would like to join us, please feel free to attend. 

 

Phyllis Rieser 

Above is the installation of R. Don Wright as Pastor for Trinity 

Lutheran in Clifton.  The sermon was delivered by Don’s wife, 

Pr. Donna Wright , shown next to Pr. Ryan Pederson. 



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Rev. C.A. 
Mangham, Henrietta Medina, Donna Boelter, 
Geraldine Jenson, Barbara Lee, Chris & 
Alyona  Lujan, Rick Payne, Lark Rayburn, Jonniece 
Montgomery, Hugh Dunn, Wilma Meissner, Iris 
Reierson, and Linda Kurtz.  

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through April 30, 2019 $25, 241.67 $25, 133.33 $108.34 

Actual through April 30, 2019 25, 815.34 24, 182.95 1,632.39 

Mary, Martha, & Ruth 

M ary Circle: Will not meet until fall 

M artha Circle: TBA  

 

R uth Circle: Will not meet until fall 

 

Mary Circle News 

 

Due to the inclement weather we postponed our 

meeting until Monday the 13th. Those present 

were Charlene Tergerson,Elsie Phillips, Ma-

ranna Horn, Elaine Enger and Patricia 

Forsythe.  The Bible study was lead by Char-

lene.   We then enjoyed snacks and fellow-

ship.  Our next meeting will be in September. 

Ruth Circle News 

On May 9th, five members of the Ruth Circle met 

at Katherine’s House for the last meeting until 

autumn.  Donna Kersey, Wanda Knudson, 

Naomi Nabors, Shirley Thompson, and Betty 

Tindall enjoyed visiting, sharing the lesson, 

“From Generation to Generation:  Two-way 

Blessings,” led by Shirley.   

Betty served  sandwiches, chips, dip, and choco-

late covered strawberries as we sat around the 

dining room table for the last time this season.  

It was a pleasant afternoon, and we look forward 

to a more relaxed summer and coming together 

again in the fall. 

Breakfast in the  

Basement  

at Saint Olaf  

 

Saturday, June 15 

from 8:00-9:30am 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

June 2019 Newsletter Article 

 

On May 19, I had the honor of participating in the Cranfills Gap High School Baccalaureate.  We 

hosted this event last year, and this year it was the turn of First Baptist Church to host.  Pr. Brian 

Barrett asked me to choose a scripture reading and to offer some words of encouragement to the 

graduates.  This assignment gave me an opportunity to reflect on a moment in my life that I rarely 

think about, the transitional moment of graduating from high school, moving away from my family’s 

home to Austin, and beginning my college studies.  As I thought about this time I remembered that I 

didn’t really know what I was doing. I didn’t know what I wanted to do when I grew up, so I didn’t 

know what I wanted to study. Also, I didn’t know who I wanted to be.  What I mean is that, even 

though my family and my community invested their time and energy in shaping who I was, I still 

had to confirm this person.  I had to decide what I was going to value and what shape my life would 

take and what direction to which it would move. This sense of indeterminacy, coupled with all of the 

openness and possibilities of a school like the University of Texas in a city like Austin, left my head 

spinning: there were too many directions I could go, too many interests I could pursue, too many 

options, too many possibilities.   

 

The disorienting feeling I remember from that time brings to mind the ending of St. Paul’s letter to 

the church in the Greek city of Philippi.  The aging apostle was nearing the end of his life and he was 

in prison, perhaps a little mellowed by his experience, as this letter is not as fiery as most of his ear-

lier letters.  After urging his friends in Philippi toward humility, obedience to Christ, service and 

unity amongst themselves, the putting away of anxiety, and gratitude, he ends with on a note of en-

couragement.  He says to be gentle and to pray so that “ the peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will guard [their] hearts and minds.” Finally, he says, “whatever is true, whatever is honor-

able, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 

any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  This sort of en-

couragement is just the thing that I needed in that moment in my life, though I probably wouldn’t 

have recognized it at that time. The truth is, we all could use this king of encouragement, no matter 

the stage of life we are in, because everyday we have to choose the sort of people we will be. So, may 

we all be kind and gentle, may we pray for the peace that passes all understanding, and may we 

think about those things that are true, honorable, just, and pure.  And may we remember to pray for, 

and encourage, those who are beginning new, and often disorienting, stages in their lives. 

 

~Pastor Ryan Note: Pastor Ryan is on vacation from June 19 to July 12    


