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Thoughts for July 

 

As we move into July, flags will begin to pop up everywhere.  As I reflect on my youth, I don’t re-

member the flurry of activities surrounding July 4th.  Perhaps this is because we lived away from the 

surrounding towns and summer farm activities drove much of our what our family did. 

 

I never really thought of my parents as especially patriotic but there was much more separation be-

tween parents and children and any discussions of government and politics.  There were probably 

discussions with friends that I tuned out.  On any given Saturday night, we might drive over to Leo-

nard and Tomena Wallace’s house for an evening of scintillating conversation.  I would go outside 

and wander about but now I so wish that I had really listened to their discussions.  Did they talk 

about politics and issues in our county? 

 

I do know that my parents always voted even up into their later years.  They felt very strongly about 

the election process so another one of those events that I tagged along for was the displaying of elec-

tion results at the courthouse in Meridian.  I so wish that I had time to find a photo of this event.  

This was a huge gathering with cars parked everywhere and a giant chalkboard on a trailer where re-

sults were displayed as each precinct came in. It seemed to last forever.  I felt that I was the only 

child there but I’m sure there were other kids just like me who tolerated the event because that’s 

what we did.  Once again there must have been interesting conversations about the various races es-

pecially related to the county.  Why did I tune those conversations out?  Now I wonder when they 

stopped doing this very social event. 

 

Going to the election results watch event was just something we always did.  I don’t remember going 

to July 4th parades or special events.  I suppose we celebrated our freedom throughout the year just 

as we celebrated out right to worship each week. 

 

May you have a wonderful July 4th 

giving thanks for the many freedoms 

we have. 

 

Phyllis Rieser 

Council President 

 

 

 

 



 
Trinity Lutheran Day Camp 

 
 
Briarwood Day Camp at Trinity 
Lutheran is coming up the week of 
July 15-19 from 9:00 am till 3:30 
pm.  
 
It is for anyone that has completed 
kindergarten through 5th grade.  
 
They will furnish morning and af-
ternoon snacks along with drinks.  
 
They ask the children to bring a 
sack lunch each day for lunch.  
 
For more information, or to get the 
registration forms, contact Darlene 
Outlaw at 254-675-8815. 

 
Cranfills Gap  

Community VBS 
 
 

July 22-26  
 

First Baptist Church 
 

Contact Brian Bar-
rett for more details. 

 
(254) 597-2780 



PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Rev. C.A. 
Mangham, Henrietta Medina, Donna Boelter, 
Geraldine Jenson, Barbara Lee, Chris & 
Alyona  Lujan, Rick Payne, Lark Rayburn, Jonniece 
Montgomery, Hugh Dunn, Wilma Meissner, Iris 
Reierson, Linda Kurtz, and Sherman Haggerton.  

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through May 31, 2019 $31,552.08 $31,416.67 $135.41 

Actual through May 31, 2019 30,752.08 29,300.37 1,451.71 

M ary Circle: Will not meet until fall 

M artha Circle: TBA  

 

R uth Circle: Will not meet until fall 

 

Breakfast in the  

Basement  

at Saint Olaf  

 

Saturday, July 20 

from 8:00-9:30am 

Semi Annual Meeting Dates 

The Saint Olaf Semi Annual Meeting will be July 

28th after church.  Reports are due July 14th 

and will be distributed on July 21st. 

Please send reports to Angela at the church 

email: saintolaflutheran@gmail.com or drop off 

at the office. 

Excerpt from NT-NL News   

Relevancy: Understanding why a life of faith matters 

By Jason O'Neill, June 24, 2019 

 

It’s possible the central challenge for organized relig-
ion in North America today is relevance. If people 
don’t know what problem the church and a life of 
faith solve in their lives, then neither will be relevant. 
A church that is perceived as irrelevant will be lim-
ited in influence when it comes to growing stewards 
and disciples. 

Why are we doing all this church stuff and paying 
attention to Jesus in the first place? How do we more 
clearly articulate why a life of faith matters and what 
benefits might come from participating in a congre-
gation? Jesus was pretty clear when he said that a 
person could live life in a way that is merely going 
through the motions or could live life abundantly 
and know the life that truly is life. Jesus invites eve-
ryone to participate in a salvation that is about more 
meaningful, holistic, connected, love-filled, wisdom-
driven lives that in turn make the world a better 
place. 

https://www.ntnl.org/author/jason-oneill/




St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

 

From Spain 

 

I'm writing to you from a neighborhood library in Madrid, Spain.  My family and I are enjoy-

ing our time here. Mostly we are visiting with my wife's brother and his family, who live 

here.  My boys are having a lot of fun playing and swimming with their cousins who they are 

meeting for the first time.  We are doing some sightseeing and a lot of walking around my 

brother-in-law's neighborhood. I enjoy this walking around and taking things in.  There is so 

much walking because the city is so compact and crowded that it can be difficult to get 

around in a car. My brother-in-law and his family have one car, but we have rarely used 

it.  In central Texas you need a car to get by because of the distances we have to travel and 

because our towns and cities are not built to be pedestrian friendly. 

 

Another big difference between central Texas and Spain is the schedule. We've been eating 

our main meal anywhere between 2pm and 4pm and our dinner sometime between 9pm and 

11pm.  People here don't seem to take siestas anymore, but this schedule presupposes this 

practice. 

 

Why am I telling you about these cultural practices that differ from our own?   

 

We have now entered the season of ordinary time, the long stretch of the church year when 

we don't have any special holy days.  This is the time we mostly live in, the time when we do 

what we do without much thought.  It's a time of work and rest and low key practices, when 

we rely on these cultural practices to give shape to our time.  For us in the northern hemi-

sphere, ordinary time is summer and fall, when we harvest and put away for the rest of the 

year. 

 

May this season of ordinary time be a rich one for you. May you enjoy the quietness and con-

sistency of it as you work and rest.  May it be a productive time of harvest and putting up for 

the rest of the year, both literally and metaphorically. 

 

~ Pr. Ryan Reminder: Pastor Ryan is on vacation from June 19 to July 12    


