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Thoughts for August
A couple of weeks ago, our Sunday morning readings were on the Martha & Mary story. Being a
total “Martha”, it was good to see this story from a new perspective. Thank you Pr. Ryan for giving me permission to periodically be more like “Mary”.

Despite Tuesday being my day off, I woke up fairly early because I needed to write these comments for the newsletter. I always write better in the early morning when I am fresh. But this
morning, the porch and a certain tree were calling me to relax and reflect on the week just past
and the week to come. Ok, so maybe there is a little Martha planning her week, but I really tried
to be more thoughtful. It was wonderful that Ed and I had time to sit and enjoy our coffee while
doggies gave us love. There are many things in our crazy world that cause stress for everyone
from large scale to every day life. So what do I do to make some changes in my “Martha” life
style?

So you already know that relaxing is something that I am not really good at. However, as we go
into the last month of summer, my first goal is to be less structured and take time to enjoy the
moments that I do have control over. I want to spend more time reading and just looking at that
beautiful tree in our back yard. The farm is such a special place for me. Also, I want to take more
time with the people who are important in my life. Digging in the dirt is also important….there
is something spiritual about tending plants.

Lastly, I want to reflect more on my last few months as president of the St. Olaf church council
and what lies in store for our congregation in the coming
years. I hope that you will join me in reflection and prayer
as the year draws to a close. My prayer is that many will step
up to help lead us forward.

I hope that you enjoy the last days of summer and find some
“Mary” time!

Peace to all,

Phyllis Rieser
Council President

A Note from Kameron Wiese
“I started going to Briarwood camp since the summer of my 6th grade year. Every year I have
had an amazing religious experience that has brought me closer to God, and I have made new
friends that I still keep in touch with today.
Briarwood has inspired me to give back to that community by becoming a counselor there next
summer as well as giving back to our own community with the leadership skills in faith that I
have learned.”

Kameron Wiese is the son of Kenney and Cindy
Wiese. He is a member of Saint Olaf as well as
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and Friends
student worship leader at Cranfills Gap school.
Kameron is pictured at Briarwood in the center of
the first picture in a blue shirt, the center top of
the second picture in a maroon shirt, and in the
third picture, wearing a maroon shirt.
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ary Circle: Will not meet until fall

PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen, Rev.
C.A. Mangham, Henrietta Medina, Donna Boelter, Geraldine Jenson, Barbara Lee, Chris &
Alyona Lujan, Rick Payne, Lark Rayburn, Jonniece Montgomery, Hugh Dunn, Wilma
Meissner, Iris Reierson, Roger Strand, and
Kevin Bell.

artha Circle: TBA

uth Circle: Will not meet until fall

Teacher Luncheon

WELCA News
The ladies of WELCA will have a planning meeting Wednesday, August 7th, at
2:00 pm in the church basement.
Business will include planning the
teacher luncheon, organization of the
September bake sale, and the October
and November meetings.

WELCA will, again, host a luncheon for
the employees of Cranfills Gap ISD on
Wednesday, August 21st in the church
basement. We wish all of the teachers and
staff of CGISD a blessed and wonderful
school year for 2019-2020.

Hope everyone has had a great summer
and is ready to get together again!
All ladies of the church are invited; refreshments served by the officers, including ice cream floats.

Breakfast in the
Basement
at Saint Olaf
Saturday, August 17
from 8:00-9:30am

Financial Report

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through June 30, 2019

$37,862.50

$37,700.00

$162.50

Actual through June 30, 2019

38,237.39

35,946.56

2,290.83

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
Monday, July 29 was the feast day for St. Olaf, King of Norway, and martyr, who died in 1030. Folks
probably don’t think of our church’s name very often, especially if it has been a part of your world for
most, or all, of your life. However, I imagine that people who are new to the Cranfills Gap area find
the name very noticeable. There aren’t many institutions named for St. Olaf, especially in our part of
the world. There are several Lutheran churches named for St. Olaf in the Midwest, in Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Iowa, and North Dakota. The church in North Dakota is in Devil’s Lake, which I think is
funny. There’s a well respected Lutheran college named for St. Olaf in Northfield, Minnesota.
There’s an Episcopal church in Wisconsin and several Catholic churches in Minnesota named for St.
Olaf. There are ruins of a medieval St. Olaf’s church in Scotland. There’s St. Olaf’s Church in Tallin,
Estonia, an important church in Estonia that has its roots in the medieval period not long after
Olaf’s death. There’s even a St. Olaf’s in western Norway that served as the inspiration for the church
in Disney's movie Frozen. There are still others, but churches named for St. Olaf are quite rare compared to those named for St. Paul, St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, or St. John.
Who was St. Olaf? Historians know him as Olaf II Haraldsson, born around 995 and dying July 29,
1030, during the Battle of Stiklestad, one of the most famous battles in Norwegian history. At that
time, Norway was a collection of small fiefdoms with local kings, but Olaf aimed to rule over a unified Norway. He had only brief success in this venture. During his short life he traveled widely
through Europe (by traveling you should understand that some pillaging was involved), fought in
battles in England, and was exiled to what is now Kiev, Ukraine. He is even featured in a number of
sagas from that period.
All of this is very interesting, but this church is named for him because he was canonized as a saint
not long after his death and he is the patron saint of Norway. He was given this honor because he is
attributed with bringing Christianity to Norway and establishing it as the religion of the country.
Historians now think that the story is more complicated than what was previously thought and that,
though Olaf converted to Christianity, the process of Norway’s conversion was a
long process that likely had more to do with the work of others besides
Olaf. Complicating the picture of St. Olaf is his reputation as a brutal and violent man. In other words, this saint was far from perfect and not what you or I
would consider a “good guy.” Because of Olaf’s crass character, it seems fitting
that Lutheran churches would choose his name for their own, not because Lutherans are especially crass, but because of the Lutheran emphasis on God’s
grace. It is only by God’s grace that someone like Olaf could be welcomed into
the kingdom of God. The same goes for us.
~ Pastor Ryan

