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Reflections for September 2019
This past week Cindy Wiese posted “A Prayer for Rain” on Facebook. Rain had certainly been on my
mind as well. It had been so hot and dry that I thought of that prayer all week. On Sunday, people
were talking about how much rain they got on Saturday. We only got 2 tenths at our house while
other friends got much more. I felt guilty because I was so envious of those who got almost an inch.
As Monday arrived, I realized that I should think about the upcoming newsletter and what should I
reflect and write about. So rain and that prayer immediately jumped into my mind. But…didn’t I
write about that last September? So I looked back at my newsletter articles from last year and yes, I
did indeed write about the need for rain and my memories as a child of similar hot summer days. So
now what?
My newsletter article got put on hold as I had a friend from Sherman drop by on her way home from
San Antonio. In the evening we tried to sit outside but those temperatures didn’t make the evening
very enjoyable. We talked about the 25% chance of rain on Tuesday that we didn’t really expect to
materialize. But what a difference a night can make.
This morning, we sat on the porch with our coffee in hand enjoying a very cool morning. We almost
needed jackets. We sat watching the clouds and checking the radar to see if the rain was really coming our way. She left our house around 2pm and it immediately started to rain hard as she drove
down the driveway. We felt so blessed today with the visit of a dear friend and the rain we received.
It was a special “Twofer” day.
Throughout the week, I hadn’t found time to look for that “Prayer for Rain”. I wanted to use the
words that seemed like the perfect way to ask God for the much needed rain. He didn’t need that
prayer; He answered without the special prayer. So today we do sing praise to God for the blessing
of rain and dear friends as well. Let us rejoice and be glad!
Phyllis Rieser
Council President
P.S. Just in case, here is the Prayer for Rain
A Prayer for Rain
Borrowed from Facebook
This prayer was written in the 1950s during an awful drought in Texas. The prayer was written by
the Rev. W. Schneider of St. Mary’s in Fredericksburg, who also ministered at St. Francis Church in
Stonewall.
Almighty God, we are in need of rain. We realize now, looking up into the clear, blue sky above,
what a marvel even the least drop of rain really is. To think that so much water can fall out of the
sky, which now is empty and clear! We place our trust in You. We are sure that You know our
needs, but You want us to ask You anyway, to show You that we know we are dependent on You.
Look on our dry hills and fields, dear God, and bless them with the living blessing of soft rain. Then
the land will rejoice and the rivers will sing Your praises and the hearts of men will be glad. Amen.

WELCA Fall Planning Meeting
The ladies of St. Olaf WELCA met August 7th at 2:00 p.m. in the church basement to plan activities
for the fall. Present were: President Maranna Horn, Vice-president Shirley Thompson, Secretary
Betty Tindall, Financial secretary Charlene Tergerson, Fellowship chair Patricia Forsythe, Mary
McGowan, Elsie Phillips, and Teresa Christiansen.
Among those items discussed were:
 The Teachers’ Luncheon, to be held Wednesday, August 21st at noon.
 Our yearly bake sale at the all-school reunion, September 21st from 11-1
 Duties for the October meeting, October 2nd at 2:00 p.m.
 November potluck and Thankoffering meeting, November 6th at noon
All ladies of St. Olaf are encouraged to attend any or all of these meetings. We also welcome the ladies of Trinity in Clifton and Our Savior’s at Norse.
We encourage everyone who can to help us bake items for our bake sale in September. This is our
only fundraising event of the year; funds go to ELCA and local charities.

WELCA hosts
annual teacher
luncheon to
honor staff and
teachers of
Cranfills
Gap ISD
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ary Circle: Will meet September 11 at
1:00pm at Heckmann Hall (Please
note TIME change)

M
R

artha Circle: TBA

uth Circle: Will meet September 12 at
Katherine’s House at 2:00pm

Circle News
LADIES' CIRCLES RESUME
MEETING THIS MONTH!
Mary circle will meet Wednesday, September
11th at Heckmann Hall. Note change of time to
1:00pm!!
Ruth circle will meet Thursday, September 12th
at Katherine's house at 2:00 pm.

PRAYER LIST:
Heather Christensen - daughter to Teresa Christensen, Rev. C.A. Mangham, Henrietta Medina wife of church janitor, Donna Boelter - niece of
Charlene Tergerson, Geraldine Jenson, Rick
Payne - brother to Sandi Carlson, Lark Rayburn
- granddaughter to Charlene Tergerson, Jonniece Montgomery - friend of Jami Edwards,
Wilma Meissner, Iris Reierson, Roger Strand added by Charlene Tergerson, Kevin Bell friend of Sandi and Owen Carlson, Lynna Scates
- aunt of Sandi Carlson, and Nathan Olson - son
of Jeanene Olson
WELCA will have its annual bake sale during the
All Class Reunion at the
High School on September 21. Please bring your delicious contributions
to the school by 10:00 Saturday morning,
wrapped and priced. We will also need volunteers to work during the sale.
WELCA Meeting
WELCA will have a meeting on October 2. Mary
Circle will provide the Program and Ruth Circle
will provide refreshments.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Children’s Sunday School Resumes
Kids’ Sunday School will start on September 8th at 8:30 A.M. in the Sunday School
Building.

A short business meeting will include nominations of officers for next year and planning for
the November Thankoffering and Pre-holiday
Pot Luck Luncheon.
Breakfast in the
Basement

All kids between
ages 3 -18 are
welcome.
This year's
theme is Bible
Heroes.
Financial Report

at Saint Olaf
Saturday, September 21
from 8:00-9:30am

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Jul 31, 2019

$44,172.92

$43,983.33

$189.59

Actual through Jul 31, 2019

42,321.66

41,371.55

950.11

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
September 2019 Newsletter Article
Just a couple of days ago I attended my first teacher’s meeting of this school year. I don’t really enjoy these meetings; I don’t think anyone enjoys them. They always last too long, usually because the
presenters go over their allotted time. There is rarely anything important on the agenda for these
meetings. They tend to cover the same ground each time. When they’re over, we leave and it feels
like we have wasted several hours of our day during the busy time right before classes start. I bet
you all have been to plenty of meetings like what I’ve described.
One positive thing about these meetings is that we get to catch up with one another and meet the
new teachers. To accomplish this we always begin our meetings with an icebreaker question. This
time, the question was “What is something that has delighted you lately?” Unfortunately for me, I
was one of the first people asked to answer, so I didn’t have much time to think about it. On top of
having to answer quickly, I was in a grouchy mood because I didn’t want to be at the meeting in the
first place. One other thing...I had just found out that my office, which I share with several other
people, was going to be re-organized. In itself, I’m not opposed to re-organizing the office, but doing
so at the beginning of the semester, instead of sometime during the summer break, is unnecessarily
disruptive. Anyway, when it was my turn, I introduced myself and the classes I teach, I paused for a
long time, reaching for an answer to the question about what has delighted me lately. The person sitting next to me, with whom I share an office, said, “What about your kids?” I said, “In my experience, being a parent is more about love than delight.” There were a couple of light gasps and a few
laughs. I quickly realized that what I said sounded bad, so I added that I love my kids very much and
that they do bring delight to my life. But, still, it’s not their job to delight me, nor is it my job to delight them. Our jobs are to love one another.
The issue of love vs. delight makes me think of the parable of the lost sheep, which we will hear during September. As Jesus tells it, this parable is very matter of fact: someone who has a hundred
sheep leaves ninety-nine behind to find the one that wanders off. The person takes extraordinary
risk to find this one lost sheep, risk that is surely informed by love. When the person finds the sheep,
there is much rejoicing, but the whole set of events is rooted primarily in love. Our acts of love are
rooted in commitment to one another and sometimes these acts of love result in delight. However,
we don’t love one another for the sake of delight; delight is the occasional byproduct of love. Acts of love without the promise of delight is the kind of love
we see from God. May we be persistent in our love for one another and my we
enjoy the delight that sometimes accompanies this love.
~ Pastor Ryan

