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Thoughts for October
This past Tuesday, I had a hair appointment in Hico. Many of the women from St. Olaf go to Alicia
so I generally catch up on Gap news when I go there. I arrived early and Alicia was busy so I picked
up the most recent copy of Southern Living. I read an interview with movie star Octavia Spencer.
Her Southern roots and thoughts triggered something that I have been thinking about ever since.
She talked about her bonds with friends and family and how she felt the strongest bonds were made
over meals. She said, “These networks keep me sustained.” As I think back to my youth and more so
today as I work in a café, I realize that what I see each day is something special happening. And it
has food as a connector. Our lives are so busy that spending time with the people that we care about
is essential for a meaningful life. Not only are we taking in nourishment for our body, we are taking
in nourishment for our mind and spirit with these connections with other people.
I have been through a week of intense food events but I’ve seen much joy in all these events. From
the Street Dance on Friday night to the Gap Chamber dinner on Saturday, I made closer connections, met new people, and ate some good food. I realize that I gain so much energy from these
events and yes, I feel sustained.
In October, we begin the season in which we meet and eat. Gap Fallfest is coming (love Owen’s hotdogs), Thanksgiving follows, the Lutefisk Supper begins our December, and then we have Christmas
with all its special events ending our year.
I personally plan to try to place more effort on the “meet” rather than the “eat”
but I’m Norwegian and goodies are important. I love those rosettes and sandbakels.
Our many communities be they family,
social, religious, educational or our town
make a difference. So go out there in October and make those sustaining connections stronger.
Have a blessed fall,
Phyllis Rieser

REFORMATION SUNDAY
Sunday, October 27, Reformation Sunday, at 10.30 a.m. at St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Potluck lunch to follow. *Please note the time of Service*
Our Savior Lutheran Church, St. Olaf Lutheran Church, and Trinity Lutheran Church will be participating in Reformation Sunday. Musicians from all three churches will participate and youth will
read the lectionary readings. The service will be led by Pastor Kris Totzke, Assistant to the Bishop.
After the service we will share a potluck lunch. People from all three churches will bring food for the
lunch, so St. Olaf is not responsible for providing all the food.
We hope to continue having these joint Reformation Day services, with the three churches taking
turns hosting.
The three Lutheran churches in the Bosque County area meet every few months to discuss ideas and
opportunities that can lead to further cooperation between the three congregations. Some of the
items discussed recently have been youth opportunities, joint services, and the upcoming celebration of Reformation Day.
So, what is celebrated on Reformation Sunday?
The reformation was a movement within Western Christianity in the early 1500’s Europe which
posed a religious and political challenge to the Roman Catholic Church- and papal authority in particular. Martin Luther is often considered to have started the reformation with the publication of
his Ninety-five Theses in 1517. Martin Luther was a priest and professor at the time he submitted
his Ninety-five theses, nailing it to the door of the Castle Church of Wittenberg, in protest against
the Catholic Church. Luther presented the theses to start an academic disputation on the power of
indulgencies being offered by the Catholic church.
As a result of Luther’s’ protest, as well as numerous other objectors, of Roman Catholic Church practices, several conflicts arose resulting in the Thirty Years War.
These events in combination with numerous other historically important recorded events helped
form the freedom to worship as we know it today.
It is truly remarkable to understand what was
happening with the church in 1500 compared
with 2019. We have a freedom not yet dreamed
of when Martin Luther penned his theses. I invite you to review the history of the Reformation
movement and to join us as we celebrate the
Reformation with a joint service.
Serving Him,
Dana

Notes from September Council Meeting
This month’s council meeting was held on September 18th with 11 members present.
Pastor Ryan reported a three-month average Sunday attendance of 43. The Community-wide Vacation Bible School was a success with the team of youth from Oklahoma assisting. Pr. Ryan attended
the September deanery meeting and met several new young pastors. He has also visited with several
of our shut-ins.
Gerald Nelson reported an income over expenses of $4053. He also indicated that Faith Lutheran
had donated $2009 to St. Olaf as they closed out their account. A thank you note was sent for this
generous donation. Gerald also indicated that our water bill had decreased since the water leaks had
been repaired.
Cindy Wiese reported on her 4-H activities and Patricia Forsythe reported on the status of several of
our shut-ins.
Virgil Tindall presented the trustee report indicating that their activity during the past month had
been minimal. However, there are still several items on their “to do” listed which will be addressed
before the next meeting.
Kathy Finstad reported for the Board of Education. To kick off the start of Sunday School for this
year, a pool party was held at Terry and Kathy’s home. A good time was had by all.
Kenneth Wiese reported for the Cemetery Board. He indicated that they have started watering the
young trees planted this past year. They will also be doing some cleanup on the west side of the
cemetery in the near future.
Geneva Finstad reported on activity at the Gathering Place. The night photography continues to be
very active with sessions three or four times per month. There are weddings scheduled for November and December. The Gathering place continues to serve the families gathering for funerals and
graveside services.
Kenneth Wiese asked the council if they would consider participating in the Wreaths Across America
project at the Rock Church Cemetery. Geneva indicated that there were probably close to 200 veterans from all wars buried at the cemetery. Kenneth presented the proposal in the form of a motion
and the council approved it. Kenneth will get in touch with Grover McMains to indicate that St. Olaf
would like to participate.
Kathy & Terry Finstad reported that attendance at Breakfast in the Basement was down somewhat
but donations were very good.
No report from the Constitution Review Committee was reported.
Under old business, Patricia reported that WELCA had determined that they would not be able to
support a monthly coffee after Sunday service.
Under new business, Cindy Wiese asked Pr. Ryan about the possibility of scheduling a youth activity
in the near future. Pr. Ryan will check on dates.
Phyllis Rieser indicated that the Brian Barrett wanted to know if St. Olaf would provide goodies following the November 8th football game (5th Quarter) as we have done in past years. This will be the
final home game for the Gap Lions. Council members agreed to help with this event.
The Council also discussed participation in the Community Family Fallfest in downtown Cranfills
Gap. It has been tentatively scheduled for October 31st. (Now changed to October 30th)
The final discussion for the meeting was the review and approval of a new contract for Pr. Ryan for
the year beginning August 1st and ending July 30, 2020. After discussion, a motion was made and
the council approved a raise of $150 per month for Pr. Ryan. When Pr. Ryan returned to the meeting, he was thanked for his service to our congregation.
The meeting adjourned at 7:20pm.

Cranfills Gap Community-wide FallFest
Wednesday, October 30
5:00-7:00PM
Downtown Cranfills Gap

Pastor Ryan attended “See You at the Pole” to support Gap
FCA students. He, also, enjoys teaching the children’s sermons at Saint Olaf.
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ary Circle: Will meet October 9 at

PRAYER LIST:

1:00pm at Heckmann Hall (Please
note TIME change)

Heather Christensen - daughter to Teresa Christensen, Rev. C.A. Mangham, Henrietta Medina wife of church janitor, Donna Boelter - niece of
Charlene Tergerson, Geraldine Jenson, Rick
Payne - brother to Sandi Carlson, Lark Rayburn
- granddaughter to Charlene Tergerson, Jonniece Montgomery - friend of Jami Edwards,
Wilma Meissner, Iris Reierson, Roger Strand added by Charlene Tergerson, Kevin Bell friend of Sandi and Owen Carlson, Lynna Scates
- aunt of Sandi Carlson, Nathan Olson - son of
Jeanene Olson, and J0rdan Freiss - son of a
friend of the Carlson’s
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uth Circle: Will meet October 10 at
Katherine’s House at 2:00pm

RUTH CIRCLE SEPTEMBER MEETING
Six members of Ruth Circle , including Betty,
Shirley, Mary, Donna, Wanda, and Abby, met at
Katherine’s house Thursday, September 12th at
2:00 pm. After the summer break, everyone was

MARY CIRCLE NEWS

happy to get back together. Plans were made for

Mary's Bible Study group met at Heckmann Hall

several up-coming events: October WELCA

at 1:00 P.M. on September 11, 2019. Present

meeting refreshments and next month’s lesson

were Elsie, Pat, Elaine, Charlene, and Barbara.

and snacks. Betty will give the lesson and

Elsie led the study "No Hard Feelings." We dis-

Naomi had volunteered to bring snacks for the

cussed this and agreed it was a little difficult.

October circle. We decided to provide pies for

We are responsible for the program at ELCA

the October WELCA meeting: Connie, Betty,

general meeting on October 12.

and Shirley will bake pies and Mary will bring

We were reminded of "goodies" to be sold at

cheese and crackers.

booth at the Gap Homecoming on September 21.

Mary gave an excellent lesson on anger and how

Also, discussed possibility of having a booth at

best to handle it. Three Psalms gave guidance

the "Christmas at the Park."

on the topic. After the lesson, everyone enjoyed

Cake, punch, and nuts were served. An offering

delicious sandwiches and pie furnished by

of $60 was collected.

Shirley. Money was collected by Shirley to de-

Our next meeting will be at same place, same

posit in the bank. We will meet next month Oc-

time on October 9th.

tober 10.
Financial Report

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Aug 31, 2019

$ 50,483.33

$ 50,266.67

$ 216.66

Actual through Aug 31, 2019

50,378.09

46,324.49

4,053.60

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
October 2019 Newsletter Article

About a week ago my wife and kids came home from the grocery store with a little more than the
groceries they had gone to pick up; they came home with Halloween costumes for the boys. We usually run late in shopping for Halloween costumes, but not this year. Even though it’s early for us, it’s
not early, early, because the stores have had costumes and candy on the shelves for a while. When
Halloween decorations, costumes, and candy start making their appearances in the stores, we are
also reminded that Reformation Day is near.
Our Gospel lessons leading up to Reformation Day this year are thematically appropriate. First, we
hear Jesus tell his disciples that if one has faith even the size of a mustard seed, then one can tell a
mulberry tree to uproot itself and jump in a lake. Then we hear the story of ten lepers who come to
Jesus asking for healing. He sends them on their way healed, but one of them, who is a Samaritan,
comes back to thank Jesus. Jesus tells him that, even though he is a Samaritan, his faith has made
him well. Finally, we hear Jesus tell his disciples a story about a widow who has been wronged.
Seeking justice, she goes to a judge to lodge her complaint. However, this judge is not a good one
and ignores her. But the widow is persistent, returning again and again until the judge gives up. Jesus tells his disciples that if an uncaring judge will listen to persistent, faithful complaints, then
won’t God, who is infinitely good, listen all the more lovingly to our prayers.
All of these lessons highlight the importance of faith, of trusting God. This trust in God was, of
course, central in the thinking of the Reformation. Luther and the other reformers insisted, as Jesus
did when speaking with the Samaritan leper who returned to
thank him, that it is faith that heals us, that it is trusting God
that will make us whole. As we await trick-or-treaters, the celebrations of the coming months, and cooler weather, may we
remember that it is faith that makes us well.

~Pastor Ryan

