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To all,

The month of October has been very hectic with so special activities at the church, our community,
and the café. There are so many people that I am thankful that are a part of my life. One incident
that happened this month made me realize how important many people are in my life.
Four or five years ago when I had a booth that the Clifton Antique Mall, I met a woman named
Sandy. We began working together once or twice a month at the mall. Sandy was a little spitfire
with a killer smile. Our birthdays were just several weeks apart and we had both worked in education. She also loved going to estate sales, as did I. There were so many common things that we had
in common. Later in our relationship, I found out that she was just emerging from the loss of her
son. During our relationship, her sister became ill and passed away. She had seen her fair share of
pain. Through these days at the mall, we became such good friends. As time permitted, Ed and I got
together with Sandy and her husband Mike.
Sandy and Mike had both retired and loved to travel. Last year, Sandy found a wonderful villa in Italy that she and Mike rented for six weeks. It was their plan to have couples they knew come over
for a week at a time. With our work at the café, Ed and I felt we just couldn’t get away. The pictures
that I have seen are beautiful. I am sure that we would have had a wonderful experience staying with
Sandy and Mike in Italy.
Several weeks into their stay, Sandy suffered several cerebral hemorrhages and was hospitalized.
During this time, Mike communicated with all their friends via Sandy’s Facebook page. She seemed
to be improving and was moved to a rehab center. Mike told us funny stories about driving in Italy
and trying to find workout clothes for Sandy. We all felt relieved that she was on the mend. Then
suddenly after only on several days in the rehab center, she passed away. I couldn’t believe this had
happened. Mike stayed on in Italy, Sandy was cremated, and he has just returned to Texas.
I am still feeling so selfishly sad but at the same time so touched that Sandy became a part of my life.
Thankful is the word really. I am thankful that Sandy became a part of my life leaving such a positive imprint. What seemed like an everyday normal relationship has reminded me of how important
people are in my life.
As Thanksgiving approaches, I will give thanks for the many people I know in our congregation,
community, and especially my family. Thank you for all that you do to make our place on this planet
better. Small things do matter. Thank you, Sandy, for your friendship and care. Rest in peace.
As my time as council president draws to an end, a very special thanks
to the members of St. Olaf for your friendship and care over the past
years. Keep on keeping on.

Phyllis Rieser
Council President

Recent Norwegian Visitors to the Area
The recently assigned Consul General Hilde Skorpen, and
her husband Colonel Ole Stubben, of Norway visited the
Rock Church on a tour of Norwegian historic sites in the
area.
Tour guide Geneva Finstad hosted them as they visited
Our Savior’s Church and cemetery, the Rock Church and
cemetery, Ringness House, and CP Farm (Cleng Peerson
former home owned by Thomas and Eldsbjorg Maness of
Norway).
They were anxious to have lunch at the Horny Toad as its
reputation has evidently spread as far away as Norway.
Approximately 150 Norwegian companies are established
in Houston making this the largest concentration of Norwegian companies abroad.
WELCA Meeting
The ladies of St. Olaf WELCA met on October 2nd at 2:00 p.m. in the church basement. After President Horn opened the meeting in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and the Purpose
Statement was recited, Charlene Tergerson introduced Dana Wickland as our speaker. We heard a
very informative talk on the use of polygraphs and how it is used in policing. Lots of questions were
discussed in an informative manner, and we thanked Dana for her presentation and presence with
us! Minutes were read with several corrections. Treasurer Charlene gave an account of our present
funds:
General Fund: $921.76 and Special Fund: $793.98. It was decided to use most of the funds from
the Special Fund for the following needs:
Ending Poverty through Education:

$200.00

Water Wells Project

$200.00

Disaster Relief through LWR

$200.00

President Maranna reminded us of upcoming events. November 6 at noon will be our Thankoffering
and Holiday Luncheon. Everyone was asked to invite a guest. Salads and desserts will be served.
Officers for next year will be the same as this year. They will be elected to office at the November
meeting and installed in February. A yearbook meet will be held Monday, December 9th, at 10:00
am.
Since our receipts from the Bake Sale at the All School Reunion were less that we had expected, it
was decided to have a table at the Lighting at the Park on December 30th. Snacks, cookies, and small
items to be consumed at the event will be for sale, rather than cakes, pies or breads.
An offering of $100 was collected. All enjoyed refreshments provided by Ruth Circle. The meeting
concluded with the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer.
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ary Circle: Will meet November 13 at
1:00pm at Heckmann Hall
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artha Circle: TBA

uth Circle: Will meet November 14 at
Katherine’s House at 2:00pm

MARY CIRCLE NEWS
The Mary Bible study was held October
9th at 1:00pm. Since Elaine would not
meet with us, we met in the church
basement. Four members were present, Patricia,
Maranna, Elsie, and Barbara.
Barbara led the study, “No Hard Feelings,” the
ache of grief. This study was confusing to understand. We discussed different views of how
God allows tragedies to happen. How we handle
grief and support others in their grief.
November 6th, our regular WELCA meeting will
be held at noon. We will vote on officers and
dine on salads and desserts.
October 27th is Reformation Sunday. We will be
celebrating with Trinity and Our Savior’s Lutheran at Saint Olaf. Church services will be at
10:30am. Potluck will follow.
It has been decided we will have a booth at the
“Christmas in the Park” on November 30th. It
would be easier for people to carry small items
like candy, cookies, and bread, rather than bulky
items like cakes or pies.
Offertory collected was $50.00. Next meeting
will be November 13th.
~ Barbara Lee

Financial Report

PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen - daughter
to Teresa Christensen, Rev. C.A. Mangham,
Henrietta Medina - wife of church janitor,
Donna Boelter - niece of Charlene Tergerson,
Geraldine Jenson, Rick Payne - brother to Sandi
Carlson, Lark Rayburn - granddaughter to Charlene Tergerson, Jonniece Montgomery - friend
of Jami Edwards, Wilma Meissner, Iris
Reierson, Roger Strand - added by Charlene Tergerson, Kevin Bell - friend of
Sandi and Owen Carlson, Lynna Scates aunt of Sandi Carlson, Nathan Olson son of Jeanene Olson, Amy Wester friend of Jami Edwards, and Elaine
Enger - added by Betty T.
RUTH CIRCLE SEPTEMBER MEETING

Ruth Circle met at Katherine’s house October
10th with four members attending. We were especially happy to have our neighbor, Karen
Gibbs present! After a bit of news and upcoming events were shared, the lesson on Grief was
given by Betty Tindall. As usual, we had lots of
group participation, making the hour very personal and enjoyable.
Tasty refreshments were served by Naomi
Nabors, and the time passed quickly . Shirley
Thompson received offerings of $25 to be deposited in the General Account
Our next meeting will be held on November 14th
at 2:00 p.m. at Katherine’s house. The lesson
will be given by Abby Birdwell, with refreshments prepared by Donna Kersey.
All are welcome to join us!

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Sep 30, 2019

$ 56,793.75

$ 56, 550.00

$ 243.75

Actual through Sep 30, 2019

55,840.51

53,451.18

2,389.33

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.

As I write this, we are just a couple of days from our joint Reformation Sunday service with
Our Savior's and Trinity. By the time you read this, the event will have passed. What am I
hoping for from this event that hasn’t happened for me, but has already happened for
you? Well, I hope that we have a full house. That we are all comfortable among one another.
That we enjoy the sound of our voices as we sing together, praising God. That our conversations over lunch are edifying. I know that the food will be good. Please let me know what you
think of the service. What did you like most about it? How could it be made better?
On a different note, we are coming to the end of the Christian year. This year we have been
reading through St. Luke’s gospel. Of all of the gospels, St. Luke’s is the one most concerned
with the quality of our everyday lives. This concern often expresses itself in criticisms of the
corrosive effects of wealth. This critique appears at the very beginning of the book, with
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, and continues straight through Jesus’s journey to Jerusalem
where he will be crucified and resurrected. I appreciate St. Luke’s concern for the quality of
our earthly lives; however, this year as we’ve been reading along I experienced this gospel as
especially difficult. I should probably pay close attention to this experience, because I’m sure
that there is something for me to learn there. I hope that our reading of St. Luke’s gospel has
been interesting and life-giving to you in some way.
In this coming year, we will be reading St. Matthew’s gospel. In fact, the adult Sunday
school class has already started reading it. We will see that St. Matthew’s interests and concerns are slightly different from those of St. Luke. St. Matthew’s gospel is interested in helping its original readers understand themselves as they relate to their Jewish identity and tradition. I look forward to reading St. Matthew's gospel with you all this year as we try to understand what it means for us, seemingly a million miles and a million years away from its
original context. ~ Pastor Ryan

