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To all,
With Thanksgiving having just passed, it has been hard for me to get in the Christmas mood. I really
don’t like it when Thanksgiving falls so late in the month. I’m still reflecting about those things for
which I am thankful.
I have been asking people at the café what they are thankful for this year. There have been surprises
and it reminds me of how complicated our lives can be at times. Some of the responses to my question are below:


I have had a traumatic event within the last few weeks and I am just thankful to finally be in a
good place.



I am thankful that my family was all together and that I finally have closure in the death of my
cousin.



I am thankful that the café is in the black for another year. Yes, Nena, we are too.



I suffer from depression and I am thankful that this year my depression has been under control.



I am thankful for my family, my friends, my co-workers, and my job that enabled me to buy a
new truck.



I am thankful for friends who love me despite my quirky personality.



I am thankful for 48 years of marriage to you honey. (What a stinker….it’s been all bliss!)



I am thankful for the peace and quiet of my little piece of heaven off Rock Church Road.



I am thankful that my children and grandchildren were together for a full 24 hours during
Thanksgiving. It was a special time.



I am especially thankful that Pr. Ryan Pederson came into the St. Olaf community and who
will continue to inspire us in the coming year.



I am thankful for the wonderful people that are a part of my life this past year. Our café family is a special group of people who care about one another and our customers. I also have met
so many interesting new people during the year. I even met a few cousins that I hadn’t met
before. But, old friends and family are especially important in my life, as they have given me
strength and support throughout our hectic days.



Once again, I am especially thankful for the prayers sent upstairs on my behalf. Thank you
Elsie!

As we move into the Christmas season, I hope that my spirit of thankfulness continues to be prominent in my thinking. It’s easy to get caught up in stuff and failing to remember why we celebrate.
Have a blessed Christmas,
Phyllis Rieser
Council President

Advent Services will be on the following
Wednesdays at 6:00pm:
December 4 (Soup Supper), 11 (Supper at
Chamber), and 18 (Soup Supper)

Rock Church Cemetery News - Our sincere
sympathy to the family of Bradley Rohne, 28
year old son of Bruce, grandson of Wayne
Rohne. Services were held in Fort Worth with
burial at the Rock Church Cemetery October 30
on a very cold and rainy day with over a hundred of his Marine friends and relatives in attendance. He was buried with his great grandfather, EP Rohne. The Gathering Place was filled
with everyone enjoying the warmth and comfort
of over seven gallons of hot coffee, hot tea and
ten dozen cookies.
Also we extend our sympathy to the family of
Marynell Sorenson Murphree, daughter of Marion and Minnie Sorenson and married to Clinton
Murphree. A memorial service was held on October 26 at the Rock Church with a large crowd. During this year there have been ten burials so far in the Rock Church Cemetery.
~Geneva
New Year – New You in 2020
We have now reached the cusp of a new year, 2020. What exactly are we to do in preparation for our
life changing decisions we will list on January 1st ? New Years Resolution, just the mention of that
alerts me to something I will most likely not be keeping. However, the true meaning of resolution
(noun) is a pledge, purpose, to aspire, intention, etc... These synonyms of resolution have a more
important meaning to me than just “new year’s resolution”.
2019 has brought about life altering changes in many of our lives. Lives that we are given the privilege of nourishing, sharing, and developing. As I think about this past year and the losses experienced, the thought of just how quickly time passes, calendars get changed to new years, and our bodies seeming to change overnight, weighed heavy on my mind. We can’t stop time, nor should we, for
there is a purpose. But we should use our “time” wisely. Each of us is different in our wants, needs,
and desires. As a Christian, I believe a key to life is to balance God’s desires for our lives to our desires for ourselves.
“Seeking guidance so that we may live lives of faith and commitment, to know the inexpressible joys
He has prepared for those who love Him.”(Prayer of the Day 11/3)
So as you prepare for the 2020 chapter in this wonderful adventure, take time to quiet your mind
and go to God seeking direction and guidance on what you are to do with yourself this new year-new
you beginning. I always thought time is not my friend. But, TIME is our friend, allowing us to grow,
heal, change, love, and start anew. What a great time to pledge a better you, not just exercise and
eating better. (we all need that on our list) But, a time to not only make us better (happier, blessed)
but that will in turn bless all of those around us. Kinda awesome how bettering yourself (being
kinder, helping others, positive attitude, putting yourself around those that can teach you, sharing,
smiling) is so easy and a blessing to not only us as individuals but others. We should not just be
alive but living a Godly blessed life. Let’s don’t just think about it but “do it”. It takes action and
courage to live. Shhhh, quiet your mind and prepare for the inexpressible joys God has in store for
you in 2020.
God is so good to us.

~ Dana

M

ary Circle: Will meet December 12 at
noon at Katherine’s House with Ruth
Circle for a Christmas Luncheon

M
R

artha Circle: TBA

uth Circle: Will meet December 12 at
Katherine’s House at noon

Ruth Circle November Meeting
Four members of Ruth Circle met at Katherine’s
house Thursday, November 14th at 2:00 p.m.
Present were Shirley Thompson, Abby Bird,
Mary McGowan, and Betty Tindall. Donna Kersey provided delicious snacks in spite of the sudden arrival of out of town guests which prevented her attending. We missed her! Also absent were Naomi Nabors and Wanda Knudson.
We hope to see all of them back next month!
Abby gave a thoughtful lesson on the topic, Living with the Gift of Joy. A few announcements
were made. We agreed to invite the Mary Circle
to meet with us for our December meeting. Everyone will bring a salad. Pr. Ryan will also be
invited to attend.
Donations were collected by Shirley, and we assembled in the dining room to enjoy Donna’s
delightful repast!
We look forward to our joint meeting Thursday,
December 12th at noon.
~Betty
Breakfast in the Basement
at Saint Olaf
Saturday, December 21st from 8:00-9:30am
Financial Report

PRAYER LIST: Heather Christensen - daughter to
Teresa Christensen, Rev. C.A. Mangham, Henrietta
Medina - wife of church janitor, Donna Boelter niece of Charlene Tergerson, Geraldine Jenson, Rick
Payne - brother to Sandi Carlson, Lark Rayburn granddaughter to Charlene Tergerson, Jonniece
Montgomery - friend of Jami Edwards, Wilma
Meissner, Iris Reierson, Roger Strand - John Hastings brother-on-law, Kevin Bell - friend of Sandi and
Owen Carlson, Lynna Scates - aunt of Sandi Carlson,
Nathan Olson - son of Jeanene Olson, Amy Wester friend of Jami Edwards, Elaine Enger - added by
Betty T, and Jeffrey Michaels - added by Sandi Carlson.
Ruth Circle met for their usual meeting in November. After a few business topics were discussed, the
group was delighted to learn that some of the Mary
Circle members would be joining Ruth Circle for our
Christmas meeting. Traditionally, we meet at
Noon, on December 12 for a salad luncheon. We will meet at Katherine’s House and enjoy a
short Christmas program and then gather around a
table laden with all kinds of salads and Christmas
goodies. We will be so pleased to have company for
lunch! ~ Abby
Mary Bible Study met in the home of Elsie Phillips
on Nov 12 at 1:00pm. Attending were Elsie, Charlene, Patricia, and Barbara.
Charlene led the study “No Hard Feelings” stewarding the gift of joy. We talked about the difference between JOY and HAPPINESS. We felt the deepest
emotion was Joy.
Since our membership is dwindling, it was decided
that we join with Ruth Circle for our Christmas
Meeting held at Katherine’s house in the Gap on December 12 at noon. We will have a salad luncheon
with our Christmas Program.
We elected officers for next year, as follows:
Fellowship/service - Charlene
Program Leader - Barbara
Year planning will be December 9. We will be hosting the February meeting for the WELCA.
The offering totaled $50.00.

Receipts

Disbursements

Net

Budget through Oct 31, 2019

$63,104.17

$62,833.30

$270.87

Actual through Oct 31, 2019

62,526.15

60,188.40

2,337.75

Submitted by Gerald Nelson, Treasurer

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Worship, teach, nurture and
share Christ’s love.
December 2019 Newsletter Article
With the season of Advent, we now begin a new year according to the Christian calendar. Advent is a strange,
but beautiful season that ties together the end of the previous year, that has us waiting for Jesus’s return and
our waiting for Jesus’s coming to us in Christmas. This waiting isn’t idle, passive waiting, but it is hopeful
expectation. This hopeful expectation doesn’t just come out of nowhere, but it arises out of our awareness that
there is something wrong in our world and in our lives. We recognize that something is missing, something
that we desperately need. The season of Advent is the season of hope, but that hope is preceded by disappointment.
Whether we consistently act on it or not, we all know that it is not helpful to dwell on our disappointments. In
fact, we probably put a fair amount of effort in not letting our disappointments sour our lives. Advent doesn’t
call for us to dwell on disappointment, but for us to be honest about how our world and our lives are incomplete. We don’t have to spend much time looking around us to recognize this incompletion, but we must admit that it is there.
I invite you all to participate in the services we have scheduled for the season. We will, of course, have our
usual Sunday morning services. However, in addition to these, we will have mid-week Advent evening prayer
services that will be preceded by a light soup supper. Finally, we will have three Christmas Eve candlelight
services at the Rock Church. This is a favorite tradition here at St. Olaf for a variety of reasons. One reason
that I think is especially strong has to do with what I think of as generational longing. Many of our family
members from the past also gathered at the Rock Church to welcome the birth of Jesus and they did so because they saw that they needed him and that they world needed him. We, too, see that we need Jesus, and so
we continue to welcome him into our world and into our lives.
~ Pastor Ryan

Saint Olaf Lutheran
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
St. Olaf Kirke (Rock Church)

December 24 at 4:30, 6:00, and 7:30

