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January Thoughts…New Beginnings 

 

In June of 2010, I retired and we started working on my family farmhouse and property.  I quickly 

grew tired of the drive from Sherman and through Dallas.  Then in December of 2010, Ed and I pur-

chased the old Mustang Valley Water Company building.  We started making the offices into living 

quarters so we could permanently move back to the Gap and do serious work on the farmhouse. 

 

After very serious clean up and renovation, we moved into the metal building and lived there until 

2015, when we moved to the farm.  We had several storage building in Sherman where we stored 

miscellaneous items that Ed and I had collected during our previous house renovations.  There were 

also remains from the farm like my dad’s accounting records.  I found the bill from Goodall Witcher 

when I was born.  You can’t throw things like that away until you go through it.  So where does all 

this “stuff” go…the metal building in the Gap. 

 

Once we moved into the renovated farmhouse, I realized that I had a serious collection of “stuff “ 

that I had no place for.  I had my first garage sale, and sales just didn’t draw the prices that I felt my 

“stuff” was worth.  So I decided to rent a booth at the Clifton Antique Mall and get serious about sell-

ing my “stuff”.  Once I got the collectable sales bug, the metal building was ideal for storing more in-

teresting “stuff”.  I eventually moved my booth to Waco and continued there until the Corner Drug 

Café came into being.  So I closed my Waco booth and moved the “stuff” to …. the metal building in 

the Gap. 

 

The metal building no longer had a purpose in our lives other than to store the “stuff”.  So we put the 

metal building on the market and it has sold.  But now, I had to do something with the “stuff”.  I 

have had several antique mall friends come and buy items. However, last Monday, a wonderful thing 

happened.  I invited one of my favorite antique mall friends to come and just take things that she 

thought she could sell.  She appreciated my “stuff” and took away quite a bit telling me that she 

would pay my kindness forward.  At the end of the morning, I felt so good about letting go of things 

with sweet memories.  I have several more people that will come to pick through the remaining 

items, and it gives me such a good feeling about clearing out a part of my life and moving on. 

 

I will also be leaving my position as president of the St. Olaf Church Council so that someone new 

can lead you forward into 2020.  St. Olaf is such a wonderful church community and I appreciate 

everyone who helped me through the journey.  Thank you all as I am guided forward with new inter-

ests and adventures. 

It’s a wonderful way to start the new year by 

clearing out and being able to look forward to 

new experiences.  But…if you need some “stuff”, 

call me, as there is still plenty to share. 

 

Love to all, 

Phyllis Rieser 



Notes from November Council Meeting 

 

Eight members were present for the November council meeting. 

Pr. Pederson reported on the joint Reformation Sunday service.  All council members agreed that 
the event was very special and complemented the planning committee on a job well done.  The pas-
tor also reported on December planning for the Worship and Music Committee and an upcoming 
wedding. 

In the absence of Gerald Nelson, Phyllis Rieser presented the treasurer’s report.  A budget commit-
tee was held earlier in the month to review the budget for 2020.  Gerald Nelson recommended mov-
ing items from inactive line items (community garden) and a donation to the “Other Income” line 
item.  This action was approved.  On Gerald’s behalf, Phyllis Rieser made a motion to move $4500 
from the Rock Church Fund to the General St. Olaf Fund as reimbursement for expenses paid.  Addi-
tional funds will need to be transferred after year-end.  The motion was approved. 

The deacons reported on final Fifth Quarter event and put forward ideas for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas basket to those in need.  Dinner baskets will be purchased through Brookshires. 

Virgil Tindall presented the trustee report.  There were no new problems to report but the broken 
windows and flashing repair are still to be completed.  The lapel microphone donated by Faith Lu-
theran in now in working condition. 

No report was presented for the Board of Education. 

Kenneth Wiese presented the cemetery board report.  All has been going well.  The air conditioning 
at the Gathering Place has been repaired.  Geneva reported that the first headstone from 1885 was 
replaced as the original monument has been broken into many pieces.  Those pieces remain at the 
site. 

Several individual reported on Breakfast in the Basement.  The chicken and waffle menu wasn’t a 
crowd pleaser but donations were good.  A traditional menu will be served in December. 

Virgil Tindall reported that there was not much progress had been made by the Constitution Review 
Committee.  It is his hope that more progress will be made in the coming month. 

Reports were approved and there was no other old business. 

New Business: 

Phyllis Rieser presented the 2020 budget on behalf of Gerald Nelson.  The budget was approved and 
will be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting in January. 

The annual meeting will be held on January 26th following church services. 

Quite a few council members will need to be replaced in the coming year.  A nominations committee 
of Virgil Tindall, Sandi Carlson, an at large congressional member, and Phyllis Rieser will serve as 
the nominations committee. 

Volunteers were recruited for set up of the nativity scene for the Sat-
urday after Thanksgiving. 

The times for the Christmas Eve services at the Rock Church were 
confirmed as 4:30pm, 6:00pm and 7:30pm. 

Lenten Services will be held on December 4th, 11th, and 18th with no 
meal on the 11 due to the Chamber of Commerce meeting.  The two 
circles will serve the meals. 

In closed session, the council discussed a year-end bonus for Pr. 
Ryan.  The council approved a bonus of $500. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm. 



PRAYER LIST:  Heather Christensen - daughter to 

Teresa Christensen, Rev. C.A. Mangham, Henrietta 

Medina - wife of church janitor, Donna Boelter - 

niece of Charlene Tergerson, Geraldine Jenson, Rick 

Payne - brother to  Sandi Carlson, Lark Rayburn - 

granddaughter to Charlene Tergerson, Jonniece 

Montgomery - friend of Jami Edwards, Wilma 

Meissner, Iris Reierson, Roger Strand - John Hast-

ings brother-on-law, Kevin Bell - friend of Sandi and 

Owen Carlson, Lynna Scates - aunt of Sandi Carlson, 

Nathan Olson - son of Jeanene Olson, Amy Wester -  

friend of Jami Edwards, Elaine Enger - added by 

Betty T, Jeffrey Michaels - added by Sandi Carlson, 

Jordan Freiss - added by Sandi Carlson, and A.J. 

Garcia - added by Betty Tindall. 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Nov 30, 2019 $69,414.58 $69,116.67 $297.71 

Actual through Nov 30, 2019 67,875.59 45,525.06 2,350.53 

M ary Circle: Will meet January 8th, 

time and place TBD 

M artha Circle: TBA  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet January 9th at 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm 

Breakfast in the Basement 

Join us Saturday, January 18th from 

8:00-9:30am for Breakfast in the 

Basement at Saint Olaf.  

Enjoy a visit with old friends and make new 

friends.  Join us in the kitchen or at a table! 

Be Mindful 

 

Now that we have tied the bow on 2019, let’s 

prepare ourselves for rest and readiness for our 

venture into the new year. 

I’m on a venture discovering the Lutheran 

Church and the beautiful people of Cranfills 

Gap.   One of the discoveries is the Sunday 

school class held at St. Olafs at 8:30a.  This class 

has certainly proven itself to be a bright wonder-

ful part of my week.  There is so much bible 

knowledge, life knowledge, town knowledge, 

and love of people that sit around that kitchen 

table each Sunday morning.  There’s much 

laughter, prayer, discussion, stories, oh yes, the 

stories can leave you clutching your side at 

times.  I urge all who are ready to be inspired, 

learn, visit, and have a personal connection with 

wonderful lovely people, to come sit at the 

kitchen table and be immersed in JOY.    

After leaving Sunday school and entering the 

sanctuary, I look at the beautiful loving people.   

I see smiles, quiet resolves, and visiting between 

neighbors and family.  I’m drawn to a lovely lady 

I know little about but, have genuine respect and 

love for her and the strength and grace she 

“always” displays.   I want to have courage, 

beauty, love, and trust in GOD that I see in her.  

Wow! 

Do you ever look at someone and see qualities 

you aspire to have-to grow? 

Let’s be sure to look for those beautiful things in 

people.  We easily see other things-but make a 

point to see the wonder of those next to you.   It 

may even bring something spectacular out in 

you. 

GOD wants us to be JOYFUL, let’s be in prayer 

this year to be mindful of grace and joy of those 

whom He places in our path to demonstrate that 

beauty. 

Our GOD is Great!                                ~ Dana 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

January 2020 Newsletter Article 

 

Merry Christmas, friends!  I hope that your Advent season was properly reflective and prepared you 

for welcoming the birth of Jesus.  I hope that the Christmas season has been full of opportunities to 

be with people you care for and love. I hope it has been full of memories of those who are no longer 

with us here who you have cared for and loved in the past. 

This Christmas season has been a sweet one for me and my family.  Our boys are growing up quickly, 

but this has been a moment to see them and love them as they are right now, while recognizing that 

the moment is passing.  I appreciate you all for being a part of this moment for me and my family; I 

will always be grateful for our time with you. 

I also want to thank all the folks who work behind the scenes to make our Advent and Christmas 

celebrations possible.  This includes those who organize and prepare the soup suppers before the 

mid-week Advent services. Those who put up the lights and nativity scene in front of the 

church.  Those who decorate the church. Those who take care of the facilities, replacing light bulbs 

and fixing what breaks. Those who set-up for communion. Those who are ushers, who come in early 

to turn on the heater, or the air conditioner.  Those who read and assist during services. Those who 

serve on council. Those who get the Rock Church ready for the Christmas Eve service. And Angela, 

who gets all of our printed materials put together and ready to go. I’m sure I’m leaving out some 

tasks and the folks who see that they are accomplished.  Thanks to you all. 

I hope that this new year will be a good one for everyone.  May God bless us all. 

~  Pr. Ryan Pederson 

Annual Meeting 

The Saint Olaf Annual Meeting is Sunday, 

January 26, after church services.  All re-

ports are due by Sunday, January 12, so copies 

can be distributed on Sunday, January 19.  Please 

send reports to:  

saintolaflutheran@gmail.com or leave in my 

mailbox or office in the Sunday School Building. 

Thank you!  Angela Roberson, office secretary 


