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Read the “Instructions”!! 

 

February, the month of love- at least it’s a month with a day identified to celebrate “love”. 

 

I love-love!!  The butterflies in your stomach, the sweetness of attention, gifts from your sweety, etc. 

 

This feeling is often fleeting and leaves you wanting more or vowing to never love again. 

All the talk of love got me thinking about what love really is all about.  Because of my love of music, 

all kinds of music, I began to recall names of songs about love: “What’s Love Got to Do with It,”  

“You Give Love a Bad Name,” “Love Hurts,” “Endless Love,” “Best of My Love,” “Can’t Buy Me Love,” 

“I Want to Know What Love Is,” “All We Need is Love,” and on and on… 

 

It’s no wonder people are so confused with what is love, how to love, and how to be loved.  With the 

world’s examples and descriptions of love it became apparent the instructions are not being read re-

garding love. 

 

As Christians, knowing where to find the instructions, we have the benefit of God’s word to teach us 

about love.  The bible is a great source for guidance.  The principles found in the bible can help us 

improve decisions and be better human beings. 

 

With technology being so accessible to us it takes very little effort to “Google” information about love 

in the bible.  There are numerous times love is mentioned in the bible, 514-810+ depending on the 

translation. In the bible, love is described as: God’s love of us, steadfast love, agape love, brotherly 

love, marriage love...God is love, 

 

Where else could we find a better set of instructions than His word? 

 

I encourage each of you to review the instruc-

tions we are given on love this month.  Let’s al-

low God’s examples of what love is, how to love 

others, and how to be loved to penetrate our 

hearts and give us a true picture of God’s own 

heart. 

 

GOD is love. 

~ Dana Wickland 

Note from Angela - Due to the office computer crashing in January, the January newsletters were 

NOT mailed out.  If anyone would like a printed copy of that newsletter, please contact me!   



Church Council Members 

January 26, 2020 
 

President: Mark Wallace 

 

Vice-President: Betty Tindall 

 

Deacons: Darla Kinney (1 year term), Kathy Finstad, Renee Barner 

 

Trustees:  Larry Kersey, Owen Carlson (1 year term) 

 

Secretary: Pat Forsythe 

 

Board of Education: Cindy Wiese, Paula Perschke, Teresa Christensen 
(1 year term) 

Saint Olaf Lutheran Church  
Youth Pancake SupperYouth Pancake Supper  

  
February 25, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Free Will Donation 
 

All proceeds go towards our church youth camp, our Summer Day Camp, and 
any other youth activities. 

 
For more information, please contact  

Cindy Wiese (254)784-0881 or Jami Edwards (254) 253-1707 



PRAYER LIST:   
Heather Christensen (daughter to 

Teresa Christensen), Rev. C.A. 

Mangham, Henrietta Medina (wife of 

church janitor), Donna Boelter (niece of 

Charlene Tergerson), Geraldine 

Jenson, Rick Payne (brother to  Sandi Carl-

son), Lark Rayburn (granddaughter to 

Charlene Tergerson), Wilma Meissner, Iris 

Reierson, Roger Strand (John Hastings 

brother-on-law), Nathan Olson (son of 

Jeanene Olson), Elaine Enger (added by 

Betty T), Jeffrey Michaels (added by Sandi 

Carlson), Jordan Freiss (added by Sandi 

Carlson), A.J. Garcia (added by Betty Tin-

dall), Brynn Fisher (friend of Jami Ed-

wards), and Debbie Connor (added by 

Darla Kinney)  

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Dec 31, 2019 $75,725.00 $75,400.00 $325.00 

Actual through Dec 31, 2019 78,572.21 76,243.68 2,328.53 

M ary Circle: Will meet January 12th, 

TBD 

M artha Circle: TBA  

 

R uth Circle: Will meet January 13th at 

Katherine’s House at 2:00pm 

Breakfast in the Basement 

Join us Saturday, February 15 from 

8:00-9:30am for Breakfast in the 

Basement at Saint Olaf.  

Enjoy a visit with old friends and make new 

friends.  Join us in the kitchen or at a table! 

WELCA Winter Meeting 

 

The ladies of the church will meet in the base-

ment on Wednesday, February 5th at 2:00 p m. 

Our program will be presented by Cindy Wiese 

and Tiffany Tarver, members of the Friends of 

Cranfills Gap ISD. Please join us for informa-

tion, fellowship, and snacks!   

Our next meeting will be the Mother/Daughter/

Friends banquet the first Friday of May.  

Ruth Circle 

 

Ruth circle met at Katherine’s house January 

with small attendance. We hope doctor’s ap-

pointments, illnesses and other events will be 

past and we will have better attendance in Feb-

ruary. We miss all of you!   

On Thursday, February 13th, Mary McGowen 

will lead the Bible study and Betty Tindall will 

furnish refreshments. Visitors are welcome!  

Kids Kloset 

It’s about time for Spring 

Cleaning!   

Please remember that Saint Olaf accepts dona-

tions of clean, gently used clothing for children, 

including shirts, pants, shorts, coats, etc. 

Newsletter Submissions 

We would love to have your photos from Saint Olaf 

and the Rock Church, of our members/kids/

events, etc., as well as news/announcements, for 

our monthly newsletter.  Please have submissions 

to Angela by the 20th of the preceding month.  You 

can leave them in the mailbox in the Sunday 

School building or email to:  

saintolaflutheran@gmail.com 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about the stages of life.  I’m increasingly aware that I’m now middle 

aged. Most days I’m a little surprised at how big my boys have gotten: they’re not little kids any-

more.  And my parents are dealing with new challenges and limitations that come with advancing 

age. This February our readings and Christian celebrations embody these stages in life, with the first 

Sunday in February being the feast of the Presentation of Our Lord and Ash Wednesday coming at 

the end of the month. 

 

The Presentation is the story of a family doing what is customary: taking their firstborn son to the 

temple to be dedicated to the Lord.  This is something to do, a task to be completed, but it’s also an 

honor, a special event. What makes it even more special is the response of a couple of old-timers, 

Simeon and Anna.  Simeon has been waiting for the messiah and, now that he has seen the child, the 

“light for revelation to the gentiles,” his life is complete; he’s ready to die in peace. Anna, for her 

part, comes to the child, worships God for what she sees, and tells everyone in earshot about it.  How 

strange this must be for the young family. St. Luke tells us that mom and dad are amazed, which is 

how they respond to the shepherds’ news of encountering a singing army of angels in the Christmas 

story from earlier in the chapter. After these events, the family returns to Nazareth, up north in Gali-

lee, where Jesus grows up strong and wise. 

 

Ash Wednesday is one of the more difficult days of the Christian year.  While Good Friday is emo-

tionally fraught for its starkness and its telling of the story of Jesus’ death, Ash Wednesday is an un-

comfortable reminder of our own deaths.  The matter-of-fact statement -- “from dust you have come 

and to dust you shall return” -- heightens the this discomfort, and when paired with the ashes 

smudged on our foreheads, we are left nowhere to hide from the truth we all know about ourselves: 

one day, each of us will die. 

 

Our lives are like stories, they have a beginning, 

middle, and an end.  Each of these stages comes 

with its own set of blessings and challenges.  Wher-

ever you find yourself in life, may you remember 

that Jesus is with us from beginning to end. 

 

~ Pastor Ryan 


