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TO: THE MEMBERSHIP OF ST OLAF LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  

I hope this message finds you happy and well in spite of the forced self-isolation we are all 

experiencing. We are going through an ordeal no one saw coming just a few weeks ago, but I 

know that WE as Americans will survive this great hurdle and bounce back when we are al-

lowed to return to our near-normal situation as possible. What we have learned over the past 

weeks will probably create some changes in our daily lives, but we will also handle those 

changes in due time. 

  

There is one very important item I had on my March 18th Council Meeting Agenda, but the 

COVID-19 situation didn’t allow us to meet. I would like to prepare you for an important ac-

tion we must take as soon as we resume our church services and activities. Pastor Ryan Pe-

derson’s contract ends on August 31, 2020. After some discussion with council members, we 

feel we must issue a call for Pastor Pederson to continue his service to St Olaf Lutheran 

Church. I have been in contact with Associate Bishop Kristine Totzke and she said we can is-

sue a formal call for his service. If called, and he accepts, he would no longer be an interim 

pastor, but our regular pastor. The conditions he is currently working under will not 

change. His working hours will remain the same……part-time. 

 

As soon as we can, we will need to start the ball to rolling by having a congregational meeting 

when we vote to make the call which requires a 2/3 majority vote of the congregation. This 

action is necessary as soon as we resume church services. 

  

This message is simply a “heads up” as to what we need to do as soon as we can restart con-

ducting church services. 

  

Stay safe and God Bless and Keep each of you, 

  

J. Mark Wallace 

Council President 

   

NOTE: 

Be sure to turn in your information sheet and 

photo for the St Olaf Church directory. I know 

this project has also been hampered by the virus 

restrictions. Let us work to help Jeanne complete 

this task. 



The Rocking Chair 

 

If you missed Pastor Ryan’s sermon February 9th, 2020 when he told the 

“rocking chair” story, you missed a wonderful touching and totally Pastor 

Ryan description of purpose.    

During the sermon I am intently listening and waiting for the wit and sense of 

humor that gracefully is sprinkled in the delivery of God’s word.  We are 

blessed with such a humble and gentle spirit in Pastor Ryan.   

So let’s get back to the rocking chair: The recommendation of a rocking chair 

to new parents by a pediatrician set in motion the research for the dream rocking chair.  Just the 

right leg height, seat size, smooth rocking motion - there’s much to consider for a rocking chair.   A 

scheduled meeting with a Seguin, Texas rocking chair carpenter who allowed the testing of some of 

the creations he had made offered several options to try out.  As Pastor Ryan sat in the simple but 

beautiful rocking chair (expensively beautiful), he commented how smooth the rocking motion was 

and the leg height, etc…  To which the carpenter responded, “That’s what it is supposed to do.”   So, 

that is what a rocking chair is supposed to do, to be.     

We, too, have a supposed to do, supposed to be.  The gospel read (Matthew 5:13-20) spoke about the 

salt and the light of the world.   We are to be restored, to be the light and give that light, be disciples, 

and SHINE. 

We are made to be Good, Kind, Loving, and Righteous.  Our Trust and Faith is a staple in our rela-

tionship with the Lord.  But we were made to be better and have a purpose. 

We all need reminders to do better, to be better, than we are now.  Salt and Light have a job, and we 

have a job to do.   Let’s do our job, our purpose: Be good, kind, loving, and righteous.    

 

Great and Mighty is GOD. 

 

Dana Wickland      

Veterans Memorial at Cranfills Gap City Park 

We are in the process of getting names of all veterans from Cranfills Gap, from the Civil War to the 

present.  If you know of anyone in your family or friends who went to school here, lived here, or has 

moved into the community, and served in the military, we would appreciate your help gathering 

those names.  We need name, branch of service, time frame they served, and where they served. 

We have a list of  approximately 600 veterans, but do not want to leave anyone out! Please let us 

know! 

Thank you, Darla Kinney 

To send information about a veteran, you can message the Saint Olaf Facebook 

page, mail,  or email: 

  Address:  402 Meridian St., Cranfills Gap, TX  76637    

  Email:  saintolaflutheran@gmail.com  



Prayer List:   

Heather Christensen (daughter to Teresa 

Christensen), Rev. C.A. 

Mangham, Henrietta Medina (wife of 

church janitor), Donna Boelter (niece of Char-

lene Tergerson), Geraldine Jenson, Rick 

Payne (brother to  Sandi Carlson), Lark 

Rayburn (granddaughter to Charlene Terger-

son), Wilma Meissner, Iris Reier-

son, Roger Strand (John Hastings brother-on

-law), Nathan Olson (son of Jeanene Ol-

son), Elaine Enger (added by Betty 

T), Jeffrey Michaels (added by Sandi Carl-

son), Jordan Freiss (added by Sandi Carlson), 

Debbie Connor (added by Darla Kinney), 

Terry Flory (added by Elsie), and Sherry 

Dyson (added by Betty Tindall).   

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Mar 31, 2020 $20,033.75 $20,025.00 $ 8.75 

Actual through Mar 31, 2020 18,136.53 18,424.67 (288.14) 

M ary Circle: TBD 

M artha Circle: TBD  

R uth Circle: TBD 

 

While you are social dis-

tancing, don’t forget to en-

joy the beautiful flowers 

and sunshine!  I took a 

drive this week to do just 

that.  The flowers at the 

Rock Church and The 

Gathering Place are gor-

geous.      ~ Angela 

We will have a Church Council Meet-

ing next Wednesday, May 6th at 6:00 

in the church basement. The council 

will discuss the current COVID-19 

policies and procedures and how they 

affect our church body. We will ad-

here to the distancing guidelines. 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

Dear friends, 

 

I hope this note finds you and your family doing well in these strange and challenging times.  You 

are probably wondering when we will resume worshiping together on Sunday mornings at the 

church.  Well, I’m wondering the same thing, myself.  The church council will be meeting this com-

ing Wednesday, May 6.  We will conduct our usual business, but I’m sure we dedicate most of our 

time and energy to thinking together about what our next steps will be as we move toward resuming 

the church’s various activities at the appropriate time.   

After we meet, President Mark Wallace and I will let you all know what decision we come to.  We will 

also explain how we arrived at that decision and the information that guided our discussions.  Hope-

fully, this information will provide folks peace of mind. 

Of course, we are not alone in grappling with this decision.  The church council of Our Savior’s Lu-

theran Church met this week and decided to continue postponing gathering for worship for the 

month of May.  They will be re-evaluating the situation at the end of May to see if circumstances 

have changed enough to make gathering appropriate.  Trinity Lutheran Church will be meeting this 

coming week as well to discuss their situation.  Remember that when we do resume our activities we 

will not jump right back into things, but we will resume activities gradually and closely monitor our 

situation. 

Even though this pause that we are experiencing seems interminable, it will end.  There are things to 

look forward to.  For example, we recently heard from Briarwood Camp and they are still planning 

on coming to St. Olaf to lead our Day Camp from July 12-17.  I’m sure that Cranfills Gap’s youth will 

be more than ready for Day Camp this year. 

In the meantime, I ask for you to continue to check on one another and offer whatever help that you 

can.  Part of the help you can offer is your prayers.  Pray for the council as it makes decisions on be-

half of the congregations.  Pray our neighboring congregations, 

too.  Pray for our governmental leaders, at the local, county, state, 

national, and international level.  Pray for your friends and family, as 

they are all in different stages in their lives and are all struggling with 

different challenges right now. 

We’ll get through this. 

Peace, 

Pr. Ryan 


