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Message from the Council President 

 

It has been eleven weeks since we last worshipped to-

gether and started the practice of social-distancing. 

Just days before Sunday, March 15th, we had no idea 

what was coming down the pike or the way our lives 

would be changed. I can truly say how blessed we are to live here in a beautiful rural setting while 

countless people are stuck in bad situations in cities. The Covid-19 pandemic has crippled so many 

businesses which in turn have seriously affected countless individuals and families around the coun-

try. I keep telling myself that "this too shall pass" and that "God is in control."The current situation 

has allowed us extra time to do a few things about which we have been procrastinating. My mindset 

has changed. I've always had time to read, but oftentimes failed to use that time, but the social dis-

tancing and isolation seem to have prompted me to read more which I need to do. 

 

The church council recently met on Tuesday, May 26th to re-visit the possibility of returning to 

church worship. At the meeting, the council voted to set June 7th as our re-start date. Pastor Ryan 

has formulated some guidelines that will appear in the June Newsletter. PLEASE read these 

guidelines and let’s all work together to make this day a successful day of worship. If 

changes need to be made after the re-start on that Sunday they will be made, but we will just have to 

wait and see how things go. 

 

I appreciate the devotions and messages provided by Pastor Ryan over the past few weeks. I look for-

ward to the day when we can come together to worship the Lord as a church body. 

  

J. Mark Wallace 

Council President  

Matthew 5:1-10 

Veterans Memorial at Cranfills Gap City Park 

We are in the process of getting names of all veterans from Cranfills Gap, from the Civil War to the 

present.  If you know of anyone in your family or friends who went to school here, lived here, or has 

moved into the community, and served in the military, we would appreciate your help gathering 

those names.  We need name, branch of service, time frame they served, and where they served. 

We have a list of  approximately 600 veterans, but do not want to leave anyone out! Please let us 

know! 

Thank you, Darla Kinney 

To send information about a veteran, you can message the Saint Olaf Facebook 

page, mail,  or email: 

  Address:  402 Meridian St., Cranfills Gap, TX  76637    

  Email:  saintolaflutheran@gmail.com  



The Road 

 

How often do you travel down County Road 4145 in Bosque County?     A lot of you may travel that 

county road to visit the Old Rock Church or to see the old homesteads still standing from years back. 

   

Traveling that road daily I often get a sense of frustration and an urge to murmur under my breath 

about the condition of the road.  The large potholes placed there in deceptive areas sneak up on you 

like a bad dream.  The continuous patches of tar and small rock barely stay on the road two days 

with the traffic.  The weaving hills on the road cause drivers to almost crawl (if they are being safe) 

at a speed to take on the holes and avoid oncoming traffic.  It’s an obstacle course at times.  Ugh! 

 

However, this week as I traversed the road to Clifton and beyond, I thought to myself this wonderful 

road with all its breathtaking views, character, obstacles, etc…Well, it’s just like our lives. 

 

We can find ourselves at a smooth point ready and able to speed up and enjoy the sun on our face 

and the wind in our hair only to come around a curve and find a large pothole in the middle of the 

road.  Negotiating around that, whew, we see many other holes scattered throughout and we slow to 

take on those challenges.  As we slowly and carefully make our way through the mine field and 

around a blind curve we see fresh tar strewn about the road and lightly covered with small rocks. 

Again, we cautiously navigate through the challenges and continue on our way to find a straight 

clear path of road at which time we speed up again and feel free of concerns. 

 

I’m not sure if any of you can relate to that scene but it is life for many of us that live in small rural 

areas and live life - moments of complete insurmountable awe of what is around and about us fol-

lowed by trials, obstacles to overcome, and dangerous terrain.  This scenario continues to repeat it-

self, followed up by more blessings (both seen and unseen) sprinkled with the valley of obstacles.   

 

Life is so sweet; it is not boring at all if you are living and not just “alive”.  Always, keep your eyes 

open for opportunities to be mindful and thankful for what an awesome 

road we get to travel (both peaks and valleys).  We can get miraculous 

views and experiences of life if we just enjoy the road, live strong, and be 

prepared to negotiate the potholes. 

Safe travels! 

GOD loves us so much!! 

Dana 



Prayer List:   

Heather Christensen (daughter to Teresa 

Christensen), Rev. C.A. 

Mangham, Henrietta Medina (wife of 

church janitor), Geraldine Jenson, Rick 

Payne (brother to  Sandi Carlson), Lark 

Rayburn (granddaughter to Charlene Terger-

son), Wilma Meissner, Iris Reier-

son, Roger Strand (John Hastings brother-on

-law), Nathan Olson (son of Jeanene Ol-

son), Elaine Enger (added by Betty 

T), Jeffrey Michaels (added by Sandi Carl-

son), Jordan Freiss (added by Sandi Carlson), 

Debbie Connor (added by Darla Kinney), 

Terry Flory (added by Elsie), and Sherry 

Dyson (added by Betty Tindall), Rita Ash 

(Shirley Thompson’s sister), Willie Mae Bron-

stad (sister in law to Charlene and mother to 

Donna Boelter), the Family of Donna Boel-

ter (niece of Charlene Tergerson), and the 

Family of Kylie Everett (of the Glass family).  

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Apr 30, 2020 $26,711.67 $26,700.00 $ 11.67 

Actual through Apr 30, 2020 25,994.13 22,843.59 3,150.54 

M ary Circle: TBD 

M artha Circle: TBD  

R uth Circle: TBD 

 

June 2020 Newsletter Article - IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

Dear friends, 

 

This past Tuesday, May 26, the church council met to discuss resuming services.  After discussion and reflec-

tion, the council voted to resume services beginning Sunday, June 7, which is Trinity Sunday. 

 

There will be some minor changes to our worship, so I want to prepare you in advance. 

 

Let’s start at the beginning and work our way all the way through the new, revised and abbreviated, worship 

service: 

 

1. Wash Your Hands before you come to worship. You don’t want to infect anyone. I know you think you 

don’t have it. I don’t think I have it either, but we both know that this virus has been devastatingly 

spread by people who feel fine and show no symptoms. 

2. If you have a mask, then please put it on before you enter the church building. 

Sunday Services at Saint Olaf will 

resume June 7th.  Please see Pastor 

Ryan’s article below for details. 



3. Keep Your Distance. It’s hard to keep six feet apart. We forget and drift closer to one another. 

4. Don’t hug or shake hands. See “3. Keep Your Distance” above. 

5. Offering. We will not pass offering plates in the worship service. Instead, the offering plates will be 

stationed by the doors for you to place your offering in. 

6. Hand-Sanitizer. If you forgot to wash your hands, there will be plenty of hand sanitizer available. 

7. Ushers. Ushers will help you find a seat. 

8. One Way. The center aisle is one way only toward the altar table. The side aisles are one way toward 

the back. See “3. Keep Your Distance” above. 

9. Seating. Every other pew has been sealed off. See “3. Keep Your Distance” above. 

10. Shorter Worship Service. Kind of like keeping your distance, minimizing your exposure means mini-

mizing the amount of time you could be exposed. Don’t linger at the grocery store; go in, get what you 

need, and get out. We hope to enjoy a full worship service of Word & Sacrament, but it will not be as 

long. 

11. Singing. While the virus is still present, we will sing only one verse of each hymn. Breathing spread 

the virus about 20 particles per minute. Speaking is about 200 particles per minute. Singing moves 

even more air out, and deep into your lungs. 

12. Holy Communion. Instead of gathering around the communion rail, the congregation will, at the direc-

tion of the ushers, walk down the center aisle, each person separated by six feet, and receive commun-

ion near the steps up to the chancel. 

13. As usual the wine will be poured into individual plastic cups prepared before worship. 

14. I, the pastor, will wash my hands with anti-biotic soap for 20 seconds before touching the wafers. 

15. I, the pastor, will carefully put a wafer in each person’s hand. 

16. The communion assistant will hold the tray of wine-filled cups for the congregation. 

17. Those who wish to commune will dispose of empty cups in bins on the way back to their seats by the 

side aisles. 

18. Wash Your Hands when you get home. Just in case. 

 

Should You Come To Worship? 

 

According to the “Texas State Guidelines for Reopening” stay home if you have any of the following: 

□ Cough 

□ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

□ Chills 

□ Repeated shaking with chills 

□ Muscle pain 

□ Headache 

□ Sore throat 

□ Loss of taste or smell 

□ Diarrhea 

□ Feeling feverish or a measured temperature higher than 100.00 degrees Fahrenheit 

□ Known close contact with someone who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 

 

“Individuals aged 65 and older are at a higher risk of COVID-19. To the extent possible, avoid contact within 

six feet with individuals aged 65 and older. Individuals aged 65 and older should stay at home as much as pos-

sible.” ~ Texas State Guidelines for Reopening 

 

If you have any questions or comments, then please let me, or anyone on council, know.  I look forward to 

seeing you soon. 

 

Peace, 

Pr. Ryan 



St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  


