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Message from the Council President 

One of the positive things that happened to me over the Covid-19 period is that 

I have heard some really good sermons on TV and read some inspiring articles 

I probably would not have read otherwise. I recently heard a sermon on the 

subject of authority that piqued my interest. As you probably know, we are see-

ing some horrific events occurring in some of our larger cities throughout the 

country. We have seen anarchist groups disrespect and openly challenge the 

authority of the local police, but the problem is that the police are not given the 

authority to do their job. These are sad times. 

 

Where does authority come from? Legally, authority is shaped by the citizens of this country who 

vote, and we the people give authority to the people we put into office to do their job of enforcing 

laws. When a police officer or sheriff pins on their badge, that badge is a badge of authority given to 

do the job. When they are sworn in to their position, they understand that they will be supported 

through a legal chain of command. When there is no support from the chain of command they are 

powerless. The United States Constitution is the fundamental legal authority for our government, 

and it gives the federal government the power to undertake certain tasks and then the constitution 

designates all other powers to the state governments. Our entire legal system is founded on author-

ity and where does this authority come from? 

 

When God formed the earth and the universe, He wielded the ultimate authority. Throughout the 

Bible, He gave authority to countless common men to carry out His plan for mankind. When He 

gathered His apostles, they were endowed with authority and power from God our creator. For there 

is no authority except from God. Roman 13:1-2 says, All authority is from God and everyone must 

submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has es-

tablished.  As believers, we have the authority to do the will of the Father here on earth. Jesus proved 

to be a great example of this. Our authority is limited to what God has given. It's in the realm of the 

Spirit and it's never given for us to rule or reign over people, for God will rule over the earth and uni-

verse. 

 

What does it mean to walk in the authority of God? When you are under God's authority, you have 

all authority. God gives you His armor of authority. The ability for the believer to walk in authority is 

determined by the measure of authority we give God in our own lives. Jesus only did what He saw 

the Father do, and only said what He heard the Father say. Jesus fully understood where His author-

ity came from. In Luke10:19, Jesus gives us the assurance that He has given us the power to over-

come the power of the enemy and nothing shall harm us. In Matthew 18, Jesus says, Whatever we 

bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven, and whatever we loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven. What we must always remember is that God is in charge and ALL power and authority are 

disseminated through Him. We offer prayers that God will return proper authority and peace to the 

cities that are struggling. 

  

J. Mark Wallace, Council President 



Active Listening: What are you trying to say to me? 

It takes no time at all to notice the wondrous works GOD does.  Have you ever noticed how miracu-

lously He created us – our senses, mind, and body specifically? 

 

As I enjoyed a hot August get away, I could not help but listen, I mean really listen.   Our grandson is 

3 and I find my listening and translating skills must be in full throttle.  What a blessed moment in 

time!  How about your listening skills?  Not just hearing but listening to what and how things are 

said.  That is described as “active listening”, listening with ears, eyes, and your mind. 

 

Full disclosure, I am in continued practice of this skill.  Beginning with learning by need, transfer-

ring to a position at work which required me to constantly interview people accused of criminal acts 

as well as victims of crime.  The key word is listening, listening more, and talking a lot less.  I do love 

to jibber jabber which highlighted the fact that while my mouth is in gear – my ears were not.  I re-

viewed my interviews and observed how much I missed when interviewing people because I talked 

too much.   Missing not only the words they used but the way they said it, the way their body was po-

sitioned, what the purpose was for the statement, how do they look when I know they are being 

truthful vs. how they look when I know what they are saying is false.  So much is happening during 

active listening.  It is really an amazing skill to establish and we have been equipped to accomplish it 

with our God given senses. 

 

It is always good practice to work on listening skills – but in current times this practice is a neces-

sity.   

 

We are in such odd times.  On one hand awesome technology use and tools allowing us to be apart 

but connected, on the other hand too much noise to deal with and questionable noise at that.   If you 

are one that is a news junkie or even just trying to stay on top of this ever-changing situation – Be 

advised you must listen and listen actively.  

 

GOD made us so awesomely cool!   We can reason and think, meaning we have the opportunity/

responsibility to be active in listening, discerning, and educating ourselves so that appropriate reac-

tions and actions can be taken.     

 

Listening to what is being said, how it is said, and why it is said.  Pay attention and reason.  Slow 

down when your listening and zip up the lips.  We can learn so much by active listening and learning 

strengthens our cabeza.  (It holds your brain.)  

 

It is a noisy world so be smart, make good choices, take your 

time, and listen to the words people are saying (and not say-

ing). You will be amazed at “what” is being said and “why” it 

is being said.   

 

GOD is sooooooo good to us, enjoy His work of art!!   

 

Dana Wickland 



Veteran Memorial Project 

  

As a committee of 7, we have been researching, interviewing, and gathering names of veterans, living 

and deceased, that lived in the Gap and immediate surrounding area, worked, or went to school in 

Cranfills Gap, Texas.  So far, we have approximately 650 names to be inscribed on our Cranfills Gap 

Veteran’s Memorial.  Veterans from the Civil War up to and including the Middle East Conflict will 

be on the memorial.  The memorial will be located at the City Park just off Hwy 22 across from the 

Methodist Church. It is sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, so all donations are tax deduc-

table. Please print “Veterans Memorial” on your check and mail to the Cranfills Gap 

Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 71, Cranfills Gap, TX 76637.   Thank you. 

 

Cranfills Gap has always cared about America.  WWII was significant in the life of St. Olaf in that 125 

young men out of a congregation of 900 were listed on the National Defense roll in service to our na-

tion.  Some of these young men gave the ultimate sacrifice for their country- their life!  You can find 

graves of the soldiers killed in action in all 3 of the local cemeteries along with approximately 300 

other veterans buried there. 

 

Out of the 900 members of St. Olaf during WWII, how many are left?  How can their families honor 

their veterans if there is no family left?  Who can make a donation on these veteran’s behalf, if not 

the church?  What better way to recognize those that served in the defense of our country to preserve 

our freedoms including the freedom of religion?  Today, we enjoy many freedoms, mainly because of 

our veterans, but as any veteran knows, freedom is not free. 

 

If you have a loved one that served, or just want to honor those that served, this is a way to honor 

them with their name on the memorial.  Donations are not necessary for a name to be inscribed, but 

will certainly be appreciated.  ALL veterans will have their name inscribed on the memorial. 

 

The Corona Virus pandemic has created havoc all over the world as well as in our fund drive.  We 

had planned to kick it off with an official program, at the site of the memorial in the park on Memo-

rial Day.  As you know, that didn’t happen.  Next idea was July 4th.  That didn’t happen either, so an 

official kick off campaign is not planned, but we do need your financial support. 

 

AMERICA, land of the Free because of the Brave!! 

   

Veteran Memorial Committee: 

Headed by Buck Thomason 

Charlene Tergerson 

Cheryl Niemeier 

Grover McMains 

Rita Hanson 

Larry Kinney 

Darla Kinney 

 

It has been a privilege, an honor and a learning experience to have worked on this project. 



**Weekly move your body class** 

 

Moven’ on Up! 

 

Where:  St Olaf Lutheran Church basement 

When: Monday’s 

Time: 9am – 9:45am 

 

The weekly class will be focused on movement to improve balance, flexibility, and strength.  We will 

utilize chairs in conjunction with strength building tools (ie: bands, hoops, light weights, etc…) 

There will be a requirement for each participant to sign a waiver to hold harmless your guide for the 

class as well as the church. 

It is recommended that each participant verify with their doctor prior to participating in the class. 

*Please hold off bringing any weights or bands until we determine the appropriate needs of each 

participant. 

 

Class is prepared to begin September 14th!!! 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Dana Wickland (409) 658-4979 

 

*Recommend getting approval from your personal doctor* 



PRAYER LIST:  PRAYER LIST:  Heather 

Christensen (daughter to Teresa Christen-

sen), Rev. C.A. Mangham, Henrietta Me-

dina (wife of church janitor), Geraldine 

Jenson, Rick Payne (brother to Sandi Carl-

son), Lark Rayburn (granddaughter to Char-

lene Tergerson), Wilma Meissner, Iris 

Reierson, Nathan Olson (son of Jeanene Ol-

son), Elaine Enger (added by Betty), Jeffrey 

Michaels (added by Sandi Carlson), Jordan 

Freiss (added by Sandi), Terry and Margie 

Flory (added by Elsie), Sherry Dyson (added 

by Betty), and Tim Pederson (Pastor Ryan), 

Virginia Bakke Heinley (added by Phyllis), 

Betty Kersey (mother of Larry Kersey), De-

nise Bostick (added by Donna Kersey, Susan 

Sorrells (added by Owen Carlson), and  Gloria 

Pennington (add by Mark Wallace). 

Financial Report  

Submitted by  Gerald Nelson, Treasurer 
Receipts Disbursements Net 

Budget through Jul 31, 2020 $46,745.42 $46,725.00 $20.42 

Actual through Jul 31, 2020 43,942.75 40,163.15 3,779.60 

Prayer for Autumn 

 

O God of Creation, you have blessed 

us with the changing of the seasons. 

As we welcome the autumn months, 

may the earlier setting of the sun re-

mind us to take time to rest. 

May the brilliant colors of the leaves 

remind us of the wonder of your 

creation. 

 

May the steam of our breath in the 

cool air remind us that it is you who 

give us the breath of life. 

May the harvest from the fields re-

mind us of the abundance we have 

been given and bounty we are to 

share with others. 

 

May the dying of summer’s spirit re-

mind us of your great promise that 

death is temporary and life is eter-

nal. We praise you for your good-

ness forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

~ Author Unknown 

 





St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

Worship, teach, nurture and 
share Christ’s love.  

Dear friends, 

 

Last month I wrote to you about how we need to be patient with one another, and ourselves, because 

of the unique stressors of our moment.  One of the stressors I mentioned was the unsettled nature of 

this school year.  Well, since last month, most schools have resumed classes, and those that haven’t 

will be doing so soon.  Baylor also resumed classes this last full week of August and there is a lot of 

anxiety on campus about returning to in-person education.  There is a sense among most folks that 

it is only a matter of time until the university has to go back to online classes and the positivity rate 

has already begun to go up on campus and in Waco.  So, we’ll see. 

 

My wife has been back on her middle school campus for over a week now and students will return in 

a little over another week.  She still doesn’t know whether she will be teaching in person or online. 

We have decided, at least for the first semester, to keep our boys at home to take their classes 

online.  I will be able to supervise them at home because the job I was going to take for this year at 

Baylor’s Institute of Faith and Learning was a victim of the virus.  Though this will impact our in-

come, we will still be able to get by just fine. 

 

I am telling you all of this to demonstrate how families are having to make difficult choices, like 

whether to keep their kids home or to send them back to campus.  And when families are making 

these choices, they are also having to factor in the financial implications of those choices.  All of this 

is to say that, again, we need to be patient with one another, but we also need to remember to pray 

for teachers, custodians, administrators, students, and the families of them all.  

 

Of course, it’s not just people involved in education who 

we need to pray for.  People in all sorts of endeavors are 

facing similar challenges and resulting decisions.  So let 

us pray for our families and community. 

Peace, 

Pr. Ryan 


